
 

 

 
 

WEEK ONE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 1, “Decision Time!”  
 
STUDY. Isaiah is the Mt. Everest of the Old Testament—its greatest book. Its theme is found in 
the meaning of the name Isaiah: “The Lord saves.” Like its counterpart the book of Romans in 
the NT, this book is all about God saving us from our sin and judgment by his grace and 
sacrifice for us. 
 In v. 1 we are told that the book is a “vision” of what God has in mind for us, and that its 
author Isaiah served under 4 kings who ruled Judah from 790-690 B.C. (approximately), when 
the Northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed by Assyria. 
 You are guilty! Right off the bat in 1:1-4, God charges his people of rebellion—of turning their 
backs on the Father who gave them birth and raised them. God tells us rebels that we are 
dumber than farm animals who know and love the master who feeds and cares for them, when 
we desert the One who has always taken care of us. 
 You are hurting! In 1:5-9, God points out that our sin leaves us beaten up, bruised, and 
bleeding. At the time, disobedient Israel was under attack from mighty Assyria. 
The walled capital of Jerusalem, where Isaiah lived, was barely hanging onto life.  
 You have a decision to make! In 1:10-20, God tells his people that they have two options: (1) keep 
on turning their backs on him, and on their poor and helpless neighbors, and be destroyed; or 
(2) turn back to him, and begin treating people justly and fairly, and receive his blessing. 
Because they were pious, always coming to the temple with their sacrifices and offerings, they 
believed God was on their side, even if they mistreated the poor and weak, the orphans and 
widows. Not so, God says. 
I ignore your prayers and worship if you’re stepping on people during the week. Obedience 
comes before sacrifice, morality before religiosity. 
 
MEDITATE on Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your 
sins are scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are crimson red, they will be like 
wool.” God is sending you an invitation. The invitation is an imperative: “Come!” The invitation 
is immediate: “now!” It is intimate: “let us reason together.” And most of all, the invitation is 
incredible: “no matter how indelible your sin, I’ll forgive it!” Will you receive the invitation? 
 
PRAY. “Lord, I accept the invitation. I do return to You now. Do forgive my sins, please. I need 
your help today. In Jesus name, Amen.” 
  



 

 

DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 2, “We Arrogant Nose-breathers!” 
 
STUDY. In 2:1-4, Isaiah writes with the lyrical beauty of Shakespeare, but his message is far 
more relevant: “A Golden Age is coming—the Lord (Yahweh) will come to earth and put an 
end to war, and he and his nation Israel will rule the world in peace, and all nations will go up 
to Jerusalem to worship and study.” These verses prove the case for premillennialism—that 
there will be a golden age on earth (Revelation 20 specifies 1000 years) between Christ’s return 
and eternal Heaven. 
 The rest of the chapter is a remarkable, sweeping warning blast against the arrogance of 
man. Pride is the sin God hates most, so much that he declares through clenched teeth not once 
but twice that “the pride of mankind will be humbled, and human loftiness will be brought 
low” (11, 17). And no less than three times we are told that when God’s anger against arrogance 
crashes down, the world will run to hide in caves, rocks and holes in the ground (10, 19, 21). 
 And how stupid is pride? How dumb is it to arrogantly trust in man rather than the 
Creator? “Are you kidding me,” God says? “You breathe through your nose to stay alive! And 
you think you’re invincible?” 
 
MEDITATE. On two things: 1. Pride. Is there the least bit of pride in your life that you could 
root out? Do you compare yourself to others, and think “I’m superior”?  
In conversation, do you try to make others think better of you than they should? 
2. Evangelism. Modern voices tell us on TV and in the movies that the worst arrogance today is 
thinking Christianity is better than any other religion, that we should discard old ideas that a 
Golden Age is coming when the Lord Christ will rule. “We’re the experts, trust us, not what 
your Bible says!” But God scorns them (v. 22) as arrogant nose-breathers who will one day 
cower in the dust. If Isaiah 2 is correct, isn’t it time we cared that all nations hear the gospel 
before it’s too late?   
 
PRAY. “Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed and glorified be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, in that Golden Age on earth, as it is in Heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 3, “Pride Goeth Before a Fall” 
 
STUDY. Proud people get humiliated eventually. God guarantees it. This chapter illustrates it… 
in two ways: Israel’s proud Leaders will get humiliated, 1-15; and Israel’s proud Women will 
get humiliated, 16-4. Note: since the word women is actually daughters of Zion in the Hebrew text, 
these women probably also symbolize the nation as a whole (see 3:25-26), which is compared to 
a beautiful and haughty woman who is solely obsessed with her looks and image. 
 You want a fascinating “inside view” of what living in Israel in 700 B.C. was like?  
Check out the list of the 11 categories of leading people they idolized, 2-3 (includes magicians!). 
And then the list of the jewelry, clothes, etc., the upper-class women amassed to be cool and 
attractive, 18-21 (handbags!). 
 God is not happy that his people put their trust in heroes, warriors, etc.—all of them 
“nose-breathers”! (2:22), rather than in him. So he will deprive them of these leaders, he says 
--humiliate these proud rock stars by letting them be taken into captivity--and leave Israel with 
only youth and housewives who have neither the training nor the experience to lead the nation.  
 
