
 

 

 
 

WEEK THREE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 11, “The Best King Ever”  
 
STUDY. Like a dark storm cloud looming over Jerusalem is the world’s #1 oppressor Assyria. The Nazi 
Germany of the 8th century, Assyria has rampaged through the known world, wiping out civilizations, and 
little Israel is to be her next victim. Assyria gloats (10:13), “By the strength of my hand I have done it.” 
But God made clear in 10:5 that this boastful tiger is a mere tool in his hand—“the rod of my anger.”  
So when Assyria boasts that they have cut down nations, God says in 10:15, “Shall the axe boast over him 
who hews with it?” And when God has finished with this tool, Isaiah says, “he will punish the speech of 
the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his eyes”(10:12). That guarantee of 
judgment on Assyria peaks in 10:33–34: “Look, the Lord God of Armies will chop off the branches with 
terrifying power, and the tall trees will be cut down, the high trees felled. He is clearing the thickets of the 
forest with an ax, and Lebanon with its majesty will fall.”    

So with that scene of a vast forest of nothing but jagged stumps that God makes by hewing down 
Assyria, Isaiah prophesies the coming of the Messiah as a shoot from the stump of Jesse (11:1). “There 
shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” Jesse was 
the father of king David. So we know that Isaiah is prophesying the fulfillment of 2 Samuel 7, that a son 
of David — a new shoot of Jesse — will come and rule the people of Israel and rule the world.  

Chapter 11 falls into two happy parts: First, verses 1–9 describe the coming “best king ever,”       
in whose peaceful kingdom the knowledge of God fills the earth and the wolf lies down with the lamb. 
Second, vv.10-16 show the whole world streaming to this glorious king, and the gathering of the remnant 
of Israel “from the four corners of the earth.” 
 

MEDITATE. What is so typical of the prophets, and so mystifying to us, is that one prophecy 
flows into the next seamlessly, as if chain-sawing Assyria happens on Sunday and the blossoming from 
the stump of Jesse happens on Monday. (Read 10:33-34 and 11:1 again without the chapter division.)    
No hint that there will be 700 and/or 2,700 years separating these events. But we modern Bible readers 
are blessed—we understand the timing of these prophecies better than Isaiah did, 1 Peter 1:10-11 says. 
For we have all the prophecies in front of us, and the New Testament, and 2700 years of history since. 
All the more reason for us not to close our eyes and use the tired old dodge, “I don’t want to think about 
prophecy. I’m a pan-millennialist--I believe it’ll all pan out in the end, haha.” Love all of God’s word, 
including the prophecies! 
 
PRAY. O come Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind, 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of peace. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 12, “Drawing Water from the Wells of Salvation”  
 
STUDY. This beautiful hymn with its two stanzas wraps up the first major section of Isaiah (ch. 1-12). 
Isaiah challenged small-thinking king Ahaz to trust the Holy One of Israel rather than foreign help (ch. 7). 
When Ahaz refused, Isaiah declared that what Ahaz was trusting in place of God—Assyria—would turn 
on Judah and destroy it, in God’s will. However, proving his love for his people, God would one day 
bring light into their darkness by bringing a deliver, David’s descendant, who would be “God with us.”  
In addition, God would destroy arrogant Assyria and bring about a kingdom of peace ruled by Messiah. 
 Isaiah is asking Israel: How can you not trust a God like this? One day you will, he says in this 
chapter. One day, when God has delivered you from the chains your own unbelief has forged, you will 
sing of God’s deliverance and your salvation (1-3). And then you will tell the world about it (4-6). Note 
the “short course in discipleship” for every Christian in v. 4: praise (“give thanks”), prayer (“call”), 
witness (“make known”). 
 
