
 
 

WEEK TEN 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 44, “The Idol-Maker’s Shop”  
 
STUDY. At the close of ch. 43, Isaiah reminds the exiles that their suffering is richly deserved due to 
their sinfulness. Now in captivity far from home, their fear is that God has permanently rejected them. 
“But now” (v. 1) introduces a comforting exhortation: Don’t fear that you are finished forever, for four 
reasons: God still loves you as his own, 1-2; he will pour out his Spirit on you, 3; he will give you many 
descendants, 4; and in fact, one day people will count it a privilege to be an Israelite, 5. 
 Starting in v. 6, the theme that Yahweh is “the one and only God” is brought to a rousing climax. 
The Lord contrasts his ability to order history with the inability of the idols (6-23). He alone can predict 
the future, idols can’t (6-8). The truth is, idol worship is utter foolishness, both silly and deadly (9-20). 
The Achilles’ heel of all paganism is its addiction to idol making. How can an idol, made by craftsmen 
from metal or wood, ever save anyone? Isaiah takes us into the idol-maker’s shop and in graphic detail, 
shows us how idols are made. The whole thing is nothing (9), worthless (10), and shameful (11).  

We view the process backward step-by-step from the finish to the start, with its sweat, skill, and 
folly. In the final stage of god making, metal is applied to the wooden form (12). Earlier the woodworker 
fashioned the basic form with great skill and effort (13). Even earlier he had to plant the right trees (14). 
In the end, idol-worshipers believe that a log--half of which was used to build a fire for heat and food—
turns into a god (15-17). How can anyone be that stupid? Answer: they’ve become blind (18-20)—as 
John Calvin put it, they chose over and over to shut their own eyes, and finally God blinded them. 

In closing, God himself calls on his people to remember his grace and return to him (21-22). 
 
MEDITATE. Are you a little uncomfortable with the strong condemnation against idol worship here? 
We live in modern times, when harsh language is only tolerated when directed at anything hinting of 
intolerance, such as Isaiah’s declaration that the God of Israel is “the one and only God,” or Jesus’ word 
that he is “the (only) way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), with no salvation elsewhere (Acts 4:12).  
 This is why Isaiah damns idol worship with all his might. He knows that it’s not just silly but 
deadly, not just a mistake but an abomination (19). Like a climbing instructor saying to an un-roped 
climber who reaches for a piece of rotten granite, “Death is in your hand,” Isaiah says to the idolater, “A 
lie is in your hand” (20). If you know the truth that saves from death, to keep silent is criminal neglect.  

What idols tempt us? In his fantasy American Gods, Neil Gaiman (an agnostic) pinpoints our 
“new gods” as the media (television, the internet) and Big Money (Wall Street, etc.). Probably so. 
  
PRAY. Lord, you have given me so many good gifts. Keep me from adoring them rather than you. Show 
me the smallest hints of idolatry in me, and protect me from the gods of money, sex, power, possessions, 
and family. Pour out your Spirit on me in conviction and draw me back to you. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 
 
 
 
 



DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 45, “The Cyrus Prophecy”  
 
STUDY. The LORD (Yahweh) proves that he is the one and only God by predicting—160 years ahead of 
time!—that he will install Cyrus as his chosen instrument (“anointed one”) to destroy the pagan Gentiles 
holding Israel captive (1). He himself will go before the conqueror to prepare the way for him. When 
Cyrus arrives at the city of Babylon, God says, he will find the gates open for him, and the hidden 
treasures his for the taking (3). Sure enough, in 539 Cyrus found an easy way into the impregnable 
fortress of Babylon. While the Babylonian elite were enjoying the huge national feast thrown by king 
Belshazzar (see Daniel 5), Cyrus diverted the Euphrates River, allowing his Persian army to walk through 
the “open (underground) gates” into the city! 
 Being sovereign over the whole world, God does not hesitate to use unbelievers to accomplish his 
plans. Twice God says that Cyrus does not know him (4,5), yet he honors him with the titles “shepherd” 
(44:28) and “anointed” (45:1). Why use Cyrus? God gives three reasons: that Cyrus might know (3), that 
Israel might know (4), and that the world might know (6) that he is the one and only God. Nothing on 
earth occurs apart from him (7). The pagan world has always taught dualism--that the universal god (the 
Force, in Star Wars) is equally light and dark, good and evil, yin and yang, in an eternal battle. Not so. 
There is only one supreme God who is Light and Good, who temporarily permits Dark and Evil to exist. 
 This sovereign God who chose Moses to lead the “first exodus” has a right to choose Cyrus for 
the “second exodus”: criticizing his plan is like a pot criticizing the potter or a newborn his parents (9-13). 
And in the end, God’s plan will see the Gentile world streaming to Jerusalem to bow the knee to the one 
and only God, the God who saved Israel (14-19). “Turn to me and be saved!” the Lord invites the Gentile 
world, “for I am God and there is no other” (22)! Some will respond in faith and be saved; others will not; 
but all Israel will be saved (24-25; see Rom. 11:26). 
 
