
 

 

 
 

WEEK FIVE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 21:1-22:14, “Priorities”  
 
STUDY. Four oracles are linked together in 21:1-22:14 by several things: (1) their use of riddles for 
titles--“desert of the sea,” “valley of vision”; (2) their dreamlike mood--“Nightmare on Elam Street”?; 
and their surreal activity— throwing a city-wide party, while watching for and expecting death. 
 The first oracle is against Babylon, which Israel foolishly hoped would rise and deliver it from 
Assyria, even back in Isaiah’s day (700 B.C.). A hundred years later, Babylon would do just that, then 
would come and destroy Jerusalem. Not using Babylon’s name, Isaiah calls it “desert by the sea” (21:1). 
It’s a mocking riddle, since Babylon—next to the Persian Gulf—called itself “land by the sea” (in all its 
travel brochures?). Their destruction will be as sudden as a whirlwind (1-2), while they are feasting (5)—
perhaps a prediction of Belshazzar’s feast almost 200 years later (Daniel 5). 
 The second and third oracles, 21:11-17, are against the Arabians who were allied with Babylon. 
The fourth oracle, 22:1-14, is against Jerusalem, mixing several prophetic visions into one: the present 
(711 B.C.) celebration after Assyrian attack and withdrawal, vv. 1-2, 13; the soon-to-come (701 B.C.) 
Assyrian siege by Sennacherib and King Hezekiah’s defenses, 8-14; and the far-future (588 B.C.) 
Babylonian siege and fall of Jerusalem, 3-7. Isaiah’s message: “Your priorities are skewed. Your top 
priority should not be shoring up your defenses, but shoring up your relationship with God (11)! 
Instead of throwing ‘Let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we die’ parties, you should be weeping on your 
knees before God, begging his forgiveness and protection!” (4, 12-13)! 
 
MEDITATE. Check your priorities. It’s a good thing to plan and prepare for the future, and to insure and 
protect yourself and your family from the day of trouble. The book of Proverbs says to prepare for the 
future (27:23-27). But if that’s Priority One, your priorities are skewed. Priority One is getting your 
relationship squared away with the God of the future, for even though “the horse is made ready for battle, 
victory rests with the LORD” (Prov. 21:31). Are you paying more attention to your plans than to your 
relationship with the God who you want to bless those plans (Prov. 16:9)? Make him Priority One today. 
 
PRAY the words to Lauren Daigle’s song “First” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbWQV3OiRqA: 
“Lord, before I bring my need, I will bring my heart, and seek You first. Before I lift my cares, I will lift 
my arms. I wanna seek You, I wanna seek You. More than anything I want, I want You first.” Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 22:15-25, “Sheb the Celeb” 
 
STUDY. Isaiah just made the point that God’s people had messed-up priorities: instead of repenting they 
were partying, and instead of shoring up their relationship with God they were shoring up their walls. 
Now Isaiah illustrates that point with a graphic picture of two opposite leaders, Shebna and Eliakim. 

Second only to the king, Shebna is top dog in Jerusalem--the prime minister/governor in charge 
of the country—its economy, its defense, its religion. But at this critical moment when Judah is facing 
death, he is fixated on building himself the biggest, fanciest rock tomb in Jerusalem’s royal cemetery. 
Archaeology note: this cemetery of royal rock tombs can still be seen on the east side of the Kidron 
Valley from the old city of Jerusalem, and this very tomb of Shebna may have been found, a tomb with 
the partial inscription “---yahu, who is over the house”—the very words of v. 16. 

In this scene, the citizens of Jerusalem are frantically arming themselves for a last-ditch stand 
against the invaders, but “Sheb the Celeb” rides out in one of his “splendid chariots” (18) to check on his 
elaborate tomb, a mausoleum which he intends to show all future generations how important he was.  
 But when he arrives at the site, he finds an unwelcome visitor waiting for him, the prophet Isaiah. 
Isaiah tells Shebna that instead of being the Big Cheese, he is “a disgrace to (his) master’s house” (18). 
Instead of him being memorialized forever in this tomb, God will wad him up like an old rag and throw 
him away into a “broad land” (Assyria) where he will die (17-18). In the short term, the Lord will drive 
Shebna out of his prized position, handing its perks (robe, sash, key) over to a man named Eliakim, who 
will put the country first, not himself, and be a “father” to the people (21). 

