
 
 

WEEK TWELVE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 52:13-53:12, “My Substitute”  
 
STUDY. The fourth Servant song (prophecy/oracle) is surely the most important text in the entire Old 
Testament. The writers of the New Testament tell us this by their use of it: if these 15 verses were lost 
from the Old Testament, it could be reconstructed almost totally from its many quotations in the New!     
It is also the most written-about of OT texts: it is said that the number of books and articles penned on 
Isaiah 53 is so vast that no person could read them all in a lifetime. 
 This greatest of prophecies makes this announcement: The Lord promises to exalt his Servant 
because he died in the place of guilty mankind to deliver them from their sins. 

The poem is divided into five stanzas of three verses each. There is an introduction (52:13-15) 
which begins on a note of triumph: The Servant will succeed in his mission--the day will come when he is 
“raised and lifted up” in victory. Note that the poem ends in 53:12 on the same high note (“a portion 
among the great…divide the spoils among the strong” 53:12--the spoils belong to the victor). There’s a 
reason why Isaiah cries “success!” at the start and the finish of the song: nothing in between looks at all 
like victory! In the very next line, the Servant is appallingly disfigured. He hardly appears human. People 
around the world are shocked speechless that the Servant will save the world by his own demise. 

In stanzas 2-4 (53:1-9), we learn the meaning of the Servant’s pain and death from a surprising 
source--Israelites who rejected and killed Jesus, but later realize their error and believe. It’s as if we’re 
overhearing two Jews, new converts after hearing Peter at Pentecost, standing on a street corner in 
Jerusalem confessing to each other how hugely they misunderstood Christ’s suffering and crucifixion. 
First they talk about their Rejection of the Servant (1-3). They confess they didn’t recognize Jesus as “the 
arm of the Lord” who came to save them; who’d think the Lord’s arm would look like this (1)? After all, 
he came onto the scene quietly, unassumingly (2). While deliverers are always attractive or magnetic, his 
looks were quite ordinary (2). And since he was suffering so much, it was easier just to turn away (3). 
The Servant had come to take away the sins of the world, but no one paid any attention to him. 
 The third stanza (53:4-6) erases any doubt about why the Servant suffered. Despite what “we” 
thought, he was not suffering because God was punishing him for his own sin (4). Instead, it was our 
sufferings that he bore, and it is for “our transgressions” and “our iniquities” that he suffered (5). We are 
the sheep who have gone astray, but he has been beaten for our sinful wandering (6). 
 Believing Israel reports the circumstances of his death and burial in v. 7-9. Innocent, he submitted 
to death willingly (7). His own generation didn’t understand the meaning of his death (8). Although he 
was assigned a grave with criminals, he was buried in a grave for a rich man because he was just (9).  
 In conclusion, 53:10-12 tells us that none of this was an accident; the crushing of his Servant was 
God’s plan, to make him a sin offering for the world. Ending the poem as he began it, the Lord promises 
to exalt his Servant because he accomplished the “mission impossible” of saving mankind by his death. 
 
PRAY. Lord, I see it so clearly now: You took my sins and my sorrows, you made them your very own. 
You bore the burden to Calvary, and suffered and died alone. How marvelous, how wonderful! And my  
song will ever be: “How marvelous, how wonderful, is my Savior’s love for me.” In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 



DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 54, “Love Forever”  
 
