
 
 

WEEK FOURTEEN 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 62, “His Delight: You”  
 
STUDY. Can we really be sure? Can we be sure that God will fulfill all his glorious promises? Can we  
be confident that the Sovereign God and his Messiah will (perhaps soon!) invade the world, defeat evil, 
and establish a Golden Age? After all, the world continues to turn dark. Even in “Christian America,” the 
intellectual and media elites jeer our loyalty to a “Word of God” and its standards of right and wrong. 
And world news from China, Africa, and the Mideast, only provokes fear. Can we really be sure? 

Ch. 62 (expanding on 61:11) assures us that yes, all the promises will come true! The chapter 
falls into three stanzas: 1-5, 6-9, 10-12. In v. 1-5, Isaiah tells God’s people that one day no one will mock: 
“If your God even exists, then he’s clearly forsaken you!” For God says he will not rest (1) until the 
whole world sees God’s glory and goodness radiating from her (2). God will make her his exquisite 
crown--his choice adornment--holding her lovingly and safely in his hand (3). Instead of “deserted,” 
God’s nickname for her will be “My-Delight-Is-In-Her” (Hephzibah); instead of the land being desolate, 
it will be God’s home (Beulah: “possessed, owned”), as the loving husband who takes joy in them (4-5). 

But even as he delights in his chosen people, God always has an eye on the world (v. 2a). In v. 6-
9, Isaiah promises that the Israel who has been scorned and savaged by the Gentiles will become the 
object of their praise and wonder. Never again will her infidelity to God provoke him to let foreigners 
steal her grain and wine, but instead--God swears this, 8a—those who grow the crops will harvest them 
(foreigners included, 61:5!) and eat them together as part of their worship and praise (8-9)!  

When you are given assurance of final salvation and joy, the proper response is not sit back and 
dream of heaven, but to activate your faith: “Go!…prepare!...raise up!...remove!...,proclaim!” (10-12). 
When Isaiah thinks of the highway, as he often does, he thinks of good highways and bad highways. The 
good highways are the Lord’s highways, over which he will come to bring us peace and salvation, and 
over which nations will come to worship him (11:16; 19:23; 35:8; 40:3; 49:11; 62:10). The bad highways 
are the human highways of hatred and destruction (7:3; 33:8; 36:2; 59:7). Here God calls his people to 
build roads over which all earth’s peoples can come home to God. Compare v. 11 to 40:3-5, 10. 
 
MEDITATE. So you “believed the report” (53:1) about Jesus dying in your place for your sins (53:4-6). 
Do you live with confident assurance that you possess eternal life? What do you base your assurance on? 
On your holiness? Your faithfulness? Your obedience? Or on the same promise of God that you believed 
for salvation? Ever since Isaiah 53, and now especially ch. 62, tells us that God’s promise is for always, 
and his love is unconditional. In fact, he already has a bunch of nicknames for you: Hephzibah (“my 
delight”), Beulah (“my own”), The Holy People, The Lord’s Redeemed, Sought Out, etc. Every time you 
begin to look at yourself for assurance, re-read: https://www.gotquestions.org/assurance-salvation.html.  
 
PRAY. Thank you, Lord, for choosing us to be objects of Your love, In spite of all we’ve done; 
             Gave Your beloved Son to die for us, To make us daughters and sons; 
 You tell us not to fear, for our debts have all been cleared,  

And now You delight over us…  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gw2RafIuRdw 
 



DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 63, “The Lone Warrior”  
 