 
MEDITATE. In a world full of Shebnas, we long for Eliakims. We are tired of being led by people who 
are obsessed with image and status, with what people think of them, with how they will be remembered.  
We long to follow someone who thinks first of others and not at all of self, who comes into the room 
saying “There you are!” rather than “Here I am.” Dedicate yourself to being an Eliakim in a world of 
Shebnas. But realize that you may walk alone, for there is little traffic on the high road of humility. 
 
PRAY. Lord, make me a servant, humble and meek. Let me lift up those who are weak. 
 And may the prayer of my heart always be: make me a servant, make me a servant today. Amen 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 23, “Inflated Tyre” 
 
STUDY. History reveals several small countries that amass great wealth and huge international influence 
because they have quiet harbors, big ships, and shrewd traders. Think of ancient Venice and Corinth, and 
modern Singapore and the Netherlands. Tyre, the great Phoenician (Lebanon today) seaport 100 miles 
NW of Jerusalem, on the coast of the Mediterranean, was just such a country. Squeezed between the 
Great Sea and the Lebanon mountains covered with cedars, the Phoenicians got into the business of 
shipping lumber to wood-starved Egypt and eventually as far as Tarshish in Spain (remember Jonah?). 
With two results: They became the world’s best seamen, and like Spain and England 2000 years later, 
they became fabulously wealthy. Isaiah concludes his judgments on the nations with Tyre, and the choice 
is deliberate: as Babylon, the great city at the eastern edge of the world, opened the section (ch. 13-23), so 
Tyre, the great city at the western edge, closes it. Babylon had the glory and culture; Tyre had the wealth. 
 Reminder: the purpose of this section is to show God’s people the folly of trusting the nations and 
the wisdom of trusting the Lord. The prophet is asking: “Why would you trust any of the nations instead 
of the Lord when God will soon be judging them, and several of them will actually turn to Him in faith?” 
 The chapter falls into two parts: Tyre destroyed, 1-14; Tyre turns to the Lord, 15-18. The first 
section (1-14) describes the fall of Tyre (1-7), then reveals God’s hand in Tyre’s fall (8-11). Notice that 
the fall of Tyre is filed as a “progress report”: it begins with the Tyrian ships, making their regular stop at 
Cyprus on their homeward journey from Spain, learning that they have no home port to return to (1); then 
jumps to the Phoenician homeland (2-3), then to Egypt (5), and finally to the end of the world, Spain (6). 
As the word spreads around the Mediterranean that the Rio de Janeiro of their day has fallen, the traders 
weep, the markets crash, and banks foreclose. Amidst the crash, God explains 98-15) that he is the one 
responsible (using Assyria’s Sennacharib in 705-70 and Esarhaddon in 679ff.; Babylon’s Nebuchadnezzar 
in 585-573; Persia’s Artaxerxes in 343, and Alexander the Great in 332 B.C.). Not that he dislikes Tyre; 
but he hates human pride above all else, and like the rest of humanity, Tyre exalted itself against him. 
 
MEDITATE. Some of us are like Babylon—we love glory and power. Others of us are more like Tyre—
we love money and the ease and power it can buy. We’d never admit that we love money, but the desire 
for more of it grips our heart, and no matter how much we get, it’s never enough: we always want more. 
But the bigger problem with money is that it when it demands our service, it wars against God; for as 
Jesus pointed out (Matt. 6), we can’t serve two masters--God and Money, but just one of them. But John 
Wesley was right: A Christian should amass as much wealth as honesty, integrity, diligence, and love 
love will allow. But then we should see the money as the Lord’s, not ours. The question is, how much of 
God’s money are we going to spend on ourselves. My own discovery: giving is the drain plug for greed.   
 
PRAY. Lord, let me be neither Babylon nor Tyre, but your precious Jerusalem. Let me be yours, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 24, “The Little Book of Revelation” 
 
STUDY. In ch. 13-23, God took the prophet up in heaven’s Air Force One for a flyover of the Middle 
Eastern countries around Judah. One nation after another was shown to be helpless against God’s wrath, 
and thus unworthy of Jerusalem’s trust. But now God flips a switch, changes to rocket fuel, and blasts 
into space, to give Isaiah (and us) a view of the whole earth (ch. 24-27). No longer do we read of Babylon 
or Egypt. The judgment now is cosmic, as in the book of Revelation. Make a mental note of Isaiah 24. 
Outside of Revelation, Isaiah 24 and Matthew 24-25 are the Bible’s most famous chapters of eschatology. 
As you read, note the 16 repetitions of “earth”—this is a view from space. Watch the curtain close. 
 1-6:  Earth is ruined! 
 7-13:  The party’s over! 
 14-16:  Joy over God, tears over earth! 
 17-20:  Flight is hopeless! 
 21-23:  The Lord will reign! 
 