MEDITATE on today’s “inclusivism.” Today’s post-modern preachers would’ve written Isaiah like this: 
1. “Let us repent of our sinful idolatry in insisting that our God is the only god.” 
2. “Let us acknowledge the spark of divinity in the Babylonian religion and all other world religions.” 
3. “Let us admit that other expressions of faith and morality are as good as, and in many cases better and  
     more loving than, our narrow traditionalist conceptions of faith and morals.” 

But what Isaiah gives us is precisely the opposite: 
1. Our sin is not declaring steadfastly that God is exclusively unique, the One and Only God. 
2. What the Babylonians and other religions call “gods” are not gods at all, but man-made dummies. 
3. God is the sovereign lord of the universe, who has clearly defined the faith and morals he accepts as  
    goodness and light, and all divergent expressions of faith and morals are therefore dark and evil. 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, help me to love the world as you do, seeing every person as someone made in your 
image and for whom you died. Save me from the sin of superiority. But save me, too, from “going along 
in order to get along,” from concealing truths about “the (only) way, the truth, and the life” that might 
turn darkness into light and death into life for a confused friend or co-worker. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 46, “Carry me!”  
 
STUDY. God is summing up his argument that he is superior to the pagan gods in every way, but 
especially in his ability to deliver from trouble (45:17,20; 46:2,4,7,13), as he is about to do for Israel. 
In v. 1-4, he names two of the chief gods of Babylon, often paraded with reverent pomp, and snorts that 
they are humiliatingly loaded onto oxcarts and donkeys when crisis comes, since the gods they represent 
can’t save them (1-2)! The point is: “how can a god you have to carry around ever save you?” In contrast, 
it is God who has been carrying Israel from the start and will continue to carry them until the finish (3-4). 
 The logical conclusion: There is no comparison between God and the gods (5-7). The idol-gods 
are man’s creation and are bound by time and space. He is man’s Creator and is bound by nothing. For the 
fourth time (40:19-20; 41:6-7; 44:9-20), God mocks the idea of worshiping manufactured idols (6-7).  
 Speaking through his prophet, God sums up his major theme that he is the one and only God 
because he alone controls history, as demonstrated by his ability to predict the future. Because we (his 
people) tend toward sinful unbelief, he calls on us to recall all we know of him, as far back as we can go 
(“from eternity”, 8-9). He has a plan, he’s told us his plan, and his plan includes Cyrus (“a bird of prey 
from the east,” 10-11). Instead of being hardhearted and doubting, we must believe God (12-13). 
  
MEDITATE. President Reagan used the poem, as did Ann Landers. Its first publication (1978) went: 
An elderly man, who had lived his life and left this world to go and meet his Maker asked the Lord a 
question. "As I'm looking down on the paths I've trod, I see two sets of footprints on the easy paths. 
But down the rocky roads I see only one set of footprints. "Tell me, Lord, why did you let me go down all 
those hard paths alone?" The Lord smiled and simply replied, "Oh, my son, you've got that all wrong! 
I carried you over those hard paths." The poem is called “Footprints in the Sand.” 
 Two Bible verses tell us that at times God carries us, and remind us of the poem. Deuteronomy 
1:31 is the first: “in the wilderness…you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his 
son.” The other one is here in Isaiah 46:3-4, which amazes us with the thought that God carries us from 
birth throughout our lives, and even in our old age when our hair turns gray. Aren’t you glad for that? 
 
PRAY. Lord, carry me. Carry me now. From my sinking sand to your solid ground, carry me. The only 
way I’ll ever make it out, is if you carry me. I will trust you today to carry me. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 47, “Magic Woman”  
 
STUDY. The oracle about the downfall of Babylon’s idol-gods (ch. 46) is followed fittingly by an oracle-
prophecy of the fall of “Lady Babylon” herself, in 539 B.C. to Cyrus of Persia. The poem is blunt, harsh. 
Speaking to Babylon as if speaking to a delicate, dainty girl who has never known anything but pampered 
luxury and a throne, God says, “Get down, sit in the dust!” (v. 1) This beautiful, proud princess will lose 
her veil and long gown and wear clothes befitting millstone grain-grinding: the lowest form of slavery (2). 
In fact, complete humiliation is in her future (3). We hear a cry of praise from Israel in the background, 
for the downfall of Lady Babylon means an end of her enslavement of them (4). 
 What does God have against Babylon? He explains in v. 5-11. Above all else, her fault is making 
the very claim God himself makes, to be absolutely unique, self-existent, and immortal (7,8,10): “I AM, 
and there is no one else besides me.” She has behaved with unforgiveable arrogance toward her captives 
(6-7), convinced that her skill in magic and the occult will keep her safe forever (7,9-10,12-13). 

