
Confusing Passages 
Eternal life & Assurance

You will know them by their fruits - Matt 7:15-20

Doing the will of God to enter heaven – Matt 7:21-23

James 2:  

Can faith save  him?  James 2:14

Faith without works is dead?  James 2:17

Justified by works , not by faith alone?   James 2:24

True Christian’s won’t sin “too much” or does not sin? - 1 John 3:9

The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 1Cor 6:9-10 Gal: 5 

If you fall away its Impossible to renew to repentance – Hebrews 6: 1-8 

No sacrifice for sin if we go on sinning – Hebrews 10:26 



Approaches to Confusing passages

To much sin or lack of works is Evidence that they never “Really believed” 

To much sin or lack of works is Evidence that that they lost their eternal life

How much sin or lack of good works is enough to prove you never really believed or that 
you lost eternal life

We need to review some foundational basic’s before we address these verses

“People need to be reminded more often than they need to be instructed.” 
(Samuel Johnson  1700’s)



What proves you’re a Christian?

Was there a book of the Bible written to tell you how you can have eternal life?

John 20:31
31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

John uses the word believe 98 times in this book, describing how to obtain eternal 
life.  That’s significant.

So if we want to know how to have eternal life we should look here first

John does not condition eternal life on anything but believe, not turning from all your 
sins (repenting) or on baptism.  All men everywhere Acts 17:30



Believe

John 3:14-15
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,   15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  (brought us out to die?) 

Those who believed what God said was true, looked and lived, those who didn’t believe that what 
God said was true, didn’t look and died (Num 21:5-9)

Just as raising the bronze serpent on the cross gave physical life to those who believed God

So does raising up  Jesus on the cross give eternal life to those who believe what God said about His 
son on the cross.

Brazen serpent - look / believe & live - physical life.    Jesus - behold & believe = eternal life

Believe / faith is the conviction / persuasion that something is true. 

You can’t decide to believe something that you are not persuaded is true, but when you are 
persuaded that something is true you have believed it.  The serpent or the Christ.



Believe

John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,   (received is a metaphor for 
believe)

John 6:47 - Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me has eternal life.  

John 5:24 - “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has
passed out of death into life.

At the moment I’m persuaded that it is true (believed) I have eternal life.                 
(Rom. 4: 21-22 Abraham was fully assured / persuaded)

John 6:40 - everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” 

These are promises / guarantees from God the creator.



Believe
John 11:25-27 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 
26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.”  
(the Christ  Is the Greek word for Messiah = the Son of God)

Martha is persuaded / convinced that what Jesus said was true!

Jesus is guarantying eternal life to those who believe in Him, just as He does in the previous verses

1John 5:1  
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.

They knew that the Christ (Messiah)  was the anointed one of God sent to save His people.

Acts 16: 30-31  30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  31 They 
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved   



Believe

What does it mean to “believe in Him”  /  Believe  about my need?

That I need a savior and that savior is Jesus Christ.

Why do I need a savior?      (believe about myself?)

Because I fall short of God’s standard, I’m a sinner.  I can’t be  good enough, I need help.

What qualified Him (Jesus) to be my savior?  (believe about the Savior?)

He is God’s son (Jesus)  and he died on the cross for my sin, taking the  punishment that I deserved.

God was satisfied with Jesus’ work on the cross and he raised him from the dead to eternal life.

He will also resurrect me from the dead to eternal life when I believe I need only His work on the 

cross to obtain eternal life     (Faith alone in Christ alone)

I need a savior and that savior is Jesus Christ, God’s son who died on the cross for my sins & was raised from the dead.

When we are persuaded / convinced that this is true (that is, when we believe) we have eternal life 

Eternal life is the free gift of God, conditioned only on faith.    Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved Acts 16

The key is the “object” of our faith, which is Jesus Christ,  God’s son

This is what proves you’re really a Christian.  You can know if you have believed this!



What about Works?

Ephesians 2: 8-9  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Galatians 2:16
16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of ]the Law but through faith in Christ 
Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of [the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 

Romans 4:3-5 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due
5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited
as righteousness, 

You can’t earn your way to righteousness by works, good deeds

Crediting as righteousness is to be declared righteous / justified by the Judge!



Justification

Justification is the act of God to declare us righteous when we believe in 
Jesus Christ alone.  Jesus’ righteousness is attributed to us.

The grace of God in justification is an unconditional free gift

The sole means of receiving the free gift of eternal live is faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whose substitutionary death on the cross fully 
satisfied the requirement for our justification

Faith is the personal response, apart from work’s whereby we are persuaded 
that the finished work of Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection, has 
delivered us from condemnation and guaranteed our eternal life

Assurance of justification is the birthright of every believer from the moment 
of faith in Jesus Christ, and is founded upon the testimony of God in His Word  
(this is our foundation)



Did Jesus ever say anything about works?

John 6:27-29
27 Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal
life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.” 

28 Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of
God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent.” 

So, Jesus also said eternal life was not a result of works

God did all the work, we “believe” / trust in Jesus’  work on the cross.

When we believe, we have an attitude of dependence on God for eternal life.



What happens when we Believe ?

Peace with God                  Forgiveness of sin                  Sealed in Him (Christ)

Romans 5:1

5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, ]we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ,                  

Acts 10:43

43 “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who 

believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”     (eternal life forgiveness)

Eph 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 

promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 

redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. (2 Cor 1:21-22)



Assurance / Certainty

1 Peter 1: 3 – 5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

When we believe, we obtain an Inheritance which is:

Imperishable

Undefiled

Will not fade away

Is reserved in heaven for you

It’s protected by the power of God through our faith / trust in Christ’s work on the cross

God has unlimited power to keep those, who through simple faith / trust are “in Christ”



Assurance / Certainty

Gifts of God are irrevocable He will lose none who believe       Will never perish

Romans 11:29  The gift’s & calling of God are irrevocable.

