
 

 

 
 

WEEK SIX 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 26, “The Two Cities”  
 
STUDY. In this section (ch. 24-27), God is spotlighted as the sovereign actor on the stage of history.    
All things come from him, and will eventually return to him, in judgment and salvation. In these chapters, 
we keep hearing of two contrasting songs, and two contrasting cities. Both resurface in ch. 26. The two 
songs are (1) the songs of the violent (24:8-9; 25:5) and (2) the joyful songs of the redeemed which 
replace them (24:14,16; 26:1,19; 27:2). The two cities are (1) the city of man which is destroyed 
(24:10,12; 25:2-3,12; 26:5-6; 27:10) and (2) the city of God which replaces it forever (26:1-2; 27:13). 
 The chapter opens with a song of praise (1-6) that will be sung in the Golden Age by God’s 
people, delighted that instead of the silent and ruined city of the earth (26:5), they live in the city of God, 
secure within the walls of salvation. Our trustworthy God is the theme of the song: in v.3, trust in God 
gives us a steadfast mind which is kept in perfect peace (shalom shalom!); in v. 4, because the object of 
our trust is the Lord (Yah Yahweh!) who is The Everlasting Rock, we should trust him forever. 
 A psalm of dependence follows (7-19) that weaves praise, prayer, and prophecy together. Note     
v. 7: God’s path is not always easy, but unlike the crooked and twisted roads of our world, it is level, 
smooth, and straight (Isa. 40:3-5; Prov. 3:6). Note, too, v. 8-9: Our greatest desire is not for deliverance, 
health, or success, but for God himself; it is for him we long, for him we wait. And note the very 
important v. 19: one day the dead will be resurrected amidst shouts of joy to join in the festivities of 
God’s final triumph! With 25:8 and Daniel 12:2, this is the clearest statement of resurrection in the OT.  
 
MEDITATE. Reflect on (1) the turmoil in your mind and (2) the desires of your heart.  
Your mind--would you say it is strong and steadfast, in perfect peace (shalom)? If so, v. 3 says it’s 
because you are trusting in the only completely Dependable One in the universe. You are setting your 
mind on things above, not on earthly things (Col. 3:2). Your heart--what is it that your heart desires most 
of all? Everyone desires love, recognition, success, and happiness. Those of us who believe in God desire 
to be saved, to live a life that God approves, and to lead others to him. But there is a greater desire: the 
longing for the person of God himself (8-9). A.W. Tozer urges us to this greatest-of-all desires in The 
Pursuit of God: “I want the presence of God Himself, or I don't want anything at all to do with religion.”   
 
PRAY. Lord Jesus, bring me to a place of perfect peace, of shalom shalom, as I fix my mind on things 
above--on you my heart’s desire--and as I put my trust in you, again and again, throughout today. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 27, “God’s Vineyard Song”  
 
STUDY. In Japan, it’s Godzilla. In Norway, it’s the Kraken (remember Liam Neeson crying Release the 
Kraken! in “Clash of the Titans”? In Scotland, the Loch Ness Monster. Every culture has its mythical 
monster. In the ancient Near East, all the nations around Israel shuddered to speak of Leviathan the sea 
monster. In 26:20-27:1, Isaiah says: Yes, the resurrection is coming (19)! The dead who have suffered at 
the hands of the City of Chaos will be restored to life and their blood avenged. Our sovereign God will 
triumph and then will complete his victory over death by destroying the leviathan monster who “has the 
power of death” (Heb. 2:14), that “ancient serpent who is called the devil and Satan”(Rev. 12:9; 20:2).  
 Remember the song of the vineyard in ch. 5? There God cried vexation at his vineyard (Israel) for 
yielding only bitter grapes, despite his constant care and tending. He vowed to break down its walls and 
let the wild animals destroy it. But now, from the other side of the judgment, we have the opposite song. 
God is no longer angry; in fact, like a lover wishing someone would attack his girl so he could defend her, 
God wishes for thorns and briers that he could conquer and burn (4). At the same time, he would be glad 
for the thorns and briers (enemies, unbelievers) to come and make peace with him (5)! In any case, the 
vineyard of “Jacob” (which the NT tells us will include all believers both Jew and Gentile) will one day 
“fill the world with fruit” (6)! 
 So what happened to remove God’s anger and restore the vineyard? Verses 6-11 explain. God did 
not bring destruction on his people to annihilate them. He reserved annhilation for his enemies (10-12), 
whom he used as blasting tools to discipline and cleanse his children from their sin of idolatry (7-9). Now 
the “fortified city” of this world (25:2) which hated his people is destroyed, and they are free (11-12)! 
 The final two verses (12-13) are the fitting climax of ch. 24-27. The Lord will not allow one 
kernel of grain or one olive to be lost, but will diligently gather them all from the north (Euphrates) to the 
south (Egypt). Every exile will come to worship the Lord at the great feast on the holy mountain (25:6-8)! 
 