MEDITATE. Notice something special in v. 3. After singing God’s praise, Isaiah envisions God’s people 
drawing water with joy “from the wells of salvation.” Plural “wells”? Why not “the well of salvation”? 
Answer: because if you’re crossing a desert or a wilderness, it won't do to have a well at the beginning 
and a well at the end—a well in Egypt and a well in the Promised Land. There have to be wells along the 
way, or else you’ll drop dead of thirst in the sand. The wells of salvation are everywhere--they are as 
many as the days of your life, and they are located everywhere you go. The reason for this is both simple 
and deep: God is your salvation. And your wells are the places and the times when you come to him.   
And there is no time or place when he does not invite you to come and drink. (Rev. 22:17). 

PRAY. Today let’s pray Scripture (12:2): O God, you are my salvation. I will trust and not be afraid. 
For the Lord our God is my strength and my song. He also has become my salvation.  
Listen to the original Jews for Jesus song at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xpsr6VOnQEI 
or a more recent version at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSMVMFFUU08 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 13, “Lord of the Nations”  
 
STUDY. It’s clear that ch.13-23 is a distinct section of Isaiah, because the word “oracle” (or “burden”) is 
used repeatedly throughout. God is pronouncing judgment on the nations around Israel: Babylon/Assyria, 
Philistia, Moab, Syria, Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, Arabia, and Tyre. 

But why, since they’ll never read this book? Answer: to emphasize to Israel that it’s stupid for 
them to trust in these foreign nations to save her. Only God, who has promised to save her, can save her.     
Isaiah is asking, why trust the nations when they are under judgment from God, and are going down?  
 The theme of these chapters: The God of Israel is the Lord of the nations. They are all doomed, 
because of their pride (13:11,19; 14:11; 16:6; 23:9). Note that it is pride, even more than Babylon, that is 
the great evil in ch.13-14. Babylon (and its present ruler Assyria) is about to face the terror of coming 
judgment (2-8) for the sin of pride (9-13). Its great power will collapse (14-22) so completely that until 
200 years ago, only hyenas and jackals even knew its location (20-22)! 
 
MEDITATE. What athletes or movie stars do you idolize? It’s so easy for us to be blown away by the 
glory of this world—by the glamor of movie stars and rock stars, by the power of the rich and famous. 
Isaiah got his head cleared when he heard the angels cry, “The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
 For a moment, make a mental list of a few places and people that fill you with awe. Think of how 
you feel when you visit New York City or San Francisco. Of how you’d feel if you sat next to Will Smith 
or Jennifer Lawrence on the airplane. Or if Jimmy Fallon called and asked you to come on his talk show.  
Now get your head cleared by hearing Isaiah ask, “Why do you keep trusting and admiring other things 
above God? Why do you idolize people whose breath is in their nostrils (2:22), as though knowing them 
could give you significance or worth … or eternal life? How long do you expect the Golden Gate Bridge 
or Times Square to stay standing when God brings an end to this world’s pride and glory?) 
  
PRAY. Lord, clear my head, please. Help me to look at and adore not the things which are seen, but the 
things which are unseen; I’ve just been reminded that the things I see and idolize are temporary, but the 
things which I can’t see are eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). It’s you I adore. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 14, “The Proudest Man in the World”  
 
STUDY. If ch. 13 was an overhead view of judgment on the nation of Babylon (at this time, the city of 
Babylon was Assyrian), ch. 14 zooms in to view the downfall of Babylon’s arrogant king, the “proudest 
man in the world.” The heart of the chapter is a song in four stanzas (4-21: brilliant poetry!) about the fall 
of the king of Babylon: the earth sighs with relief because the tyrant is gone (5-8); the underworld rises in 
astonishment that the World Conqueror has joined their “maggot” status (9-11); heaven exults that this 
towering Ego who wanted to be God has been put down (12-15); the earth writes the proud king’s 
epitaph—no decent burial, and no living descendants.    
  Read 12-15 again. While the human king of Babylon is in view, the description seems to go 
beyond that of a mortal man. And if Jesus in Luke 10:18 and John in Rev. 9:1 had this passage in mind, 
then it is evident that these verses are pointing beyond the human king to the Devil himself. No wonder 
many of the Church Fathers took this passage, along with Ezekiel 28:17-18, as a description of the fall of 
Satan from heaven. In fact, “Lucifer” became a name for Satan after Jerome, in the 4th century, translated 
the Hebrew “morning star” (14:12) into the Latin word “lucifer.”  
 