John 6: 39 - This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me (who believe) I lose
nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  

John 10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow (believe) Me; 28 and I give 
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will them out of My hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.  

We can’t be unborn from our earthly family  neither can we be unborn from God’s family!



You can Know / Certainty

1John 5: 12-13
12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
the life.  13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
so that you may know that you have eternal life.  (not temporary life)

Not guess or wonder.   You can know at any given time what you believed

John 6:47 - Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me has eternal life.  

These and similar verses, “shout” assurance, safety, certainty

We tend to forget these and other clear verses when someone points to a passage that they 
“say” shows we can lose our eternal life or that we didn’t really believe.



Did Jesus ever teach about assurance/security?
John 13: 6-10 6 So He *came to Simon Peter. he *said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and 
said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter.” 8 Peter *said to Him, “Never shall 
You wash my feet!”

Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, then wash
not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus *said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his 
feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.

Jesus said once you’ve believed (bathed) you don’t need to get saved again (wash everything again) when you sin, 
just clean what got dirty, that is, confess your sins.  

Peter had believed (bathed) so he had eternal life, a relationship with God.  But to enjoy that relationship, to  have 
fellowship with Him,  he needed to keep his feet clean, / confess his sins.

Jesus is teaching eternal security / assurance here – You don’t lose eternal life when you sin / get dirty feet.

Believer’s do, though, forfeit fellowship (no part with me) when they don’t clean what gets dirty / their sin. They 
clean what gets dirty, and restore fellowship, when they’re honest and open with God about the sin in their life. –
confess it to God, agree with Him - 1Jn 1:9

Jesus’ feet washing is teaching assurance / fellowship forgiveness, confession of sin, the same thing as 1Jn 1:9 



Sin & Assurance / Certainty
1 Thess 5:6,9-10 
6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 9-10 For God has not destined
us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with him. 

Contrasting two kinds of Christians (we)  alert / awake vs those asleep

Spiritual Christians (alert / awake) vs Carnal Christians (Asleep / disobedient) 

Both will live with Him in heaven.  Whether  carnal or spiritual   - He promised, He sealed.

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live
together with him.”

The consequence for sin in a Christian’s life is not loss of eternal life because both carnal & spiritual
believers will be with Him.  We have been placed in Christ / sealed / justified.

So. what is my motivation to be spiritual (alert) vs carnal (asleep) if I’m in no matter what? Why deny 
myself here and avoid sin if I still get in?   



You Will Know them by their Fruits
Fruits or Consequences  Matt 7

20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.

This passage is often used to argue that a person's works or lack of sin will be proof of his 
or her salvation.  Ie, You will know if they are Christians by their fruit.

This view assumes that "fruits" refer to visible conduct which can enable you to pass 
judgment on a persons eternal destiny.  (That guy must not be a Christian)

It’s easy to think that this verse has to do with conduct.

But is that really what this passage teaches?



You Will Know them by their Fruits

15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You 
will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So 
every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So 
then, you will know them by their fruits.

In this verse the false prophets don’t give themselves away by their conduct / external behavior.  How do we know 
this?

Because they dress in sheep’s clothing!   They looked good!   

They don’t look like wolves, they look like sheep.   Their disguise makes them “look” good.  

Many false religions produce teachers with good moral conduct and good works! 

Since you can’t tell by looking at their conduct / behavior (sin) that they are bad, then behavior (sin)  must not be 
the “fruit” that you will know them by. 

If “fruit” is not referring to bad conduct / behavior what does it refer to?

Logically, how could you tell if someone is a false teacher / Prophet?



You Will Know them by their Fruits
Matthew 12:33 – 34 (ESV)
33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree
is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! How can you “speak” good, when you are evil? For out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks               (still talking about fruits and trees)

How can you (false teachers) “speak” good when you are evil?

A false teacher does not “speak” Biblical “truth” do they.

Fruit  is what comes out of their mouth (speak). It’s their  words!   
“For out of out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”

This is how you tell if someone is a false prophet, you listen to the words they speak and compare
them with the scripture.       Fruits = Words  - Matt 12:34 & 7

The purpose of this verse (Matt 7) is how to tell if someone is a false teacher, not how to tell if a 
person is a Christian by observing their behavior / conduct.

False teachers are those whose words / fruit  don’t agree with the scripture



Fruits Summary

The false teachers are disguised - so you can’t tell by looking at them that they are bad

Fruits can’t be bad works / conduct because the false teachers “looked” good (sheep’s)

12:33 explains that “fruits” are what comes out of the mouth. It’s their words!

