
 

 

 
 

WEEK FOUR 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 16, “Judgment on Moab (cont.)”  
 
STUDY. Moab was a small kingdom located east of the Dead Sea in what is now the country of Jordan.  
Unlike the other nations condemned in ch. 13-23, Moab was family. Descended from Lot, Abraham’s 
nephew, Moab was Israel’s cousin. They shared a very similar language, culture, and theology.   

But as in so many families, the relationship between them see-sawed between friendship and 
animosity. On the one hand, the story of Ruth—the Moabite girl whose descendants include David and 
Jesus—shows that real friendship could exist between Moab and Israel. On the other hand, when Israel 
was a newborn baby escaping Egypt, travelling to Canaan, Moab tried to destroy her (Numbers 22-25). 
And later Moabite kings would attack Israel whenever they sensed weakness. So the God of Israel had his 
prophets Isaiah, Amos, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel prophesy Moab’s destruction. 
 In vv. 1-5, that destruction is under way. Moabite fugitives who are hiding from the Assyrian 
army in the caves of Petra (“Sela”) appeal to Judah (Mt. Zion) for help. Dispatching a messenger with 
lambs as tribute, they appeal for asylum (2-4).  
 In vv. 6-14, we see Moab’s pride and prosperity collapse. As her precious vineyards are trampled, 
she wails with grief. And the only result of praying to her national god Chemosh is that she wears herself 
out (12).  Moab will fall within 3 years (13-14). 
 
MEDITATE. Verse 5 is the most beautiful verse in the chapter. The only permanent hope for Moab is 
the same as that of Israel--and the USA, and the rest of the world: the coming of the Perfect King, the 
“son of David,” who will end oppression and usher in the Golden Age of justice and love. And in a 
shortened version of 9:1-6 and 11:1-9, Isaiah imagines the Moabites longing for this very thing: 
In love a throne will be established, in faithfulness a man will sit on it—one from the house of David—one 
who in judging seeks justice and speeds the cause of righteousness. 
 Notice that these words are found on the lips, not of God’s people, but Moabite foreigners! 
Stop and think. God has put a longing inside every heart to be led by a perfect Leader of justice and love. 
And that Man has come once in love to die for us, and will come again in love to lead us.  
 
PRAY. Lord, make me alert to tell someone about the Perfect Leader who will end oppression and 
establish a Golden Age of justice and love. Give me the opportunity to tell someone about this Jesus,  
in whose name I pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 17, “They Have Forgotten God”  
 
STUDY. Now Isaiah turns to God’s judgment on Damascus (Syria) and Ephraim (Israel up north), the 
two countries who had joined to attack Jerusalem (Judah). “What makes this interesting is that Syria, with 
the ancient city of Damascus still its capital, survives to this day, and remains a headache for both 
Jerusalem and Washington, D.C. 
 A few students of prophecy, including Joel Rosenberg, believe the destruction of Syria predicted 
here has not happened yet, because Damascus was not completely destroyed when it fell to Assyria in 732 
B.C., just a few years after this prophecy. He believes Israel will nuke Damascus in the future, and that 
will fulfill 14:1-2. During the Syrian crisis a few years ago, the mainstream media—TIME magazine, 
USA Today, Huffington Post, et. al.—ran breathless headlines that believers were reading these verses as 
a guide as to what would happen next. But most students of prophecy disagree, for the passage doesn’t 
predict a complete and permanent destruction, but rather just what happened. According to history, the 
Assyrian leader Tiglath-pilezer turned Syria’s capital Damascus, and Israel’s capital Samaria, into ruins. 
He took thousands of captives and boasted in his records: “I destroyed 591 cities from the 16 districts of 
Damascus like ruins from the Flood.” 
 So yes, this prophecy was fulfilled in the 8th century. And yet we know that the judgment of God 
will fall again upon Damascus, and when we observe thatjust this past year (March 2018), Syria’s own  
President Assad bombed and gassed the most beautiful suburb of Damascus into oblivion—the famous 
oasis of Ghouta—because rebels against his tyranny were hiding there, I can’t help thinking that this 
prophecy is finding a partial prediction again.  
 An outline: 1-4, The Fall of Syria; 5-11, The Fall of northern Israel; 12-14, Raging of the Nations. 
 
