
 

 

 
 

WEEK FIVE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 21:1-22:14, “Priorities”  
 
STUDY. Four oracles are linked together in 21:1-22:14 by several things: (1) their use of riddles for 
titles--“desert of the sea,” “valley of vision”; (2) their dreamlike mood--“Nightmare on Elam Street”?; 
and their surreal activity— throwing a city-wide party, while watching for and expecting death. 
 The first oracle is against Babylon, which Israel foolishly hoped would rise and deliver it from 
Assyria, even back in Isaiah’s day (700 B.C.). A hundred years later, Babylon would do just that, then 
would come and destroy Jerusalem. Not using Babylon’s name, Isaiah calls it “desert by the sea” (21:1). 
It’s a mocking riddle, since Babylon—next to the Persian Gulf—called itself “land by the sea” (in all its 
travel brochures?). Their destruction will be as sudden as a whirlwind (1-2), while they are feasting (5)—
perhaps a prediction of Belshazzar’s feast almost 200 years later (Daniel 5). 
 The second and third oracles, 21:11-17, are against the Arabians who were allied with Babylon. 
The fourth oracle, 22:1-14, is against Jerusalem, mixing several prophetic visions into one: the present 
(711 B.C.) celebration after Assyrian attack and withdrawal, vv. 1-2, 13; the soon-to-come (701 B.C.) 
Assyrian siege by Sennacherib and King Hezekiah’s defenses, 8-14; and the far-future (588 B.C.) 
Babylonian siege and fall of Jerusalem, 3-7. Isaiah’s message: “Your priorities are skewed. Your top 
priority should not be shoring up your defenses, but shoring up your relationship with God (11)! 
Instead of throwing ‘Let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we die’ parties, you should be weeping on your 
knees before God, begging his forgiveness and protection!” (4, 12-13)! 
 
MEDITATE. Check your priorities. It’s a good thing to plan and prepare for the future, and to insure and 
protect yourself and your family from the day of trouble. The book of Proverbs says to prepare for the 
future (27:23-27). But if that’s Priority One, your priorities are skewed. Priority One is getting your 
relationship squared away with the God of the future, for even though “the horse is made ready for battle, 
victory rests with the LORD” (Prov. 21:31). Are you paying more attention to your plans than to your 
relationship with the God who you want to bless those plans (Prov. 16:9)? Make him Priority One today. 
 
PRAY the words to Lauren Daigle’s song “First” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbWQV3OiRqA: 
“Lord, before I bring my need, I will bring my heart, and seek You first. Before I lift my cares, I will lift 
my arms. I wanna seek You, I wanna seek You. More than anything I want, I want You first.” Amen 
 
 
 
 
 