It’s logical, you listen to what a teacher says to determine if their words are true or false 

“Fruits” in Matthew 7 are not bad works or conduct, it’s their words / teaching

You will know the false teachers by listening to what they’re teaching (their words / fruits)   This 

verse does not teach that a persons behavior reveals if they’re  a Christian or not 

Fruits = Words!  In Matthew ch 7 and ch 12



End of Week #1



Review of Week 1
John used the word believe 98 times to describe obtaining Eternal / Everlasting life

Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved Acts 16:30  

Both Jesus (John 6:27-29) and Paul (Eph 2: 8-9 etc) said EL was not as a result of works

At belief:  Peace with Him  - Romans 5:1
Forgives our sins  - Acts 10:43, Col 2:13
Justifies us  - Eternal life, places us in Christ - Romans 4:3-6
Sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit  - Ephesians 1:13-14

Assurance – Certainty 
Eternal life is:  Imperishable, undefiled, will not fade away – reserved for you.  1Peter 1:3-5
Irrevocable - Gifts of God are irrevocable - Romans 11:29   
Lose none  - He will lose none who believe  - John 6:39
Never Perish - Those who believe will never perish  - John 10:27
You can “know” (these things written) that you have eternal life 1 John 5:12-13
Jesus teaching assurance  in washing the disciples feet John 13: 6-10
Paul teaching assurance , spiritual & carnal believers in heaven - 1 Thess 5:6,9-10  
Why should I deny myself here if I’m guaranteed to get into heaven?



Having a Relationship with God vs Fellowship



Eternal Life / Relationship Sphere
Placed “In Christ” - Justified



Relationship vs Fellowship





1 John 1:5-9

5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth;

7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 
us.

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (allows us to stay in inner circle)

Fellowship forgiveness (vs eternal life forgiveness) – to stay in the inner circle







Forgiveness

You enter the big circle when you believe (Justification by faith).  
This  establishes your legal standing before God,  a relationship with 
God, eternal life forgiveness.

At the same moment you also have fellowship with God (inner 
circle). 

When we choose to sin we exit the inner circle, but remain in the big
circle, eternal life forgiveness.  To re-enter the inner circle we need        
fellowship forgiveness, 1 Jn 1:9,  confession of sins, agreeing with 
God

We don’t need to be forgiven again for eternal life, we already have 
it, but we do need forgiveness to have fellowship – 1Jn 1:9  



Fellowship forgiveness

Jesus washing the feet of the disciples (no part in me)

Matthew 6:14-15  (Mark 11:25 if you are praying, forgive)
14 For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others, then your Father 
will not forgive your transgressions.

Forgive means to release.  

God wants us to give up our “supposed” right to get even, rather, let Him 
take care of it (release it to God / forgive).    If we don’t do this he does not
forgive us for fellowship.

If, and or when the offender comes to you to apologize, you then forgive 
them personally.  (70 x 7)   



Christian failure / sin
Verses about Christians continuing in sin

Believers can wander (fall) away from the faith 1 Timothy 6:10.   Old vs new nature  battle

Believers can suffer shipwreck in their faith, 1 Timothy 1:18-20. 

In 1Timothy 5:19-20  Paul even says that an “elder” can continue in sin!! 

1 Timothy 5:8 talks about believers denying the faith and becoming (in some ways) worse than an unbeliever.  
(not taking care of their own families)

We are warned to stand firm and not fall 1 Cor. 10:12-13.  In 1 Peter 5:8 it says to be on alert because the devil
is like a lion seeking someone to devour. Throughout scripture we are warned about sin taking over our life.  
You don’t warn someone about something that can’t happen to them.  It’s clear these things can and do
happen to eternally secure believers, that’s why he warns us!

Paul himself was aware that he could be disqualified. 1 Cor 9:24-27.  This was a motivator for Paul

If a true believer cannot or will not  continue in sin, why is there a sin unto death for those believers who do
“continue” in sin? (1Cor. 11:30, James 5:19-20 and 1 John 5:16)   EC

If all believers will necessarily persevere in good works to the end of life, why is it even necessary to have the 
judgment seat of Christ?.   



Consequences of a believers’ sin

Paul had been addressing major carnal / sin issues  in his letters to the Corinthian church.

In light of all their sin issues, Paul doesn’t tell them that:  1) they are going to lose their eternal life 
or  2) that they just never really believed to begin with.    In fact In 1 Cor.  he calls them sanctified in 
Christ” and “saints by calling.   (they are sealed in Christ in the big circle)

Rather, he explains that a Christian living in sin will suffer loss of fellowship , experience  discipline 
here and loss of reward in heaven.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15

11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's 
work will become obvious, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire 
will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation 
survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

There will be reward and loss of reward at the believers review.  Notice that even if his work is 
burned up he will still be saved, have eternal life.



Consequences of a believers’ sin continued
When I sin – I suffer loss of intimacy / harmony / fellowship with God.

If I continue in my sin:

1)  Discipline comes  to motivate me to get back into fellowship via  1Jn 1:9 
2)  I’m subject to the Lord bringing me home (sin unto death)    
3)  I will suffer Loss of reward – loss of  opportunity to serve the Lord in a more 

significant  capacity in eternity.  - shame / disappointment 1 john 2:28
4)  I will not hear “well done good & faithful servant”

The more faithful I am to  Him here  the more I will be allowed to do for Him there.  It’s  Never to late to 
begin faithfulness, inner circle living.

Even those who suffer loss at judgment seat of Christ (carnal believers) will be saved – will be in heaven. 
1thess 5

Understanding the consequences of an eternally secure believers’ sin will help us navigate the verses  we 
will be covering.   (Grace view)



Sin & Assurance

Sin in a Christian’s life does not disqualify them from eternal life, but it does disqualify them 
from fellowship / intimacy and can result in loss of reward in heaven. That matters.

Sin causes Christians to exit fellowship (inner circle) with Him not exit the relationship with him 
(the big circle).  The believer always remains in the big circle, eternal life.