STUDY. It’s like a scene out of “Pale Rider” (Clint Eastwood). The sentry atop the wall peers far into the 
distance. A man is coming out of the desert. From the south, from Edom, the enemy. A tall man, alone. 
Walking strongly, confidently, like a warrior. In a red cloak? The watchman challenges the stranger: 
“Identify yourself!” The calm reply: “I am the one who speaks what is right, and strong enough to save.” 
The sentry staggers back. I am…speaks…righteous…save? Only God would identify himself thus. 
 And that robe isn’t red-colored, it’s red-spattered. “Have you been trampling grapes in a wine-
press?” Treading the wine press is exactly what he has been doing, he says. He has trampled the enemies 
of his people like grapes, so that their blood has spattered his garments. Why? Because of his anger. 
Why? Because he sees how the enemies of his people (Edom their most bitter, represents them all), 
including their Great Enemy Sin, have hurt and killed them. And he has brought “the day of vengeance” 
in order to bring about “the year of redemption.” Note the four themes in the Divine Warrior’s words in  
v. 3-6: wine-press (the scene), anger (the motive), aloneness (the method), redemption (the purpose). 
 In v. 7-14, Isaiah reminds Israel of their need for the Divine Warrior. Despite their adolescent 
rebellion against him, their Father remained lovingly loyal (hesed the first and last word in v. 7). When 
they were young and got hurt he had lifted and carried them, delivered them from harm, and said, “Surely 
they’ll not play me false” (8-9). But they rebelled, grieving his Holy Spirit (only here and Ps 51:3 in OT!) 
and turning their father into an enemy (10). [Can you find the Trinity in v. 8-10?] Only then did his 
children remember how wonderful their Father always had been to them in the past (11-14). Yet in their 
wandering, they blame their loyal Father for the distance between them, and tell Him to return (15-19)!  
 
MEDITATE. Modern man is offended at the idea that God would get angry and kill people. He is the 
God of love, not the God of wrath. Modern “progressives” worship a god of their own making, for the 
God who reveals himself to us is not Aristotle’s cool, calm, and collected Unmoved Mover. Instead, he is 
a Father who watched his children get brutalized, who sees red and will take bloody vengeance. Does this 
offend you? If so, picture yourself behind barbed wire in a Nazi concentration camp, gasping at the acrid 
stench coming from the gas ovens where your parents just died. You peer through the wire. A lone man is 
coming, a blood-spattered GI. With a burst from his gun he blows the gate open. Kills the guards. Are you 
offended by his violence, the blood? On the contrary, he’s the most beautiful thing you’ve ever seen. He 
is freedom. He is life from the dead. So get real. You can’t make peace with sin. It brutalizes everyone 
you know. It killed the son of God and would damn you to hell. The Divine Warrior comes to slaughter it. 
 
PRAY. Father, our eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;  
     he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
           he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword; his truth is marching on.  
         Glory, hallelujah! Bring your sword, Lord, kill sin in me, and everywhere, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 64, “Split the heavens!”  
 
STUDY. Here is your prayer—the cry of your heart--when you are completely frustrated with what’s 
happening in the world and in your life. “Split the heavens and come down, God, and set things straight!” 
Speaking for God’s people, Isaiah passionately calls God to leave his isolation in his “lofty home” (63:15) 
and come to “make (his) name known to (his) enemies” and make them “tremble at (his) presence” (1-2). 
“Blow our minds, like you did back at the Exodus and at Mt. Sinai” (3; Ex. 19:18)! No eye has seen, no 
ear has heard, of any God like you (was Paul having his devos in Isa. 64:4 when he wrote 1 Cor. 2:9?)—a 
God who “acts on behalf of those who wait for him” (4). Here is the message at the heart of Isaiah’s book: 
God is waiting to reveal himself to those who wait for him. His face is hidden, so we wait for him (8:17): 
wait for him to free us from bondage; wait for his son the Suffering Servant to deal a death blow to sin; 
wait for his son the Warrior to crush the enemy; wait for his son the Messiah to establish the Golden Age. 
Unlike all other so-called gods, our God will act on behalf of those who wait for him (25:9; 30:18; 40:31). 
 The problem is, even the best of us are unable by our own self-discipline to wait as we ought—
joyfully living right, pure lives (5). Even our best efforts are as defiled as “filthy (menstrual) rags” (6). 
Like dead leaves, we are helplessly swept along by the powerful wind of our addiction to sin! We stop 
calling “on (God’s) name, striving to take hold of” him, and our intimacy with him dies. His “face” 
cannot help but be “hidden” from us, and we “waste away” in our iniquity (7).  
 “Help!” Isaiah cries out again (8-12). You must act, God! After all, “we are the clay, and you are 
our Potter, and we all are the work of your hands” (8)! Don’t let our sins make you forget that you formed 
us lovingly on your wheel (9)! Look, see that your “holy places” are lying in ruins (10-11), and get mad. 
Stop holding yourself back, tear the heavens apart, and set things straight (12)! 
 