Babylon was the world center of magic and astrology (7,9-10,12-13). In the book of Daniel, in 
fact, a magician was simply called a “Chaldean/Babylonian” (1:20; 2:2,27, etc.). The magicians of 
Babylon gave us the horoscope. And like the evil sorceress Morgan le Fay of King Arthur (youth will 
think of Saruman and Voldemort), Babylon believed her magic powers gave her the ability to live forever. 
“But evil will come on you, and you will not know how to charm it away,” God says. (Notice how God 
contradicts v. 8 with v. 9, and v. 10 with v. 11). 
 If you don’t believe me, God mocks in 12-15, go ahead and put your trust in your magic. Who 
knows, maybe it will help you? Maybe your sorcerers can cast some spell that scare your enemies away!  
Maybe your horoscopes will tell you how to escape (13)! When it comes to his arrogant enemies, God is 
not above using sarcasm. But he ends with cold fury: when the fire of trouble comes, it won’t be a cozy 
campfire, but a roaring conflagration that will devour everything, helpless magicians included (14-15). 
 
MEDITATE. The magic business was big business in Babylon. And still is. Folks who disdain the idea 
that Jesus worked a miracle religiously check their horoscope every day, and make decisions based on the 
signs of the zodiac which Greece inherited from these very Babylonians. Parents allow their children to 
grow up thinking that ultimate power might be found in the manipulation of a magic wand or a spell. 
Let’s remind ourselves often, and those in our charge, that the world is controlled by God, not magic. 
And that wise men are not always good (think of the brilliant minds in German and Japan in WW2). 
 
PRAY. Thank you, Lord, for the promise that “the prayer of a righteous person has great power” (James 
5:20). But I know it’s not because my words have any magic power in themselves. The power is all yours, 
and I am helpless and dependent on you to act. But you are greater than magic, and your Enemy the evil 
sorcerer Satan is no threat to you at all. But you’ve told me to ask, and I ask you today as a personal favor 
to act in a mighty way for your glory in answering my requests . . . in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 48, “Listen! Leave!”  
 
STUDY. This chapter wraps up the first section of Isa. 40-66, which presents the “near prophecy” of 
Israel’s deliverance from Babylon by God’s tool, the Persian conqueror Cyrus. Based on ch. 40-47, Isaiah  
passes on three commands from God: (1) Listen to me! Be aware of how amazing my prophecies are,   
and understand why I’ve delivered you even though you are religious fakes with rebellious hearts (1-11); 
(2) Listen to me! Be aware of my sovereignty as lord of creation and lord of history, and understand that 
if only you’d listened to me before, you’d have lived in peace and harmony, not painful captivity (12-19); 
(3) Get out of Babylon, go home! Through my servant Cyrus, I’m setting you free. (20-22). 
 In v. 1-2, in the first of ten times in this chapter, the Lord tells his people to listen! “Hear!” In 
Hebrew thought, you’re not really hearing (God, your parents, etc.) if you’re not obeying what you hear. 
He piles up seven traditional religious descriptions of Israel, in the middle inserting the zinger that they 
are religious fakes, just playing games (“not in truth and righteousness”). In v. 4 he will describe them as 
a stubborn animal that digs in its heels, stiffens its neck, and refuses to move. And in v. 17-18 God 
describes himself as a heartsick teacher, crying: “If only you had paid attention to my commands!” 
 Why, then, has God always given his rebel people prophecies and fulfilled them (3-5), and why is 
he now giving new prophecies to them (6-8)? Ans.: To prove to them that he’s the one and only God (5). 
Why doesn’t he just destroy his rebel people in his anger? Answer: For the sake of his name/glory (9-11). 

The section ch. 40-48 closes with the explicit command for them to seize the opportunity to get 
out of Babylon (“leave…flee!” 20) and return home. And on the way, like soldiers finally freed from 
prison camp, they should shout for joy, telling the whole world that Yahweh God has fulfilled his 
prophecy of 150 years before. Once again they’ll be on a miraculous exodus to the Promised Land (20). 
But rebels won’t enjoy the shalom God has provided (21: see the same words at the end of ch. 57). 
 
MEDITATE. There are three cries in this chapter: “Listen!”, “If only…”, and “Leave!” I’m guessing that 
one of them is exactly what you need right now.  
(1) Perhaps God is saying to you, “Listen!” If you’re slow to hear, or stubborn, he repeats it ten times!   
(2) Perhaps God is lamenting to you, “If only…” Are you just now realizing how you blew it recently?     
     Will you join God in lamenting it? 
(3) Perhaps God is urging you, “Leave!” Do you need to flee a Babylon that holds you captive? 
 
PRAY. Lord, I'm tired, I’m worn. My heart is heavy from the work it takes to keep on breathing. 

I've made mistakes. I've let my hope fail. My soul feels crushed by the weight of this world. 
I know that you can give me rest, so I cry out with all that I have left: 
Let me see redemption win. Let me know the struggle ends, 
that you can mend a heart that's frail and torn, 'cause I'm worn. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
Listen to the song at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUEy8nZvpdM 

 
 
 