Jesus himself said that if you have believed (bathed) you don’t need to get saved again (bath 
again) when you sin, but confess your sin (wash your feet) to get back in fellowship, Jn 13: 6-10. 
John also said this in 1 Jn 1:9

Paul in 1Thess 5:8  both Spiritual and Carnal Christians will be with Him in heaven. Those who 
continue in carnality, sin. will suffer loss of opportunity to serve Him in a significant capacity.  
(Minas / talents)    And feel shame, 1Jn 2:28.

How can this be?  Because he justified, sealed them “in Christ” upon belief and reserved a place 
in heaven for them.  They were born into his family. Can’t be unborn.

Eternal life is Irrevocable, Imperishable, will not fade away, and reserved for you.  It is simply, as 
the scripture says, everlasting life. 



Doing the Will of God
Matthew 7: 21-23 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you! Depart from Me,

These people clearly didn’t do God’s will. What is the will of the Father?  Doesn’t this prove we need a 
certain amount of good works to enter heaven?   Did these people not do enough good works?

Wouldn’t this contradict the clear verses we reviewed in week one?   Eph 2: 8-9, Rom 4, etc

John 6:40 40 “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will 
have eternal life”  The fathers will is for you to believe in Jesus, not work for everlasting life.

God didn’t “know” these people because they were relying on good works / deeds to gain entry to heaven, 
rather than faith in Jesus.  Did we not do x, y & z in your name?

God told them He “never knew them” because they “did not do the will of the father”, but rather were 
relying on their deeds / works.        To be known by God you must believe in Jesus

Doing the will of  the father is to “believe” in Jesus for eternal life, they never did this, weren’t known



John 8:31 31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If 
you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may 
have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.



End of Week #2



Summary of Week 2 – Grace View

Through faith we enter a relationship with God – eternal life forgiveness

Fellowship = enjoying the relationship we have with God

We forfeit fellowship when refuse to be honest and open with God about our sin (confession) 1 jn 1:9

Exercising 1 John 1:9 gives us fellowship forgiveness  - example of Jesus washing disciples feet

We looked at examples in scripture of eternally secure believers falling into sin, falling away.  1Thess 5

Unfortunately a true Christian can continue in sin.  Sin unto physical death 1Jn 5:16, James 5, 1 Cor 11

The consequences of sin in a believers life are:

Loss of fellowship and intimacy / harmony (inner circle)  - Not loss of eternal life

If not confessed discipline begins to move us to confession / repentance – restored fellowship

If we continue, the lord could take us home (sin unto death) and  loss of reward / loss of

opportunity to serve Him in a greater capacity in eternity.  Parable of the minas and the talents.

I will feel Shame 1Jn 2:28 

We need to remember our position in Christ, relationship vs fellowship (circles) and the promises of God when we 

review verses that some say proves you lost it or never really had it.



Salvation
Past – Present - Future

Salvation

When Saved from Description Frequency

Past        Penalty of Sin Justification Free gift Once 

Present Power of Sin Spiritual Growth            Process            Many times

Future Presence of Sin Glorification Evaluation Once



James 2 – The saving of the saved

Faith w/o works! Can faith save him?  2:14

Faith if it has no works is dead! 2:17

Man is  justified by works and not by faith alone! 2:24

How do we reconcile this with Paul?

There are many things to be saved or delivered from besides Hell

Trials, dangers, adversaries, temptations (the power of sin) and an untimely death, to 
name a few    



Physical death in James

James is written to Believers /brethren  (James 1:2)  – it has very practical advice to 

Christians

James 1:13-16 – lust leads to sin which brings death – physical  death

James 1:21  - responding to  God’s word (implanted in you) can save / deliver you!

(save your soul = save your physical life from an untimely death due to sin.)

These believers (Christians) who had the word implanted in them needed salvation! 

James 5:19-20  It says that if a believer strays from the truth (sin)  another believer 

can save his life from physical death by helping to  turn him back.

Christians need to be saved from the consequences of sin in their daily walk



Can faith w/o works save you? James 2:14

James 2:14 – Faith without works.   Can  faith save him!      (James is saying no it can’t)

Is James talking about being saved from Hell?  They’re believers, 1:2!  In Ch 1 he said sin can 
lead to physical death, but God’s word can save or deliver you from that physical death. 

Orthodox faith without good works  (obedience) can’t protect the Christian from sin's deadly 
consequences in this life.           (Outside the inner circle subject to discipline)

Obedience to God (works) can defer death and “save” or “preserve” the physical life.                  
Unrighteous living can’t.  Sin has natural consequences in addition to  God’s discipline. 

James 1:21 – responding to the Word, that’s been implanted in you can save your life 

Faith without works /obedience can’t save the believers life from an untimely death or from the      
sin unto death consequence.  Living our faith, inner circle, responding to God’s word, can.  

James is not talking about being saved from hell, rather he is talking about life and death, 
saving the physical life.  Just like Proverbs.              Present Tense Salvation



Life and Death in James
Proverbs 11:19
19 He who is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life,
And he who pursues evil will bring about his own death.

• Proverbs 12:28
28 In the way of righteousness is life,
And in its pathway there is no death.

• Proverbs 13:14
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life,
To turn aside from the snares of death.

Death is a real possibility without obedience – righteousness

James is saying works / obedience can save your life, just as Proverbs does

So, Faith without works (obedience) cannot deliver (save) you from physical death, the 
deadly consequences of sin.      



Faith w/o Works is dead - James 2: 17

• James 2:17 - Faith without works is dead! 

• This is referring back to vs 2: 15-16,  where James says  that, a Christian 
who does not respond to another Christian's need, has a dead faith, it’s  
asleep / Carnal (1 Thess 5)

• "Dead" does not mean non-existent but inactive, no longer vital, dormant.     
In our illustration, your not in fellowship, your out of the inner circle. 

