




fremd = foreign, not my own  
schämen = to feel shame



Dathan

The scrooge who isn’t having fun
and doesn’t want anyone else to either.



Dathan

Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, the                                               
sons of Eliab, but they said, “We will not                                
come! Is it not enough that you brought                                               
us up from a land flowing with milk and honey to 
kill us in the wilderness? Do you also have to 
appoint yourself as ruler over us? Furthermore, 
you didn’t bring us to a land flowing with milk and 
honey… We will not come!”

Numbers 16:12-14  
CSB



Esau

The butterfly who lives for the moment
with little thought for the future.



Once when Jacob was cooking a                                                          
stew, Esau came in from the field                                  
exhausted. He said to Jacob,                                                         
“Let me eat some of that red stuff,                                               
because I’m exhausted. Jacob                                                
replied, “First sell me your birthright.” “Look,” said 
Esau, “I’m about to die, so what good is a birthright 
to me?”                 …So he swore to Jacob and sold 
his birthright to him.

Genesis 16:12-14  
CSB



The manipulative bully who plays 
the victim.

Laban



When morning came, there was Leah!                                  
So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you                          
have done to me? I served you for Rachel,                       
didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”
Then Laban said to Jacob, “What have you 
done?…Why did you run off secretly and deceive 
me?                                   Why didn’t you tell me, 
so I could send                                       you away 
with joy and singing…?

Genesis 29:25           31:26-27   
CSB



The sister who smiles to your face
but talks behind your back.

Miriam



Miriam (and Aaron) spoke against 
Moses because…he had married 
an Ethiopian woman. They said, 

“has the LORD spoken only 
through Moses? Has He not also 

spoken through us?” And the 
LORD heard it.

Numbers 12:1-2  
NET



Samson

The man child who won’t grow up
and thinks he’s a “player.”

Samson



One day when Samson was in 
Timnah, a Philistine woman 
caught his eye…he said, “Get 
her for me. She looks good to 
me.”
Some time later Samson fell in 
love with a woman named 
Delilah.

Judges 14:1-3  
16:4

Samson



Rehoboam

The insecure ninny
who won’t hear good advice.



Rehoboam



Diotrephes

The “tank” who rolls over everyone
who gets in his way.



Diotrephes

I wrote…to the church, but Diotrephes, who           
loves to have first place…does not receive our 
authority…slandering us with malicious words.       
And he is not satisfied with that! He not only 
refuses to welcome fellow believers, but he even 
stops those who want to do so and expels them 
from the church. 

3 John 
9-10



Demas

The dreamer who spurns family and friends
for “bright lights, big city.”



Demas



Herod

The grinch who doesn’t want to
hear about Christ at Christmas.



After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of                                          
Judea in the days of King Herod, wise                                               
men from the east arrived in Jerusalem                                                     
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we…have come to worship him.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed…
Then Herod, when he realized that he had been 
outwitted by the wise men, flew into a rage. He gave 
orders to massacre all the boys in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old and under.

Matthew 2:2-3, 16  
CSB

Herod



Peter

The motormouth who keeps putting
his foot in it.



Peter
Peter took Jesus aside and began to 
reprimand             him (for saying that He 
would die). Mark 8:32
Peter exclaimed, "Rabbi, it's wonderful for us 
to     be here! Let's make three shelters as 
memorials--one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.”  9:5                        
Peter declared emphatically. "Even if I have to 
die with you, I will never deny you!”  Mark 
14:31 NLT



How to survive holiday gatherings

1. BEWARE—lest you be the Fremdschämen guy.
2. FORGIVE—because you’ve been the object of F.

4. LOOK AGAIN—see them as they will be one day.
3. PRAY—shake your head, then pray for him/her.



“It is a serious thing to live in a 
society of possible gods and 
goddesses, to remember that the 
dullest most uninteresting person 
you can talk to may one day be a 
creature which, if you saw it now, 
you would be strongly tempted to 
worship, or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now meet, if 
at all, only in a nightmare. All day 
long we are, in some degree helping 
each other to one or the other of 
these destinations.”



“There are no ordinary people. You have never talked 

to a mere mortal….it is immortals whom we joke with, 
work with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal horrors or 
everlasting splendors.”   CS Lewis, The Weight of Glory