MEDITATE. In 1983, the famous Russian writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn, survivor of the Communist 
holocaust, gave one of the most famous speeches of the 20th century at Harvard University--the Men Have 
Forgotten God speech. Analyzing the evil that took over the Soviet Union and the United States decline, 
he thundered: “If I were called upon to identify briefly the principal trait of the entire twentieth 
century…(it would be) this: Men have forgotten God.” 
 Isaiah makes the same analysis, saying to God’s backslidden children, who had turned to Assyria 
rather than to God for help: “You have forgotten God your Savior, you have not remembered the Rock, 
your fortress” (10). When times get tough, sometimes we turn to anyone and everyone else rather than to 
God. One day, predicts Isaiah happily, we will “look to our Maker and turn our eyes to the Holy One of 
Israel” (7). Why not start doing that today? How silly is it for us to “forget God our Savior”! 
 
PRAY all day long, today, Rudyard Kipling’s famous prayer (1897):  

Oh Lord God, be with us yet, lest we forget, lest we forget. Amen.  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 18, “Noisy Earth, Quiet God” 
 
STUDY. This little chapter starts with the last three verses in ch. 17, and falls into three equal parts:  

1. The Raging of the Nations, 17:12-14. The nations are like the raging sea, God says. The waves 
crash with a frightening roar, and you begin to think they are the most powerful force there is. God snorts. 
Psalm 2:1-4: Why do the nations rage, and the peoples plot…the kings of the earth take their stand 
…against the LORD and his Anointed One? The One enthroned in heaven laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. 
Psalm 46:6 puts it bluntly: Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
Isaiah says the nations are no more than chaff and rolling tumbleweeds whom God blows away. (13) 
They have their day, but then night falls, and in the morning they are gone (14). 
 2. Messengers for Ethiopia (Cush), 18:1-3. The “Cushites” were the mightiest African nation in 
that day, their huge country enfolding modern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somalia. And during Isaiah’s life, 
they spread north to rule Egypt at Judah’s southern border. Worried about Assyria, they sent an envoy to 
Judah to make an alliance. Imagine the stir made in Jerusalem by the tall, black, royal ambassadors, who 
came up the Mediterranean coast in their strange, light “papyrus” boats (18:2)! But Isaiah says that 
envoys should go instead to Ethiopia (“the land of whirring wings”—insects along the swampy Nile) to 
tell them to stop, look, and listen for the true Ruler of the world. 
  3. Message from God, 18:4-7. In the noise of earth’s politics and wars, it’s easy to miss God, 
who sits quietly in heaven. But don’t confuse silence with weakness, Isaiah says. Think of the sunshine 
and the dew. Neither is noisy, but they cover the earth. And one day God will cut down the enemy, and 
instead of Jerusalem paying Ethiopia for protection, Ethiopia will bring gifts to God at Mt. Zion.    
 
MEDITATE. Our world rages. China threatens. Terrorists slaughter. The Mideast burns. America splits, 
the two sides screaming at each other. God sits by so quietly, mankind forgets him, and thinks nations are 
the ultimate reality. Imagine if Isaiah had stood up in London in 1942 and said that Germany and Japan—
who ruled half the world by then and seemed unstoppable—would be crushed in 3 years. He’d have been 
laughed to scorn. But he’d be proved right. Or imagine if Isaiah had stood up in New York City or 
Washington, D.C., in 1988 and said that the Communist Empire would collapse in 3 years. The New 
York Times and the major networks would have mocked him. But again, right. Trust God. Only God. 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, we say In God we trust, but we don’t. You’re so quiet we overlook you. Instead, we 
trust in the earthly powers that make the most noise. Lead us back to the quiet, Lord. Lead us back to you. 
Please have your Spirit remind us today to listen for your still, small voice, calling us back to you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 19, “Egypt Isn’t the Answer” 
 