• Something  can’t be dead (inactive / dormant) unless it’s been alive (Rom 
11:29)  If ever alive, its irrevocable / eternal / everlasting.

• Dead faith equals  Christians stuck in sin, willful disobedience to God.  Their 
faith is not vital and active       Eph 2:10  we were created for good works.  
They can deliver us and are produced when in the inner circle    Power



Works / Obedience

James has been making the case that obedience / works are very important in a 
“Christians life”, but not for eternal life

He say’s faith without works / obedience can’t save or deliver the believers life from an 
untimely death.  2:14

There’s nothing that can save you from the consequences of sin in your life when your 
faith is dead. Inactive, asleep  2:17

But an active faith (inner circle living) can save us from trials, dangers, adversaries, 
temptations and an untimely death, to name a few    

Eph 2:10  we were created for good works / obedience.  James agrees with Paul

Works / obedience can mature / stretch your faith (inner circle living)

James next statement championing works / obedience might seem to go to far.



Justified by works ? - James 2: 24 

• James 2:24 – A man is Justified by works, not faith alone.   According to James justification  
“also” comes from works. But how can we reconcile this with Paul?

• In the previous two verses was  James talking about being saved from Hell by works?  

• What kind of justification is he talking about,  our legal standing before God or something 
else?  He is writing to believers who have been declared righteous.

• Romans 4:2  “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not
before God”.     Before  whom then can he be justified?

• When a believer is justified by works (obedience) he achieves an intimacy (Jn 14:21) with God 
that is made apparent to people around him (onlookers) by the example of his life. He is 
justified to the onlookers, not to God.      Just as Rom 4:2 indicates

• Works can’t justify you before God, but can justify you before the onlookers, which we hope 
will then lead them to faith in God, if non believers, and to inner circle if a believer.

• Justified by works in James is letting our light shine before men to glorify God.  Matt 5:16



James Summary
James 2:14 – Faith without works.   Can  faith save him!        (James say no!)

Faith without good works  (obedience) can’t protect / save the Christian from sin's

deadly consequences in this life.           (Outside the inner circle subject to discipline)

James 2:17 - Faith without works is dead! 

"Dead" does not mean non-existent but inactive, no longer vital, dormant.     In our 

illustration, your not in fellowship, your out of the inner circle.  If dead was once alive.

James 2:24 – A man is Justified by works, not faith alone.

Works can’t justify you before God (Rom 4:2), but can justify you before the onlookers, 

which we hope will then lead them to faith in God, if non believers, and to inner circle 

if a believer.

These are consistent with James teaching on the importance of works / obedience in a 

Christians life, not for eternal life,  but for practical Christian living, being saved from 

the power of sin and being a light to a dying world.



I John & Fellowship

1 John is all about how to know if you have fellowship 1Jn 1:3

1John 1:3 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, 
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  (little circle)

Book of John is all about how to know you have eternal life Jn 20:31    

Jn 20:31 These have been written that you may believe, that Jesus is the 
Christ, the son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.  
(big circle)



Christian’s Can’t  Sin too Much ? – or Won’t Sin? 
1 John 3:9  (NIV)
9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, 
because they have been born of God.    - (Can’t “continue” in sin ) 

1 John 3:9 (Holman) 
9 Everyone who has been born of God does not sin, because His seed remains in him; he is not able to sin, because
he has been born of God.      (Does not sin)

We know Christians do sin (1Jn 1:8)!  Which is correct!

The word “continue” does not appear in the Greek text.  There are specific Greek words that do mean continue 
but John didn’t use  those words.  Some used to say the present tense of “sin” justifies using continually, but not 
anymore.  Scholars don’t support this view.  The  present tense does not carry by itself the idea of continuing
results, it needs justification from the text and there is none here.

We saw verses where Christians do continue in sin didn’t we?   Why are there sin unto death verses in scripture for 
believers who continue in sin if a believer can’t or won’t continue in sin? 

If they translated consistently, 1:8 would have to say “if we do not continually sin we deceive ourselves 

The first translation cannot be true, it’s biased, inaccurate and driven by an  Extreme Calvinistic view.



“Real” Christian’s Won’t  Sin? 
1 John 3:9 (Holman) 
9 Everyone who has been born of God does not sin, because His seed remains in him; he is not able to sin, because he has been born of God.       

The absolute use of the word sin (which is what  the Greek says), (does not sin) , actually makes perfect sense when we understand what John 
says about the new nature,  that is, the seed of God’s that is in us.

The false teachers were saying that God has some sin,  so  its ok if we do . That’s how they justified that their sin was ok.   John says NO!     1 Jn
1:5, God is light and in him there is no darkness  (sin) at all.   He refutes them

John says in 1 Jn 3:9  that  God and whatever is born of God (His seed in us, our new nature) cannot sin , contrary to what the false teachers 
were saying.   The new nature is the regenerated inner person, God’s seed. 

But John says we do sin in  1 John 1:8  “if we say we don’t sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us”!  

So, on one hand John says we sin, 1:8, but on the other hand in 3:9 he says we don’t  - Is John confused?  NO!

He is saying that it’s our New Nature (the seed of God that is in us) that cannot sin.  God & His seed can’t sin)

Our Old Nature can and does sin  1Jn 1:8.  We know this also from Paul in Romans 7.     Real Christians can & do sin, we know this from our 
experience and from God’s word.  Just look at the Corinthian’s who continued in sin

Our New Nature - God’s seed that “remains” in us can’t sin, 3:9.  Sin can’t be produced from what is born of God.  