MEDITATE. Isn’t it wonderful to have a God who—even though his “eyes are too pure to look upon 
evil” (Hab. 1:13)—knows that we are dust and destined to fail in our own effort? A God who welcomes 
our cries to him, even when we make them out of the pit of our own sin? A God who does not turn away 
forever, but comes to save us, even when we are still sinners? A God who loves us to call upon him? 
 Hold this chapter’s two most famous verses on your tongue today—at the same time, for they are 
polar opposites. The first is humbling in the extreme: “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (6). 
Shake your head in shame as you mumble that confession. But the second verse revives with the reminder 
that we are God’s dearly beloved, and he has fashioned us: “We are the clay, you are the potter, and we 
all are the work of your hand!” (8). Lift your head high, straighten your back, and walk into His presence! 
 
PRAY. Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way; thou art the potter I am the clay; 
   Mold me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting yielded and still. 
   Have thine own way Lord, have thine own way; search me and try me, Master, today; 
   Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence, humbly, I bow. 
   Have thine own way Lord, have thine own way; hold over my being, absolute sway; 
    Filled with thy spirit till all can see, Christ only, always, living in me. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 65, “The Golden Age”  
 
STUDY. Back in ch. 64, God’s people passed the buck. They blamed their lack of closeness with God on 
his silence, saying “no one calls on (your) name,” because “you have hidden your face from us” (64:7). 
Now in 65:1, God directly refutes that statement, saying that he has “revealed” himself time and again; 
that their lack of relationship with him is their fault--they haven’t sought him or prayed to him, not really. 
 On his side, God says, he’s been begging his people to return to him nonstop (“I spread out my 
hands all day long,”); but on their side, it’s been all rebellion and making their own bad religious path (2). 
The worship rituals Israel copied were manipulative ways of demanding God’s blessing (3-7), and now 
they are mad because God turned away and refused to be forced; he looked instead for contrite hearts. 
What’s ludicrous is, they get all “holier than thou” (5) to those who don’t play their religious game! 
They want God to act? OK, he will—he’ll give them the “reward” they deserve for their religiosity (7). 
 But take comfort: God never destroys the good with the bad. The cluster has some bad grapes, 
yes, but he won’t toss the whole mess. He sees the good grapes among them and will spare them (8-10). 
Bottom line: God will definitely judge the rebels among his people who have abandoned him (11), but at 
the same time he will protect and bless his “servants” who seek him (13-16). 
 Now begins the wrap-up, the final section of Isaiah. It’s a combination of judgment and hope: 
* Hope (65:17-25)  * Judgment (66:1-6)  * Hope (66:7-14)  * Judgment (66:15-17)  * Hope (66:18-24) 
God begins with a promise: He will create a “new heaven and a new earth,” with no sin and no judgment, 
only eternal joy (17-25). Note: We’ll retain no painful memories associated with the old world! The first 
event in the new world will be a Golden Age (Millennium) on the earth, headquartered in Jerusalem (18). 
The Lord will be the happiest of us all (19; Ps. 45:7), and tears and crying will be no more (Rev. 21:4). 
During the Golden Age, babies will still be born and people will still die after long lives--death and sin 
will not yet be abolished—but they will not domineer with fear as they do now (20). We will live long 
and prosper, work and enjoy the rewards of our labor (21-23). We will talk with God (24). And we will 
no longer fear the violence of nature and its wild beasts, for they will be our friends (25). 
 
MEDITATE. Think future. After Christ defeats the armies of the world at the Battle of Armageddon, 
he’ll kick off the Golden Age: He’ll establish his world capital at Jerusalem, and in order to rule the earth 
with peace, justice and compassion, he’ll assign each of us a role in his government, as John saw: “And 
they lived and reigned with Christ for 1000 years” (Rev. 20:4). What’s the reason for the Golden Age? 
Four reasons: To fulfill the Scriptures; to reward his people for faithful service; to answer the billion cries 
of his children for 2000 years--“thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven!”; and to 
prove that Calvary was essential, for even with Satan bound, man still chooses to rebel (Rev. 20:7-8). 
 
