
 

 

 
 
 

Sermon Series Weekly Devotionals 
 

Week of February 25, 2018 
 

 
READ ch. 29—Snaring Pharoah, the Crocodile of the Nile 
 
REVIEW. God concludes his oracles against Israel’s enemies with seven oracles 
against Egypt, former slave-master and greatest tormentor in her history. 
These seven oracles (ch. 29-32) are equal in length to the preceding six oracles 
against Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, and Sidon. God wants us to know  
that He controls even our most powerful foes! 
 Egypt worshiped the Nile River, its protector and supplier of water and  
food. It also worshiped the lord of the Nile, the crocodile. God vividly pictures  
Pharaoh as the great crocodile of the Nile, and says that he will handle Pharaoh as  
hunters handled crocodiles—hook him, drag him out into desert, and kill him. 
 Why? Three reasons: (1) Pride. Pharaoh demanded worship as the creator of  
the Nile. (2) Treachery. Egypt invited Israel to lean on them for deliverance from  
Babylon, but they were a weak (reed) crutch that splintered in Israel’s hand (6-7).  
(3) Interference. Worst of all, Egypt is interfering with God’s plans to use Babylon 
to judge Israel and cause her to repent and return. 
 
MEDITATE. Do I really believe that God is sovereign over the most powerful of  
my antagonists? And—did you notice that God actually promises his great enemy Egypt 

that even though they will be humbled, He will bring them back from the dead and 
be gracious to them (13-16!)—are you willing for God to be gracious to  

your worst enemy? 
 
PRAY. If you can pray blessing on your enemy, you have forgiven him/her.  
Go ahead. Pray a blessing on the “crocodile” in your life! 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

READ ch. 30, the “Broken Arm” chapter. 
 
REVIEW. After announcing that he will bring “The Day of the Lord” to Egypt (1-19), the 

Lord says he will break Pharaoh’s arms (20-26). The Pharaoh’s name was Hophra, 
and the nickname he chose for himself was “Strong Arm”! No doubt Ezekiel’s 
audience roared at this pun. I’ve broken his arm, the Lord says, and it won’t heal. 
And when he switches his sword to his left hand, I’ll break that arm too! And take 
his sword for myself, then give it to the king of Babylon to use against him (24). 
Pharaoh’s two broken arms may refer to his army, already defeated, and his navy, 
which would be defeated in the future. 

  There is so much amazing fulfilled prophecy in ch. 29-30! After her defeat, 
Egypt became a lowly nation (29:14), never returning to her former superpower 
status. When Alexander the Great conquered her in 360 B.C., Egypt’s 3000 years 
of native rulers/pharoahs came to an end—no more princes in Egypt (30:13). The 
Nile tributaries dried up (v. 12)—by the time of Jesus, the seven canals were down 
to two. 

Today, Egypt is a land of ancient devastation (30:6-7); its most populous city then, 
Thebes, is famous today only for its tombs and ruins (30:16-17).  

 
MEDITATE. To us “enlightened” Westerners, with our secular view of reality, history is 

determined by power and military might. Whoever has the strongest army wins. 
The Israelites thought no different. God laughs at the “strong-armed” world rulers. 
The arms of the strongest nation in the world will be broken arms, if they oppose 
His plan. Beware trusting in our military might! 

 
PRAY. Think of the strongest, scariest powers in the world. Picture them raising their 

powerful arms, flexing them before God. Picture God snapping their arms like 
twigs. 

Thank God for his power over the Enemy, and for his predictions of future victory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

READ ch. 31, The Fall of the Cedar Tree. 
 
REVIEW. Ezekiel’s point in this chapter is simple. Egypt boasted in its greatness, but 

Egypt wasn't as great as Assyria, and Assyria was conquered by Babylon. 
Conclusion: if Babylon can conquer Assyria, Babylon can conquer Egypt. No one 
could dispute the argument. The most powerful kingdom the world had ever seen 
up to that point was Assyria, and its recent fall to Babylon had shocked everyone. 

  Ezekiel paints Assyria as the greatest of trees. For a thousand years, the 
mighty cedar—“the glory of Lebanon” (Isa. 35:2)—had been the tree kings prized 
for the construction of their palaces and temples. It rose magnificently above all 
other trees, disappearing into the clouds (3-5); it sent out branches in all 
directions, lending shelter for animals (smaller nations; 5-6); its beauty was 
incomparable (7-9). In fact, it had been planted in the God’s garden (earth) by 
Yahweh himself (9), and all the other trees (nations) envied it! But the heart of 
Assyria the great cedar grew proud because of its height (10), so God handed it 
over to rough foreign lumberjacks, who chopped it down and left it lying on the 
mountain, broken limbs strewn everywhere (12-14). 

It happened to the mightiest of trees, Assyria; it will happen to a lesser tree, Egypt. 
 
MEDITATE. Two things to notice and ponder. First, if you succeed above those around 

you, beware of pride. God hates it. He’ll send a lumberjack to cut you down. 
Second, realize that being the greatest doesn’t prevent you from falling. The weak 
fall, but so do the mighty. Right now the news is full of stars and schools, famous 
actors and coaches and politicians, who are falling like great trees. Don’t join 
them. 

 
PRAY. The poet Carl Sandburg’s poem “Fog” goes: "The fog comes on little cat feet.  It 

sits looking over harbor and city on silent haunches and then moves on.” Pride is 
like that: it comes in on little cat feet and fogs up your mind. Pray that God will 
deliver you from the mental fog of pride. 

 
  



 

 

READ ch. 32, The Killing of the Pharaoh Monster 
 
REVIEW. Are you doing this devotional on the anniversary of the day God spoke these 

words to Ezekiel? v. 1 tells us the date is March 3, 585 B.C. This chapter contains 
the final two oracles of the seven against Egypt, whose proud Pharaoh was 
interfering with God’s “Babylon plans” for his people Israel. 

  The pharaohs of Egypt saw themselves as lions, like the Sphinx. God snorts 
with disgust: you’re more like a sea monster, he says, that flails around dirtying 
the water (2). You may throw your weight around in the water, but I’m going to net 
and drag you out on land. The hot desert sun will roast you into a feast for 
buzzards and jackals (3-4). Your end will be gross and bloody (5-6). I’m turning out 
the lights on you (7-8), and all who see your fall will be tremble with terror, 
realizing Who They Should Really Be Afraid Of (9-10). 

  The final oracle declares that Egypt will descend into Sheol (17-32). There 
are three realms in the Old Testament universe: the realm of God (Heaven), the 
realm of the living (Earth), and the realm of the dead (Sheol). And Egypt will not 
only go there, but will be sent to the Shameful Section of Sheol, sharing it with 
Assyria, Edom, and others on God’s Dis-Honor Roll! Egypt’s doom is sealed. 

 
MEDITATE. Modern books and movies about the realm of the dead—ghosts, vampires, 

zombies, etc.—leave God out. No wonder they’re scary! Don’t buy it.      The God 
who reigns over the realms of Life also reigns over the realm of Death. 

 
PRAY. Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” soars pictures the coming day of peace when:                

“The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He shall reign forever and ever.” Picture that day. Long for it. Pray for it. 