When John says “what has been born of God does not sin”, He is referring to  our new nature, Not our Old self.

Remember, he is refuting the false teachers that say God sin’s.   He says NO! , neither can His seed in us sin.



1 John 3:9
Christians can’t or won’t continue sinning

The word continue is not in the text, fits their bias 
We reviewed examples in scripture of believers who did continue in sin
Why are there sin unto death verses in the scripture for believers 

who continue in sin if a believer can’t or won’t continue in sin? 
If consistent 1:8  says,  if we don’t continually sin we deceive ourselves
This translation is inaccurate, biased & driven by extreme Calvinistic view

One born of God does not sin
False teachers were justifying their sin because they said God also sin’s
John says NO! 1:5 God is light and in him there is no darkness (sin) 
John says what has been born of God does not sin  (God’s seed in us)
In 1:8 John says “we” do sin.  Then 3:9  says “we” do not.   What?
He is speaking of God’s seed in us, our new nature that does not sin
Our old nature can and does sin, but no sin is generated by the new nature
John is refuting false teachers who said sin in our new nature can happen & Ok



Examine yourself to see if you’re in the Faith - 2 Cor 13:5
2 Corinthians 13:5  5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not 
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 

Is Paul questioning if these people in Corinth are real Christians?

1 Cor 1:2 – he calls them “sanctified in Christ” and “saints by calling”, so ,he is not questioning their 
eternal life / salvation.  They have been placed in Christ, sealed.  Safe & secure. 

Paul is responding to believers in the church at Corinth who were questioning his authority, asking if he 
was the true spokesman for Christ.        How do we know this!

We know this because In 13: 3 Paul says “ since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, 
and who is not weak toward you”.   He acknowledges their questions about him

In verse 5  Paul turns the tables on them and questions their spiritual maturity - No, You “Test Yourselves”   
They questioned Paul’s authority, maturity, so he turned the tables on them

Paul is not questioning if they have eternal life, rather, like many of the believers in Corinth who were baby
Christians, he is questioning their maturity.  



Examine yourself to see if you’re in the Faith - 2 Cor 13:5

2 Cor 13:5  5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 

Paul is not questioning if they are true Christians, he calls them believers in1 Cor 1:2,  rather  he is questioning their  
spiritual maturity, their walk with the Lord. 13:5.   (They are in the big circle)

The term “in the faith”   refers to a believers walk with the Lord.  Are they in fellowship (inner circle) or are they out of 
fellowship in the darkness (outside the inner circle)   Not outside the big circle

Paul is accusing them of being out of fellowship (disobedient, disrespectful) , that is why he tells them to examine
themselves.   We must remember he is talking to believers  who can’t lose their eternal life.

Let’s look at other verses using this same phrase, “in the faith” to see what it refers to.

Titus 1:13 
13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound “in the faith”

1 Corinthians 16:13 
13 Be on the alert, stand firm “in the faith”, act like men, be strong.  - Rom 14:1 weak “in the faith”

The believers in 13:5 are not told to examine themselves to see if they are really Christians, rather they are told to 
examine themselves to see if they are walking in fellowship / harmony with God, inner circle living, in the faith



Summary - 2 Cor 13:5

The apostle Paul is addressing disobedient believers, who are questioning his authority and 
accusing him of walking according to the flesh 10:2.   They are saying “Why does Paul get to 
speak for God all the time, and we don’t” ?!

Paul  is not asking them to examine themselves to see if they are “real” Christians.

He has just  called the Corinthians,  believers .  They were Sanctified / Saint’s)  V. 1:12

So, what are these baby believers  to examine themselves for ?

To determine if they are walking in the light, are they “in the faith” walking in fellowship with 
God ”?    Their actions and words were not indicating that they were in fellowship.

All of us believers should examine, test ourselves to see if we are walking in the light, in 
fellowship with Him.   “In the faith”  Inner circle living

Are we being honest and open with God?  Do we have our known sins confessed?



Review of Week #3
James was teaching Christians that faith without obedience / works can’t save their life from 
an untimely death, just like we saw in  Proverbs.   But an active faith walking in fellowship 
(inner circle) can.

This active faith also provides an opportunity to impact the onlookers for Christ.  You 
become justified in the onlookers eyes as you live in fellowship with God. 

1 John 3:9  tells us God takes sin very seriously John was refuting false teachers who 
justified their sin by claiming that God sin’s some, so its ok if they do.

He says that God and anything born of God (His seed in us) our new nature, can’t sin, 
because God can’t sin (1 Jn 3:9),  but our old nature, the flesh does (1 Jn 1:8)

When John says that anyone born of God does not sin he is referring to our new nature 
(God’s seed in us).   

This is to refute the false teachings who said sin in our new nature can happen & ok.



Week 4

The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 1Cor 6:9-
10 Gal: 5

If you fall away its Impossible to renew to repentance 
– Hebrews 6: 1-8

No sacrifice for sin if we go on sinning – Hebrews 
10:26



The Unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom

1 Corinthians 6:9-10
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:19-21  19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just
as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God



The Unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom

I’m sure glad that no one here has ever had outbursts of anger, disputes, 
coveting other people’s stuff, dissensions, strife or any of the items on 
these lists!   Wait a minute …. we have!

Many focus primarily on one of the behavior’s above as evidence you 
won’t go to heaven.  (both homosexuality & adulterers won’t or any other 
behavior on the list)

Notice he is warning these Christians (you) not to engage in these things.  
You don’t warn unless its possible for them to engage in these.  Notice
Paul has also warned them of this in the past.