STUDY. The Lamb has now taken away the sin of the world (Isaiah 53)--and so everything has changed! 
No longer in Isaiah is salvation being promised and anticipated (see Isaiah 52). Now the deliverance has 
happened, and the natural and proper response is to break forth with shouts of joy (1)! 
 Isaiah 54 is God’s heartwarming love song to his people Zion. In v. 1-10, Zion is a disgraced 
woman whom he now showers with love and honor. To tug the heart of his wife Zion—and our heart--
into recalling the depth of our previous disgrace, the Lord addresses us as three different “women of 
disgrace”: a barren woman (1-3), a widow (4-5), and a divorced woman (6-8). To each he promises a 
transformed experience of success and happiness. In v. 8, God says: “Once I refused to look at you. My 
anger gushed over you like a flood; but that’s nothing compared to the eternal sea of tender compassion in 
Me that has saved you.” The climax comes in v. 9-10, with God’s promise that “the mountains may 
depart and the hills slide away, but my love will not depart from you, nor will my covenant of peace slide 
away.” Restoration to the land is not the critical thing anymore; restoration to the loving look of God is. 
All that remains for us to do, as it was for Israel, is to accept his salvation and love, and shout for joy. 
 In v. 11-17, the scene changes from a disgraced wife to a ruined city. Once God’s people were 
like a poor city “lashed by storms” (11), crushed by “tyranny” and “terror” (14). But since God is the one 
who brought all of that havoc (16), he’s the one who could now transform them into the city beautiful. No 
more broken down walls. From now, it’s all “battlements of rubies” (12) and peace (shalom, 13). 
 
MEDITATE. When, in life, did your desperate state before Christ ever really crash down on your heart? 
Do you remember when you saw your utter, helpless lostness clearly for the first time? If that’s happened 
to you, you’ll recall that an ocean of gratitude washed over you when your eyes opened. Before then, 
though you were unaware, self-sufficient pride had crept in on little cat feet and fogged up your mind (to 
twist a line from Carl Sandburg’s “Fog”). But suddenly you saw it clearly: God had by amazing grace 
surrounded you—a barren woman--with laughing children (1-3), married you—a widow—to the most 
wonderful husband in the world (4-5), and welcomed you back home—an unfaithful and rejected 
divorcee—into his arms with guarantees of everlasting love (6-8). 
 
PRAY. Your love, oh God, is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell. It goes beyond the highest star 
and reaches to the lowest hell. Could we with ink the oceans fill, and were the sky of parchment made, 
were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a scribe by trade--to write your love, oh God above, 
would drain the ocean dry, nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.        
Your love, oh God—how measureless and strong! It shall forevermore endure, the saints’ and angels’ 
song. That I should be an object of such love, oh God, fills me with humble joy. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 55, “Come to the Waters”  
 
STUDY. In ch. 54, God said, “I love you.” In ch. 55, he invites, in an earnest “Billy Graham” appeal: 
“Come to my love, receive my forgiveness. But don’t wait. Do it now.” He entreats us no less than twelve 
times in v. 1-7. Everything has been done, the tables are set, the banquet is ready. How tragic it would be 
if the invitees, though thirsty and hungry, turn away! They must come! 
 After getting their attention (“Ho!”), God (through Isaiah) calls the thirsty to come and drink 
freely, and the hungry to enjoy a free meal (cf. Prov. 9:5-6; Matt. 5:6; John 4:13-14; 6:32-35; Rev. 22:17). 
Water for parched and sinful throats, representing the Holy Spirit in Isaiah (32:15; 44:3), is now offered 
freely to the people by the Servant’s sacrifice. Jesus echoed these words in his invitation to the woman at 
the well, and listeners in the temple, to drink of him for eternal life (John 4:10-14; 7:37-38). “Buy it 
without price,” we are told. But how can we acquire it free? Perhaps someone has already paid the price?  

Something greater than food for the body is being served, of course. The bread and other stuff 
that people buy to make themselves happy do not “satisfy” (2). No, the purpose of this feast is “that your 
soul may live” (3). Our soul—our whole being--will be satisfied by the Lord’s feast. But we must come. 
A banquet table is worse than useless to the person who is too proud or too ashamed to come and eat. But 
if we come, we will share the everlasting promises made to David and Israel (4-5).  
 The second half of the chapter (6-13) resumes the evangelistic invitation of v. 1-3, but with a 
solemn note: come now! Don’t stay in unbelief, waiting for full certainty. Exercise faith now and let 
understanding follow. We must reach out to God in faith (“Seek…call”) for four reasons: (1) God will not 
invite indefinitely; there’s a “time of salvation,” when God is near (6-7; John 13:35; 2 Cor. 6:2).  
(2) We must abandon our sinful ways and thoughts because they are not God’s ways and thoughts (8-9). 
(3) We can totally count on his word—he will show us mercy and forgive us if we turn to him (10-11).  
In a powerful comparison, Isaiah says that God’s word is just like the rain--both rain and word save from 
death and bring life and flourishing. And both return to heaven after accomplishing their purpose! 
And finally, we should “seek (and) call upon” the Lord because (4) future glory is coming, when all 
creation will sing and rejoice along with us as we ex-rebels and sinners enter earth’s Golden Age (12-13). 
And God’s plan of redemption through his Servant will stand for all time as a testimony to his glory (13).    
 