PRAY. Lord, I can only imagine what it will be like, when I walk by your side. 
 I can only imagine what my eyes will see, when your face is before me. 
 Surrounded by your glory, what will my heart feel? 
 Will I dance for you, Jesus—or in awe of you, be still? 
 Will I stand in your presence, or to my knees will I fall? 
 Will I sing hallelujah? Will I be able to speak at all? Lord, I can only imagine... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 66, “Glory”  
 
STUDY. Throughout his final chapter, Isaiah carries balanced buckets--a bucket of judgment/warnings in 
one hand, a bucket of blessing/promises in the other (see ch. 65 above for outline). In v. 1-6, the judgment 
bucket carries a diatribe against ritual religion. It’s a Bible theme—God’s heartburn that we so easily 
focus on the externals of worship instead of our heart (Ps. 50). While heartfelt worship humbles us before 
God, legalistic ritualism fills us with two things that turn God-worship into rank paganism: a feeling of 
pride, and a feeling that God owes us for “doing it right.” God explodes: You think I need your religious 
rituals—a temple, sacrifices, offerings? That’s insane (1). I’ll respond only to humble, contrite hearts, 
who “tremble at my word” (2). When you sacrifice in pride, it’s rank paganism—your ox and lamb and 
grain offerings are as unclean to me as the blood of a pig, a dog, or even a human. Give it to an idol! (3) 
Since you’re choosing “your own” worship, I’ll choose to bring your fears down upon you (3c-4a). 

A word for the heart worshipers who do tremble at God’s word: God knows how the religious 
elites hate you, sees how the ritualists mock you as fanatics, hears them criticize you for “always going on 
about God’s glory” and tell you: “go glorify God elsewhere, not here where we are doing religion right.” 
In just two (the last two!) Hebrew words God slams the door on them: “They will be put to shame” (5-6). 

Now for a promise (7-14): the day will come when the Fall’s effects (pain in childbirth, Gen. 3) 
will be forever gone, and every joy will come to Mother Jerusalem and her children as immediately and 
easily as a baby popping into the world with no labor at all. Zion will fulfill all our needs forever (10-14). 

Isaiah concludes (15-24): “For behold, the Lord is coming in fire.” The day of judgment is 
coming. And in that day, all of man’s evil works and twisted plans will only spotlight God’s glory (18). 
He will gather all the peoples, tongues, and nations to witness his glory (19). We Gentiles who worship 
the God of Israel and declare his glory among the nations will stream to his “holy mountain Jerusalem,” 
bringing the lost members of the house of Israel with them as a precious offering to God (20). And from 
then on, the Levitical priesthood will be include both Jews and Gentiles (21)! Isaiah presents the choice 
one last time: Worship me and live, or rebel and be destroyed (23-24).  
 
MEDITATE…on the “quick, sudden, surprisingly easy” birth God promises, adding in v. 8, “Who has 
heard…seen such things? Shall a nation be brought forth in one moment?” Are there not previews and 
partial fulfillments of this in the abrupt happy release of Israel from captivity by Cyrus, the rapid birth of 
the church at Pentecost, the outburst of the Reformation, the sudden rebirth of the nation Israel in 1948? 
The day is coming when all of a sudden Christ the Servant/Lord will break through the skies, and in a 
single moment Zion will give birth to a brand-new people, freed forever from the curse of sin and death! 
 
PRAY. Lord, we sing to the King who is coming to reign: “Glory to Jesus the Lamb that was slain!” 
 Life and salvation his empire shall bring; joy to the nations when Jesus is King! 
 For his returning we watch and we pray; we will be ready the dawn of that day; 
 We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed: “Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King!” 
 (Join your prayer with that of Billy Foote: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biLCWOXgI2Q) 
  
 
 
 