What does inherit the kingdom mean?  

If inheriting the kingdom = entering, then many who believed won’t be 
there!



The Unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom

Paul is frustrated with the believers in the Corinthian church.   Believers are taking other believers to court.  He 
denounces this in verses 6-8 

1 Corinthians 6:6-8 
6 but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for 
you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 On 
the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren.

It is clear that the Apostle intends these words, “the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom”,  as a warning
against the kind of conduct he has been describing in the Corinthian church,  he tells them “you wrong & 
defraud”.    That’s unrighteousness!!     (The unrighteous will not inheri)

Paul says the Corinthians are engaged in conduct (sin / unrighteousness) that can make it impossible for them 
to inherit the Kingdom of God.   That conduct will Disqualify them from inheritance.

Paul doesn’t question their eternal life, in fact he appeals to the fact that they are believers,  6:11 (They were
justified)   But, if they did not correct their behavior they would not inherit the kingdom.
And, he doesn’t tell them they will lose their eternal life if they don’t correct their behavior.



The Unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom

Many assume that to “inherit” the kingdom is the same as “entering it’.   But  In everyday speech there is a 
difference between saying, for example, “you will “live in” that house and “you will inherit it”.  The Biblical use 
of the phrase to inherit is most frequently a synonym for “to possess” or “to own”. 

In general, citizens are subjects of a kingdom, not its owners.  In heaven, believers can not only be  citizens but 
owners if they persevere in the faith.  Inner circle  living (joint heirs Rom 8:17 – co-reign 2 Tim 2:12) 

Look over the lists in 1 Cor 6 and Gal 5  again:

fornicators,  idolaters, adulterers,  effeminate,  homosexuals,  thieves,  the covetous,  drunkards,  revilers, 
swindlers,  immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, 

Believers unfortunately can and do participate in these.  Faith is the issue in obtaining eternal life.  Faithfully
living the Christian life is the issue in rewards, inheriting the kingdom.  (inner circle living)

Christians that engage & remain in any of the above are subject to loss of fellowship, discipline, lost reward and 
shame not loss of eternal life.



The Unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom

The following verses also indicate that only certain believers own or inherit the Kingdom. 

Matthew 5:3 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.    (humble, humility)

Matthew 5:5 
5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.   (they don’t retaliate)

Matthew 5:10
10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Inheriting the kingdom, does not mean entering it.  Rather Inheriting is  ownership / ruling and is reserved for faithful 
believers, a reward.

All believers are heirs of God, but the faithful are also “joint” heirs who inherit the kingdom (Romans 8:16-17) 



Inherit - Heir vs Joint Heir

Romans 8:16-17 - 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 
heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be 
glorified with Him.     

All Christians (children)  are heirs.  Believers who suffer with Him are also fellow heirs, they inherit the 
kingdom, ownership, reign, reward.

Those who suffer with Him are those who spend time in the inner circle.  

Deny yourself, take  up your cross daily and follow him (Luke 9:23).   Being faithful

Includes those who are persecuted for following him.



2 Timothy 2: 11-13

11 This saying is trustworthy:

For if we have died with Him,
we will also live with Him;   (1 Thess 5)

12 if we endure, we will also reign with Him;

if we deny Him, He will also deny us;

13 if we are faithless (deny him), He remains faithful, for He cannot
deny Himself. (1 Thess 5)



Inheriting the Kingdom - Summary

Paul is writing to believers in the Corinthian Church, 1:2, 6:6-8. 6:11

It is clear that the Apostle intends these words, “the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom”,  as a warning 
against the kind of conduct he has been describing in the Corinthian  church, “you wrong & defraud”  6:6-8. He is 
accusing these believers of being unrighteous.  And the unrighteous will not inherit.

Paul says the Corinthians are engaged in conduct (sin / unrighteousness) that can make it impossible for them to 
inherit the Kingdom of God.  

Paul doesn’t question their salvation, in fact he appeals to the fact that they are believers,  6:11 (They were 
justified) But, if they did not correct their behavior they would not inherit the kingdom, suffer loss of rewards.

At the judgment seat of Christ, Christians who remain in these and other sins will experience lost reward and lost 
opportunity to serve the King in a significant capacity in heaven, not loss of eternal life.

The more faithful we are here, the more we will be allowed to do for him here and there.

Inheritance is ownership, ruling with him, not entrance to eternity.

Not inheriting the kingdom has nothing to do with being excluded from heaven, but rather how you will be 
allowed to serve Him once you arrive there.  Reigning with Him.  - Mina’s & the Talents  parable’s 



Impossible to Renew to Repentance – Heb 6:4-8

4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the age to come,  (After this)

6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance since 
(while) they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame. 
8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it 
ends up being burned

Burning of the fields was to restore and make the land fruitful again.  Those who have 
fallen away are about to be disciplined - burned to change them.

This verse clearly refers to believers – enlightened, tasted the gift & word, partakers
of Holy Spirit etc



Impossible to Renew to Repentance – Heb 6:4-8
This is a believer who has fallen away,  keeps sinning.  They are out of fellowship – out of the inner circle

We know its possible for a believer to continue in sin – Why?  Sin unto death & the warning  passages and 
the verses we reviewed with examples of believers falling away.

Notice it does not say it is impossible for them to enter heaven,  rather it says  its impossible to renew them 
to repentance since  they continue in sin.   Repentance here is turning from their sin.