STUDY. Chapters 19-20 tell Israel not to trust Egypt to save her from Assyria. Why trust Egypt, since 
she herself is going to fall (1-15), and since she herself will one day convert and worship the very God 
you should be trusting, Judah (16-25)? The prediction of Egypt’s fall (1-15) spotlights, one at a time, the 
three things Egypt was most proud of: her religion (1-4), her river Nile (5-10), and her wise men (11-15). 
All three of these will fall, God says, leaving the Egyptians disgraced and depressed. 
 Having voided the 3 Egyptian glories which might tempt Judah to trust Egypt (1-15), Isaiah then 
says it is stupid for Judah to turn to Egypt when Egypt is going to turn to Judah’s God, Yahweh (16-25). 
In other words, Judah already has the only thing positive that Egypt will one day have. Note the five 
repetitions of “in that day” here. None have happened yet; all will be fulfilled in the end times. 
 The prophecy in v. 23-25 is one of the most remarkable in the Old Testament. While there are 
some countries like Babylon that God will wipe out of existence, Egypt and Assyria (Iraq today) are not 
among them. These longtime enemies of Israel will one day—in the Millennium—worship Israel’s 
Messiah in Jerusalem. In fact, these three nations will be “highway buddies” who travel the same road in 
friendship. God unexpectedly calls Egypt “my people” and Assyria “my handiwork,” terms of love he has 
reserved for Israel up ‘til now. 
 
MEDITATE. Our world hangs its hat on three things, the same three things Egypt gloried in (see above):  
human wisdom, Mother Nature, and the spirit world. Our TV hosts, talk shows, and politicians fawn over 
today’s intellectual, physical, and mystical “experts,” and tell us to believe in whatever they say. Don’t be 
sucked in. One day soon everything the world adores and trusts will shatter, and God will stand alone. 
What—or whom—do you admire most on earth? Why not shift your adoration to something lasting? 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, forgive me: sometimes I feel so inferior to the beautiful people I see in the movies, at 
parties, and on TV. They are so much smarter than me, wealthier, more attractive. I want to be like them; 
I want them to be my friends. But I hear You today telling me that these things won’t last, that one day 
soon the world’s wisdom and beauty will crumble. Today, Lord, help me to love what will last forever…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 20, “Trusting Egypt is Stupid” 
 
STUDY. In his oracle against Egypt, Isaiah has said that (1) Egypt is going to fall, 19:1-15, and (2) Egypt 
will one day worship the true God, 19:16-25. Now he concludes by giving (3) a vivid and explicit 
example of why it is absolutely silly to trust in Egypt, 20:1-6. The example is the story of what happened 
to the Philistine city of Ashdod west of Jerusalem. The year was 711 B.C., and Egypt had been promising 
to help any cities that rebelled against or resisted Assyria. So the large Philistine city of Ashdod near the 
Mediterranean coast, 35 miles west of Jerusalem, rose up against Assyria. The Assyrian ruler Sargon sent 
his top general (Tartan, v. 1), who crushed Ashdod. Egypt not only didn’t defend Ashdod from Assyria, 
but handed over king of Ashdod to Assyria, to save themselves. And you want to trust Egypt? 
 At God’s command, the prophet stripped down to his loincloth for the better part of three years, 
as a kind of “street theater” to act out how the mighty Egyptians would be stripped and marched into 
captivity by Assyria. This is the only recorded example of Isaiah doing something like this, though 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah often performed such symbolic actions. 
 The final two verses repetition of words for “trust” reminds us once again that the central issue 
throughout this section (ch. 13-23) is the folly of trusting the nations rather than the Lord. 
 
MEDITATE. Are you under stress? Stress reveals what you trust, what you build your life on. Jesus told 
a story about two men, each needing to build a house (Matt. 5:24-27). The first man, foolish, chose to 
build on sandy soil where it was easy to dig the foundation. It didn’t take him long to finish the job.     
The second man, wise, chose to build his house on a rocky hill. It was hard to dig the foundation. It took 
him many months to build his house.          
 Then a huge storm broke upon the two houses. After much rain, a flood swept through the valley 
and the house that was built on the sand was swept away. But the man who had built on the rocky hill was 
safe. No matter how hard it rained or how fierce the floods were his house remained solid and immovable. 
Stress revealed that this builder trusted wisely, in the rock not shifting sand. Hard times reveal the sad fact 
that some people, even God’s people (like Israel), have put their trust in sand rather than God’s word. But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock (Mt 5:24). 

PRAY. Listen to Lauren Daigle sing “I Will Trust in You” on YouTube, and pray the words of the song: 
 When You don't move the mountains  I'm needing You to move 
 When You don't part the waters   I wish I could walk through 
 When You don't give the answers As I cry out to You 
 I will trust, I will trust, I will trust in You, Lord. 
 