MEDITATE. Isaiah 24 radically contradicts what both ancient and modern cosmologists have solemnly 
told us to believe. When astronomer Carl Sagan was dying of cancer, hundreds of Christians wrote him, 
saying they were praying for him. Sagan thanked them for their concern, but told them there’s nothing 
beyond the physical universe--the cosmos is all there ever was, is, or will be. Within the last century, 
cosmologists believed in a “steady state” universe where no real change had ever occurred. New evidence 
has convinced them that our present universe began when eternal matter contracted to a point of critical 
mass and exploded in a Big Bang. Since then, they say, the cosmos is constantly changing, but the change 
will lead nowhere. The universe will expand to a point, then fall back in on itself and start over again. 
 Not so, says Isaiah 24. There is a Reality outside the cosmos, a Person who is Lord of the cosmos. 
And one day he will break into Time/Space and do a new thing that has never occurred before —he will 
destroy the earth, and darken the sun, moon, and stars! Why? Because earth’s inhabitants have “broken 
the everlasting covenant”--disobeyed the laws that God the Creator has written on the human conscience. 
(There may be a reference here to the Noahic covenant in Gen. 9, but think especially of Rom. 1:18-32). 
So what is God to do with a creation that has rebelled against its original purpose? Judgment, for a start. 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, I do not ask that you not judge us here on earth for our sins. I know that judgment is 
certain. I only ask that you help me stay close to you—and far from the world, the flesh, and the devil-- 
until that day. Please fill me with a longing for you, and for what you will bring us on the other side of 
judgment—a Golden Age with you as our kind and perfect Leader. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

READ Isaiah 25, “New Country Buffet” 
 
STUDY. Isaiah says it over and over: Judgment is not the end; joy and celebration come after. Notice 
how the “before” and the “after” are stark opposites: The city of man lies in ruins (24:10-12; 25:2); the 
city of God replaces it, full of life and prosperity (26:1). Man’s drunken revelries have been silenced 
(24:14,16), replaced by the joyful songs of the redeemed (24:14, 16; 26:1, 19). From the silence of the 
shattered city in ch. 24, we move in ch. 25 to the joy of a feast hosted by the Lord himself.  
 The chapter starts with a song of thanks for God’s faithfulness in delivering his people (1-5). 
Then the heart of the chapter (6-8) proclaims a “coronation feast” on Mt. Zion, to which not just Judah, 
but the whole world is invited! And there God will give us a great gift: the end of death and sorrow! 
 When will this happen? It began to be fulfilled at Christ’s first coming, when he conquered Death 
by his own death and resurrection: “death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15). But it awaits complete 
fulfillment at Christ’s second coming, at the great “wedding supper” hosted by God (Rev. 19:9) when 
Death will be put forever behind us, and God will wipe away all tears from our eyes. The final section      
(9-12) returns to the opening theme (1-5) of rejoicing that God has delivered us from our enemies. 
 
MEDITATE. Scottish poet Robert Burns said that he couldn’t read verses 6-8 without tears. Picture it: 
the best buffet ever, all the finest food and drink--hosted by our Lord in Jerusalem--and we believers will 
be there. In fact, representatives from all the people groups of the world (Rev. 5:9) will be there. They 
will no longer be enemies of Yahweh the God of Israel, or his son the Messiah, Jesus. They will no longer 
worship Buddha or Allah or Kali or Krishna or Nature or money or fame or political power. Instead these 
“strong peoples” from “ruthless nations” (25:3) will come in faith and humility to the banquet on God’s 
mountain. This will be a wonder among wonders, the fulfillment of God’s Plan “formed long ago” (1). 
 
PRAY. Lord Jesus, everything about this makes me so happy. I love buffets, especially one where I don’t 
have to worry about cholesterol! And in Jerusalem with you and my forever friends? And it’ll be a  
coronation, where your Father will proclaim you Lord and King of the universe? And you’re going to 
proclaim that the Witch (of Death) is dead? Wow, Lord, I can’t wait. Thank you for scheduling such a 
happy event on my future calendar, and promising I’ll be there because you are my Savior. Amen. 