The key to verse 6 is the participle “since” which can also be translated “while”.  A Christian won’t come to 
repentance as long as they, or “while” they are “continuing” in sin.  

A believer can repent, but as long as they continue in the sin they will not want to. 

What “could” move this believer to repentance to get them to stop the sin?  It’s the discipline that will be 
coming!   Its mentioned in vs 8, being burned.    They may or may not respond.

This discipline is to motivate the believer to move back into fellowship (inner circle living)

The believer  that falls away, continues in sin, suffers loss of fellowship, discipline even to the point of 
physical death and loss of reward, not loss of eternal life.  

This is the danger of living outside inner circle – falling away not wanting to turn from sin – suffering loss.



No Sacrifice for sin if we go on Sinning Heb 10:26 

Hebrews 10:26 - For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  

The writer is referring to the readers (believer’s) and himself,  “we”.   

Does this mean that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross does not pay for the sins of a believer who 
willfully continues in sin?  

Wouldn’t that contradict the clear verses on irrevocable, imperishable and being sealed by 
God?

The writer is reminding these Jewish believers what they knew to be true from the Old 
Testament in  Numbers 15:27-31.  

In the O.T. sacrificial system there was no sacrifice they could offer that would save them 
from God’s discipline if they sinned intentionally / deliberately!



No Sacrifice for sin if we go on Sinning Heb 10:26 

Numbers 15:27, 30-31 27 If a person sins unintentionally they shall offer a  one year old 
goat for a sin offering. 30 ‘But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is 
native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut off from 
among his people.31 ‘Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken His 
commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be on him.’”

“Cut off from the people” meant to undergo capital punishment.  That was God’s 
discipline, not loss of eternal life. 

There was no Old Testament sacrifice to cover the sins of someone who kept on sinning 
intentionally, deliberately.  If that happened they enforced capital punishment on them, 
they lost their physical life.

The same thing happens in the New Testament.  If we continue in sin there is nothing to 
prevent the Lord from disciplining the believer, including sin unto death, taking them 
home.   Jesus’ sacrifice protects believers from eternal damnation, but not discipline here
and now.

The only thing that prevents God from disciplining us here, is if we confess /repent. 
Nothing here about loss of eternal life.   Turning from our sin is what we have to offer.  



Enduring - Reward in Hebrews

Hebrews 10:35-36 - 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised.

Hebrews is written to Jewish believers who were  tempted to go back into to Judaism to avoid persecution and the 
rejection.  They lost family, friends and commerce opportunities when they believed the gospel.

The writer tells them not to throw away confidence / assurance of what God had promised.  Stay in fellowship, 
inner circle living because God promised that there would be great reward, in addition to eternal life,  if they did.

They were tempted to give up their faith, to get along, but the writer tells them:

Hebrews 11:6  6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  Christians are to continue to seek him.

If they are living their faith (inner circle) they will be pleasing God and receive reward / inheritance for persevering
through difficult times.  Ch 11 is the hall of fame of believers , Noah, Abe continued to seek

Eternal life is not a reward, it’s a gift.  The Greek for rewarder is wage paid for work performed.  That’s not the free 
gift of  eternal life.   The writer is talking about the reward for inner circle living / not falling away.



Lordship Salvation

Requires that you must yield, submit, surrender your life to Christ, repent and pledge to serve him.  

C – Committed to Christ
O – Obedient to Christ – repentance 
P – Persevere in your obedience

Arminian – If you don’t do these things you lose your eternal life
Extreme Calvinism  - If you don’t do these things then you just never really believed

These things are all important & good but are they requirements to enter heaven?  

No, but they can be  indicators that your in the inner circle, walking in fellowship with God

Lordships goal is to improve the quality of people in the church, they are trying to produce committed Christians.

But, Lordship salvation result’s in people evaluating their assurance based on their works.  That is legalism which puts you 
outside the inner circle.  Building with wood,  hay & straw.

What must I do to be saved?   Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Acts 16:31



Summary
How does a person enter an eternal relationship with God?  Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved  
Believe that you need a Savior and that Jesus Christ is that Savior who died on the cross and was raised from the dead.

Irrevocable, Imperishable, Undefiled, Will not fade away, Reserved in heaven for you,  protected by the power of God

In addition to having a relationship with God, Christians can also have fellowship, intimacy, harmony, friendship with God.

Fellowship comes when we are 1) honest and open with God about the sin in our life with the intent to be freed from that by the holy Spirit’s help (1 Jn 
1:9) .  And 2)  When we have an active and vibrant faith (inner circle living) with obedience, that is when we are a follower of Christ. 

If we do not have an active and vibrant faith ( outside the inner circle) The consequences of sin in a believers life are:
Loss of fellowship and intimacy / harmony (inner circle)  - Not loss of eternal life
If not confessed discipline begins to move us to confession / repentance – restored fellowship
If we continue, the lord could take us home (sin unto death) and  loss of reward / loss of
opportunity to serve Him in a greater capacity in eternity.  Parable of the minas and the talents.
I will feel Shame 1Jn 2:28

If we do spend our time in fellowship with God (inner circle living) we will hear well done, good and faithful servant , receive great reward, including 
the privilege of serving Him in a significant capacity in eternity.  (inheriting, reigning)

Confusing passaging can be evaluated in light of the foundational truths we covered, including God’s promises and sealing when we believed and the 
knowledge that both Spiritual and Carnal Christians will be together with him in heaven - 1 Thess 5.         The carnal Christians will suffer loss and be 
ashamed of themselves when they see Jesus is ashamed of them.