MEDITATE. Who do we look to for leadership? Are they proud or humble? Do we tend to 
idolize them—put them on a pedestal that God alone should occupy in our heart? Do we count 
on our heroes to give us meaning, worth, and security—things that God alone can give? 
When we do, it is a sure recipe for failure. Instead (1) we must trust God alone for what God 
alone can provide—meaning, worth, and protection; (2) we must allow our leaders (in our 
homes, churches, and country) to make mistakes in their leadership, because they are not God; 
(3) we must refuse to put any human on a pedestal that God alone should fill (respect them yes, 
adore them no). 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, thank you for the “heroes” you have put in my life—(tell God their names). 
I love them. I admire them. But Lord, keep me from putting them on a pedestal meant for you 
alone. It’s you alone I worship. It’s you alone I adore. It’s you alone I trust. In Jesus name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 4, “The Branch” 
 
STUDY. This brief chapter (4:2-6) completes the “chapter 2-4 sandwich.” The sandwich consists 
of two delicious pieces of homemade sourdough bread (2:1-4 and 4:2-6), with a hunk of 
sauerkraut in the middle (ch. 2-3)! 
 To explain. Chapters 2-4 began with a happy vision of the Future (“the last days”).  
In a quick “movie preview,” we see Jerusalem as the world capital atop a mountain, and on the 
throne, the Lord (“Yahweh”) himself, 2:1-4. Pointing to that day when darkness will turn to 
bright day, Isaiah gushed, “Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!” (2:5). 

But pain must precede that joy. So chapters 2-3 describe the painful cleansing that the 
people of Zion will endure in the intervening time. There will be years of tears (3:26). 

But now the preview of our glorious future returns, 4:2-6. “In that day” the people of 
Zion will be ruled by the beautiful, glorious Branch—the Messiah, and as a result: 

-- we will flourish and prosper, 4:2 
-- we will be called holy and have life eternal, 4:3 
-- we will be pure, cleansed by judgment and fire, 4:4 
-- we will be get to have God living with us all the time! 4:5 
-- we will be sheltered and safe forevermore, 6 

 
MEDITATE. Do you love prophecy, or skip over it? Many Christians have reacted so strongly 
against end-times date-setting and chart-drawing that they have thrown out the baby with the 
bathwater. We have been afraid of being viewed as one of those prophecy-obsessed, antichrist-
freaking, culture-denying, Scofield Bible-hugging dispensationalists that when we come across 
prophecy of the end times, we ignore it…rather than loving and studying it the way the greatest 
saints throughout the Bible and history have loved it. Even in church we no longer sing about 
the Second Coming the way we used to. It’s time we started loving prophecy again. Isaiah 
sprinkles some great prophecies in his first 12 chapters (look for them in ch. 2,4,7,9,11). Embrace 
them! Let them inspire you, comfort you, and motivate you to go “all out” for God! 
 
PRAY. It may be at midday, it may be at twilight,  

It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight, 
 Will burst into light in the blaze of His glory, when Jesus receives His own. 
 Oh, Lord Jesus, how long, how long, ‘ere we shout the glad song, 
 Christ returneth! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen. Hallelujah! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 5, “The Song of the Vineyard” 
 
STUDY. Chapter 5 brings the introductory oracles to a close. If ch. 1 introduced the book as a 
whole, and then ch. 2-4 laid bare the huge gap between what Israel was called to be and what 
she, in fact, was;  ch. 5 brings us back to the reality of Israel’s condition at this moment. 
However she may be blessed in the future, the fact is that somehow her present sin must be 
faced and dealt with. Future joy (4:2-6) doesn’t allow you to evade present evil. 
 The parable of the vineyard (5:1-7) is one of the beautiful and artistic poems in all the 
Bible, and a favorite of our Lord Jesus, who used it often (Matt. 21, Mark 12, John 15, etc.). 
Its meaning is clear: Israel is like a vineyard whose owner has lavished a great deal of care upon 
it, only to discover that it doesn’t produce good grapes “Look how God has cared for you,” 
Isaiah says, “but the fruit of your lives is bitter and sour. Isn’t God justified if he decided to 
remove his care and protection from you?” 
 Take a closer look. The parable falls into 4 sections, the first 4 with two verses each: 
1-2  the vineyard story 3-4 the courtroom drama: “verdict, please” 
5-6  the owner’s decision 7     the application: “I’m talkin’ about you” 
 In 5:8-25 Isaiah specifies the “wild grapes” which Israel has produced: greed (8-10), 
debauchery (11-12), arrogance (18-19), perversion (20-21: Woe to those who call evil good and good 
evil!), and injustice (22-23). All of these are introduced by the word hoy, translated “woe.”  
It’s not just a threat, it’s a lament. God’s not just angry, he’s grief-stricken. Finally, Isaiah paints 
the scene of the destruction of the Israel, God’s vineyard (5:26-30). 
 
MEDITATE. In difficult conversations, feelings run high, and communication is tricky. 
Use the power of story to disarm and explain, as Isaiah does here. Think of how the prophet 
Nathan told the story of a poor man with only one lamb (2 Sam. 12) to disarm David and blow 
away his defenses. Both prophets let their listener judge himself at the end of the story. In the 
New Testament, Jesus and Paul used the same “power of a well-told story” to persuade people. 
For that difficult conversation you need to have, can you come up with a story?  
 One more thought from the first paragraph above: “Future joy doesn’t allow you to 
evade present evil.” Even when you wander off course, never lose sight of coming joy, of  
the assurance of eternal life. But know that your wandering must be dealt with. Wild grapes 
bring judgment. Keep a grip on both the present and the future. Carry balanced buckets.  
 
PRAY. Lord, I’m sorry I forget I’m as precious to you as your prize vineyard, and that You have high 
hopes for me and the fruit I’ll produce. I’m sorry I produce wild, sour grapes. You be my vine, I’ll be your 
branches. With you in me today, and I in you, we’ll produce fruit everyone will love. In Jesus, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