MEDITATE. Relationship issues. Health issues. Money issues. We’ve all got them, and wish them gone. 
Today let 27:7-9 put them in perspective: God puts pains in our lives not to destroy us but to refine us; not 
to make us bitter but to make us better. For he is our lover, and he himself eagerly looks forward to when 
he will utterly crush the leviathans of suffering and death and sin, and our suffering will be over forever. 
So for heaven’s sake, and for your own sake, don’t let your present pains come between you and God. 
 
PRAY these words from Chris Tomlin’s I Will Rise: 
“Dear Lord, there's a peace I've come to know, though my heart and flesh may fail, 
 there's an anchor for my soul, I can say "It is well." 
 and I will rise when You call my name--no more sorrow, no more pain-- 
 I will rise on eagles' wings--before you, God fall on my knees--and rise. Oh Lord, thank you.  
Listen to it while you pray: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlHUKY3jBv0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 28, “A Crown and a Stone”  
 
STUDY. The book began in ch. 1-12 with a “walkabout” in Jerusalem; in ch. 13-23 lifted off the ground 
for a flyover of the surrounding nations; then in ch. 24-27 soared into space for a cosmic view. This 
section, ch. 28-33, touches down again in Jerusalem, lamenting their misplaced trust, which leads to: bad 
thinking (28-29), bad decisions (30-31), and God’s final solution (32-33). The bad thinking (28-29) is that 
not waiting on God to save them from Assyria, desperate to find salvation nearby, they flirt with Egypt.  
 In ch. 28, Isaiah scorns this thinking. He begins (1-13) by blasting the rulers of Israel’s northern 
kingdom (“Ephraim”) as drunks and declaring their doom, which Assyria is bringing even as he speaks. 
Their capital city Samaria, perched on a lovely hill overlooking a rich valley, is like a lovely garland on a 
party-goer. But the party-goer has gotten drunk, the garland has faded, and Samaria is lovely no more. 
The hailstorm of Assyria is at the gates, and the garland will be trampled underfoot (1-4). Once the false 
wreath is gone, the true crown will appear (5-6)—the true and just Messiah king (11:1-9). How we need 
the new spirit he’ll bring!—for not only are the rulers debauched, but so are their religious heroes the 
priests and prophets (7-13). Arrogant alcoholics, they are irate that true prophets treat them like toddlers 
with repeated corrections, and parrot this “baby talk” back to them (10). God’s reply: since they mock his 
simple, gentle messages as gibberish, his next message to them will be the gibberish of Assyria (11-13).  
 Isaiah now comes to the point: The Judean leaders are no different than their northern brother, 
and may expect the same fate (14-22). But God has provided the solution, placing a stone in Zion (16). 
The stone does double duty: it’s a stone of refuge for those who trust it, but a stone of stumbling 
(judgment) for those who don’t. Who or what is the stone? The Messiah (7:14; 9:6; 11:1; 28:5)! Note how 
the apostles loved this verse and saw Jesus clearly in it (Rom. 9:33; 10:11; 1 Pet. 2:4-6). 
 Isaiah closes his message with a graphic illustration from the world of agriculture (23-29). His 
point: Just as the wise farmer trusts God’s natural principles, so they should trust God’s spiritual ones. 
 
MEDITATE. *On alcohol. The church today no longer urges total abstinence, pointing correctly to Bible 
verses that link wine/beer and joy. Two correctives: We should remember that in ancient times, water was 
often scarce and contaminated, and wine/beer were necessities; today clean water is everywhere. Second, 
we should stop ignoring texts like these, which reveal God’s abhorrence of binge drinking. Alcohol 
addiction is common, even in the church today. It ruins families, and is the #1 cause of highway deaths. 
*On the gospel’s simplicity. Religious leaders in Isaiah’s day chided him with treating them like infants, 
repeating such a simple salvation plan. They mocked him. It will ever be so. Naaman balked at simply 
dipping in the Jordan (2 K 5); Israelites died rather than simply “look and live” (Num. 21). The gospel is 
foolishness to those too proud to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you’ll be saved (Acts 16:31). 
*On our Lord Jesus Christ, our beautiful Crown and our secure Cornerstone. 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, my hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
 I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus' name. 
 Christ alone--Cornerstone--weak made strong in the Savior's love, 
 Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all, Lord of me. Amen 
 (Listen to this song at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvLxZEU02uI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 29, “All Rules, All Talk, No Heart”  
 