MEDITATE. It cannot be said enough: Pride is the first and greatest sin, humility the greatest virtue. 
C.S. Lewis: “There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which everyone in the world loathes 
when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any people, except Christians, ever imagine that 
they are guilty themselves….The vice I am talking of is Pride or Self-Conceit: and the virtue opposite to 
it, in Christian morals, is called Humility.” 
 Are you proud? Some people come into a room and say, “Here I am!”; others enter a room and say, 
“Ah, there you are.” If you are proud, you are like a black hole, sucking everything into “me, myself, and 
I.” Because you are the center of the universe, every conversation must be bent into a story about you.  
 In the home, Pride cannot face the possibility that my partner is right and I am wrong. Pride cannot 
stand for my wife telling me that the way I handle our children is unwise. Pride cannot stand for my 
husband making the slightest negative comment about the way I cook or clean. 
 God is not out to hurt your pride—he’s out to kill it. And as Isaiah 14 shows, God may use death to 
humble our pride. The graveyards are full of “kings of the earth” who felt themselves to be indispensable. 
But once the game is over, the king and the pawn go back in the same box (14:9-11). 
 
PRAY. Oh, Lord, deliver me from the greatest sin, deliver me from pride. 
  When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
  My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 
  Break my pride and make me truly humble. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 15, “Judgment on Moab”  
 
STUDY. This oracle against Moab has a different tone from the ones against Babylon and her king. The 
prediction of the annihilation of the tyrant Babylon clearly filled Isaiah and Israel with delight. But here 
there is sympathy. Here there is real sorrow over the soon destruction of Moab, the small land on the east 
side of the Dead Sea. “My heart cries out over Moab!” Isaiah laments (v. 5). This is because there was a 
genuinely close relationship between Judah and Moab, The story of Ruth--the Moabite girl who married 
Boaz and became the grandmother to David--reveals that Moab was a friend, not an enemy. So you will 
count no less than a dozen words for weeping, crying, and lamenting in this chapter. 
 But like the other oracles in this section (ch. 13-23), the real question being raised is: Should God’s 
people trust in an alliance with any other nation to deliver them from the Assyrian threat? And the answer 
being given is: Are you kidding? No matter how mighty the nation, it has a short shelf life, and is destined 
for destruction. Only God can deliver you, only God is worth your trust.  
 
MEDITATE. In our own times we have ample evidence that it is stupid to trust in national might rather 
than in God. Who would’ve believed, as the 20th century began, that in just 50 years the mighty British 
Empire would be broken up and defeated. It seemed more powerful than God. But Queen Victoria’s poet 
Rudyard Kipling foresaw that possibility and wrote Recessional for her Diamond Jubilee in 1897. It went: 
  Far-called, our navies melt away   For heathen heart that puts her trust 
  On dune and headland sinks the fire,  In reeking tube and iron shard-- 
  Lo, all our pomp of yesterday   All valiant dust that builds on dust, 
  Is one with Ninevah and Tyre!   And guarding, calls not Thee to guard-- 
  Judge of the nations, spare us yet,  For frantic boast and foolish word, 
  Lest we forget—lest we forget!   Have mercy on Thy people, Lord! 
 More recently, who could have predicted in 1980 that the mighty Soviet Union which President Reagan 
aptly named the “evil empire” would collapse within ten years? Who could have imagined the scene of 
American Christian youth handing out Bibles on the streets of Russian cities nearly being trampled as 
people brainwashed to be atheists rushed to get a copy? Nations rise and fall. God remains. 
 
PRAY. I rest on you, my Shield and my Defender; I don’t go out alone against my foes. 
  Strong in your strength, safe in your keeping tender, I rest on you, and in your Name I go. 
  I rest on you, my Shield and my Defender; yours is the battle, and you will get the praise. 
  And passing through the gates of heaven’s splendor, I’ll rest with you throughout eternal days. 
  
     
 
 