MEDITATE. The nature of faith has been the same since the beginning. People want to decide what is 
right and wrong for themselves, and so they demand perfect information before they will commit. But 
God will not give us the answers and explanations we demand, yet pleads, “Trust me. Step out in faith.” 
Abraham did, left his home for an unknown land, and his faith saved him. Peter did, and stepped out of 
the boat. And when we surrender our right to know everything first, and then to decide what is what for 
us, and instead obey Christ’s plea that we “take the drink of water” that he provides, we find eternal life. 
In short, God calls us to come from hunger to food, from thirst to water, from death to life. “But I already 
have food and drink and life and happiness,” we foolishly think. But if trusting him we go ahead and 
drink, we look back and say, “Whoa, all that food and drink and happiness I had was only an illusion.”  
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, I pray for -----, that out of their thirst they will come to you and drink, and find life.         
I pray that ------- will stop spending their energy and money on things that will never satisfy, and instead 
come feast at your table freely. I pray that ------ will seek you while you may be found, and call upon you 
while you are near. Please have mercy on them and pardon them, for your glory, in Jesus’ name, amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FOUR 
` 
READ Isaiah 56, “Foreigners, Eunuchs, and Outcasts”  
 
STUDY. Why does Isaiah keep writing? On the surface, it seems the book should’ve ended with ch. 55. 
What more remains to be said? After all, ch. 49-52 revealed our need as sinners for a Savior; ch. 52:13-
53:12 gave us that Savior—the Servant dying in our place for our sin; finally, ch. 54-55 thrilled us with 
the free offer of that salvation—God’s love and grace--to all who accept it. What more needs to be said? 
Answer: the same thing that needs to be said to every new believer who receiving eternal life, says, “I’m 
guaranteed of heaven, so can I go on living the way I used to, ‘so that grace may increase’?” (Rom 6:1). 
Paul will reply: “That’s absurd--the very idea is inconceivable, because you were delivered from that life 
when you died with Christ. You mustn’t live the way you once did, because you’re not the person you 
once were.” And what follows in Romans is the challenge to live the Christian life—the life of Christ. 
The book of Isaiah--the “Romans of the Old Testament”—mirrors Paul’s theology 700 years earlier! 
Having received the free gift of salvation in ch. 55, we are told to “work out our salvation” in ch. 56.  
 “Keep justice and do what is right” (1) is a dash of cold water in the face after the glowing 
promises of ch. 54-55. Are these words a denial of what has just been said, that salvation is free? Is it 
necessary to be righteous before I can receive God’s salvation? Surely not—the whole structure of Isaiah 
argues against it. What is being said then? Read the next line: Justice and righteousness are to be done 
“because my salvation” is at hand. In other words, obedience is to be lived out as a response to salvation. 
We are urged to do what was once impossible for us to do (46:13). Finally, we can live righteous lives! 
 But what does it mean for a redeemed Israelite to live a righteous life? Isaiah replies that the 
“happy” Israelite, the one who is truly blessed in life, avoids two behaviors (2): “profaning the Sabbath” 
and “doing evil.” The first is specific, the second is general. The Fourth (“Sabbath”) Commandment was 
the unique sign of the special relationship between God and the nation Israel (Exodus 31:13). The fact 
that God is not thinking of rules but a relationship of the heart becomes clear in the next paragraph. 
 Even outcast persons—the “foreigner” and the “eunuch”—should stop thinking of themselves as 
outside of God’s grace. If they will seek God (55:6)--not in legalistic rules but in a loving, personal 
relationship--he will bring them in (4-7). For God plans to gather people in from all over the world (8)! 
 But even a return from captivity won’t guarantee a new lifestyle; for redeemed people often fail 
to live redeemed lives. In Israel, the blame for this lay at the feet of the wicked leaders (9-12). If their 
spiritual leaders continue to be spiritually unconscious—“blind watchmen…sleeping watchdogs…drunk 
shepherds”—what chance is there that the people who follow them will love the Lord with a whole heart? 
 
