
 

 

 
 
 

Sermon Series Weekly Devotionals 
 

Week of March 11  
 
READ ch. 37, Dry Bones 

 
REVIEW. This is the passage Ezekiel is famous for—‘dem bones, ‘dem dry bones.  
This is the most vivid picture in the Bible of the resurrection experience of salvation. 
   

The Spirit of God carries Ezekiel away and deposits him in a death valley, 
bleached bones everywhere glistening in the sun. To give him the full impact,  
Yahweh leads the prophet back and forth midst the bones (1-2). The bones are very  
dry, indicating that the people have been dead for ages. Then the Lord asks him:  
“Human, can these bones live again?” What a crazy question! Ezekiel cautiously  
tosses the ball back in Yahweh’s court: “Only you know that.” But the Lord returns  
the ball with the demand that the prophet personally participate in the answer (4).  
It seems absurd, but Ezekiel issues a prophecy to the bones as if they were a living 
audience. And to his amazement, the bones come together (6-8)! But the process isn’t    
complete: the corpse needs life (spiritual revival). That takes another command (9-10),  
another miracle—and it happens!  
 The Lord explains the vision (11-14): He will raise Israel from the dead and  
bring them back into the land of Israel, so that they will know and acknowledge Him  
(11-13); and then he will revive them spiritually by putting his Spirit in them. 
 
MEDITATE. Do you realize that you once were one of the “walking dead”? It’s true. We 
tend to think that we were pretty “together” before we met Christ, full of life; so that 
becoming a Christian “polished us off.” Not so. Before you came to Christ, you were a 
lifeless corpse, spiritually. Just dry bones, in death valley. You needed a major miracle to 
come to life, and you got one. 
 
PRAY. It took a miracle, to put the stars in place. It took a miracle,  
But when he saved my soul, cleansed and made me whole, it took a miracle of love and 
grace.    
  



 

 

READ ch. 38, The War of Gog and Magog 
 
REVIEW. This is one of the most famous “end-time” prophecies in the Bible, perhaps the 
most studied and discussed of all prophecies in the Bible. And no wonder. For when we 
study the modern countries that correspond to the ancient ones listed here, we come 
across the names of the nations who are most intent on Israel’s destruction today: Russia, 
Iran, Libya, Algeria, Sudan, Turkey, and other key Islamic nations. Here we read that they 
will converge against the state of Israel in the last days. And at the last moment when hope 
is nearly gone, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is going to supernaturally intervene 
(18ff.).  
 Why does the Lord act? Because of his desire to “magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, 
and make Myself known in the sight of many nations, and they will know that I am the 
LORD” (23). By turning against God’s people, the nations have turned against the true God; 
and God’s desire is that the whole world know that he is God. 
 
MEDITATE. It’s hard to watch the news these days, filled as it is with crimes against 
humanity, and against God’s people simply because they are…God’s people. Clearly, the 
Enemy of God is engaging in a last-ditch effort to ruin all that is good and true and 
beautiful—every “good and perfect gift” that comes from God (James 1:17). This chapter 
comforts us that at the moment when all hope is lost, God will step in, shake the whole 
world in his anger (20), crush the enemy, and establish paradise. His kingdom will come 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 
PRAY the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
  



 

 

READ ch. 39, Gog and Magog (cont.) 
 
REVIEW. God continues his guarantee to Israel that he will protect them (38-39).  
In ch. 38, he promises to defeat Gog. In ch. 39, he describes his disposal of Gog.      The 
scenes become more and more vivid, climaxing in a vision of predatory birds and wild 
animals seated around the Lord’s banquet table, gorging themselves on human flesh (17-
20)! The sequence of events goes: the slaughter of Gog (1-8), the spoiling of Gog (9-10), 
the burial of Gog (11-16), the devouring of Gog (17-20). The interpretation concludes (21-
29). 
 Once again, God tells us not to miss the goal of his actions from the outset: that 
everyone, friends and enemies alike, will recognize and honor him as God (6-7). 
Check out the strangest victory banquet of all time (17-20). The Bible portrays the Lord 
hosting banquets, often after victories over enemies (Isa. 34, Zeph. 1, etc.). Clean, edible 
animals are slaughtered for his earthly guests (Gen. 9:1-7). But here, Yahweh slaughters 
humans for the sake of animals, who gather from all over the world for this huge 
celebration on Israel’s mountains. The battlefield has been transformed into a huge 
sacrificial table. The menu is human flesh and blood. 
It’s a bizarre, shocking scene. 
 
MEDITATE. The end of the world is nearer than ever before. The battle and its aftermath 
will be horrible. Blood will flow. The Lord will win. You do not, repeat, you do not want 
anyone you know and love to be on the wrong side of that battle. Instead, you want them 
to know NOW that the Lord is God, a God of grace and mercy, but a God who will defeat 
those who mock him and the people he loves. 
 
PRAY. Once again, pray the Lord’s Prayer, repeating “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
READ ch. 40, The New Temple 
 
REVIEW. We come to the glorious conclusion of the Book of Ezekiel, with its vision of 
Yahweh returning to his temple and establishing his home in his city among his people. 
It’s the perfect wrap-up to a book which began with a vision of God's glory (ch. 1), 
records the departure of God's glory (chs. 8-11), and ends with another vision of God's 
glory (chs. 40-48-- the longest vision outside the Book of Revelation.  
 These chapters follow logically and chronologically from what precedes them. 
Ezekiel first pronounced judgment on Judah and Jerusalem for her sins (chs. 4-24). 
Before Jerusalem fell, the prophet also announced oracles of judgment against the 
foreign nations that had opposed Israel (chs. 25-32). Since hearing of Jerusalem's fall, 
the prophet is relaying messages of hope for Israel explaining how God will fulfill His 
promises to bless them (chs. 33-48): (1) Israel's restoration to the Promised Land (33-39); 
(2) the Lord's return to His people and the changes Israel will experience in the future 
(chs. 40-48). Ezekiel had forecast that God would set His future sanctuary in the midst of 
His people (37:26-28). Now he reveals what it will look like (40-48). 
 There is much disagreement over this “millennial temple,” and some say that we 
should not take this “spiritually,” but not literally. For the four major views, see 
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/ezekiel.pdf (p. 225).  
 
MEDITATE. The temple has always represented two things: on the one hand,       God’s 
absolute holiness; on the other, God’s passionate desire to live among us. Meditate for a 
minute on those two “polar opposites.” Can you feel a humble awe… and the amazing 
privilege?! 
 
PRAY: You are holy holy, Lord there is none like You 
You are holy holy, glory to You alone 
I'll sing Your praises forever, deeper in love with You 
Here in Your courts, where I'm close to Your throne 
I've found where I belong. 

 