MEDITATE. If we divide Christians into insiders and outsiders based upon whether they resemble us or 
not—rather than on their heart for God—we are not sharing God’s priorities in Isaiah 56. Someone may 
lack the “right” credentials, appearance, or culture; but if they are God-seekers and Jesus-followers, God 
says, “They love me, and I’ve brought them into my house. Don’t you dare exclude them.” 
 
PRAY. Dear Jesus, friend of sinners, You love every lost cause; you reach for the outcast, 
              For the leper and the lame; they're the reason that You came; 
             Lord I was that lost cause and I was the outcast, but you died for sinners just like me, 
              A grateful leper at Your feet. Thank you for bringing me in! In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Jesus Friend of Sinners, Casting Crowns https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL9U5mQKQLU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FIVE 
` 
READ Isaiah 57, “Fasts”  
 
STUDY. In ch. 56-57, Isaiah says to Israel, “Now that you’re right with God, you must live righteous 
lives.” But your leaders are worthless and selfish--using their posts to get rich and get drunk (56:9-12). 
While they are pleasuring themselves, he adds (1-2), their flock is being devoured, and righteous are 
disappearing one by one. No one wonders why, but here’s the reason why: When society becomes dark, 
God sometimes removes the godly to spare them from evil and bring them peace and rest.  
 In v. 3-13, Isaiah turns directly to the people (“you”). In strong language he nails the “elect” who 
at heart are idolaters. (Reminder: Isaiah is addressing the Israelites who--liberated by Cyrus and returned 
to Jerusalem--were weak and easily tempted to go along with pagan religions.) Like people who worship 
rocks and trees (5-7), who engage in ritual prostitution (8), and who sacrifice their children (5, 9), their 
idea of spirituality was manipulating their “God” to give them what they want. Their culture was sinking 
into sex-worship, and their generation was willing to destroy the next generation to gratify their lusts. 
 In v. 11-13 God calls them to account. He starts by asking what could possibly have provoked 
them to toss him aside—fear of someone else? They’ve lied about truth, forgotten him, and stopped 
caring (11). But the day is coming when God will no longer remain silent about their sins. The day of 
judgment will arrive and the books will be opened (Rev. 20:12). Then all our righteousness—or lack of 
it—will be exposed. God himself will announce the results (12), and all that man-made spirituality will be 
exposed for the paganism it is. With a breath God will blow it away like the chaff it is (13a). But that need 
not be our future. We can run to the Rock, and be rewarded forever (13b). 
 In v. 14-21—since God’s people are helpless to live righteous lives—God steps in to act. (Note 
the 12 times God says “I” and “my” in 57:14-21, in contrast to the 25 “you,” “your,” “yours,” in 57:1-13.) 
God will “revive” (15) his people when they cannot revive themselves.  
 
MEDITATE on v. 15, the message of the Bible in a nutshell, from God’s lips to your ears. It says 3 
things: (1) God is far above the world he created (“high and lifted up,” 6:1; 52:13)—a statement that rules 
out all Eastern and pagan religions; (2) yet God comes down to live with the crushed and humble—only 
those who know God is high, and they are low, have any hope of walking with him; (3) God revives those 
who are humble--whose life has been crushed out of them, whose spirit is ground down to nothing. 
 
PRAY. Oh Lord, I often pray to be blessed, never to be broken. Break me. Make me humble not proud, 
empty not full, low not high, weak not strong, helpless not capable, so that I will need you, want you, cry 
for you, so that you will fulfill your promise to revive me when I’m crushed and broken.  In Jesus, Amen.  