STUDY. Through Isaiah his prophet, God tells Jerusalem (“Ariel”) why he must purify her in the fire of 
his judgment before he can fulfill his promise to deliver her. Notice the movement in this chapter from 
judgment (1-4) to deliverance (5-8), back to judgment (9-16), then back to deliverance (17-24). The 
people of Jerusalem wouldn’t listen to Isaiah’s “judgment talk” because they just knew God wouldn’t hurt 
good folks like them: “After all, we have the true religion, and we keep the rules” (1,13)! God says “It’s 
your religion, not mine. It’s hypocritical and legalistic. It’s all rules, all talk, and no heart” (13). 
 Since the Hebrew worship with its altars and sacrifices resembled pagan worship, it was easy for 
them to slip into the pagan mindset, namely, that if you perform certain rituals, you make the gods happy, 
and obligate them to bless you with health and wealth, good harvests and battlefield wins. Your heart 
attitude doesn’t matter; it’s the well-kept rules and rituals that matter. In the Hebrew Bible, God is always 
speaking out against that idea, saying that because he is the Creator and not part of the creation, he can’t 
be manipulated by anything done in this world; that includes the ceremonies he requests from his people.       
Hours of good liturgy can’t compensate for bad spirituality (cold heart) or bad morality (injustice, crime). 
If the heart is elsewhere, God doesn’t enjoy our most perfect worship performances (see Ps. 51:16-17). 
 
MEDITATE. When we sit down to play a new game, our first question is, “what are the rules?” When 
people come to Christianity, or come into church for the first time in years, they often ask the same thing: 
“What are the rules? What must I do to keep God on my side?” But a rules-oriented religion absolutely 
turns God off. Remind yourself what Jesus said about the best rules-keepers of his day, the Pharisees. 
So ask yourself: “Have I, or my church, or my family and friends, ever given God cause to groan, “their 
worship of me is nothing but man-made rules” (13)? Where is your heart today? That’s what God wants. 
 
PRAY. Search me, O God, and know my heart today; try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray.  
 See if there be some wicked way in me; cleanse me from every sin, and set me free,  
 in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 30, “Rocking Chair Dragons Can’t Save You”  
 
STUDY. After the general denunciation of Judah’s backsliding in ch. 28-29, ch. 30-31 get down ‘n dirty: 
“Judah, you are scared because Assyria is coming, and too impatient to wait for God. So you have come 
up with the brilliant (not!) plan of hiring another nation to protect you. It won’t work. All your human 
conniving can’t save you. Your only power source is God, and the good news is that He can save you and 
He wants to save you—and in fact, eventually will save you—so why go to Egypt for help?” 
 The first half of the chapter (1-18) predicts destruction on God’s rebellious children for refusing 
to trust him; but as usual, the second half of the chapter (19-33) promises rescue and a “turnabout” 
destruction of Judah’s captors.  
 In 1-7, Isaiah ridicules the foolishness of hiring Egypt for protection. You’re being stubborn (v. 1) 
and rebellious (2) and stupid (3), he says, because Egypt—once identified with Rahab, the terrible sea 
dragon of ancient myth—is now a toothless old granny dragon in a nursing home rocking chair (4-7).  
He delves into the psychology of their unbelief in 8-18. The fundamental problem is a refusal to trust God 
(15). And having decided that Egypt is more dependable than God, they close their ears to any data that 
would call their choice into question (8-11). As a result, they will be destroyed as suddenly as a buckled 
wall collapses or a dropped jug shatters (12-14). The solution is right in front of them, says v. 15 (note the 
four key words, arranged in ABBA pattern): Return to Trust in the Lord; instead of running here and there 
frantically, Rest and Quietly wait on the Lord to save you. The final line is blunt: “But you would not.” 
In v. 18, we learn a shocking truth: if we refuse to wait on God, he will wait for us, until we collapse from 
our foolish choices and we are left no choice but to trust him. What a humble God we have!  
 
MEDITATE. On our impatience. From birth, impatience is natural for us; waiting is not. In fact, waiting 
may be the hardest thing we do. But we discover that almost everything good in life requires waiting. And 
God tells us that waiting is the most important thing we do. What does it mean to wait patiently for God? 
1) It means believing that God orders everything for our spiritual good. (2) It means trusting in the 
wisdom of God’s timing. (3) It means being willing to go at God’s pace, or stay in God’s place. 
 Impatience, then, is the face of unbelief. It leads us to do one of two things: (a) to give up, quit; 
(b) to act rashly, impulsively (as Judah did, in throwing away all its money to Egypt in a foolish bribe). 
The solution to impatience? (1) Attitude adjustment: replace “I know best and this ain’t it!” with “God 
knows best and I’ll submit.” (2) Never, ever, ever give up. Keep going. (Heb. 12:1-3). (3) Physically, 
deliberately, as if you’re moving a heavy dog off your lap, move your trust back onto God (Ps. 37:7). 
Repeatedly whisper, “I’ll wait on you today, Lord.” 
 
PRAY (the lyrics to Chris Tomlin’s song This is our God): 
 Lord, you are a refuge for the poor—and I am poor. 
 You are a shelter from the storm—and I am in a storm. 
 You are a father to the orphan, a healer to the broken—be my father, be my healer! 
 You are the One we have waited for--you are the one I have waited for!  
 You are our God. I’ll wait on you today, Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwfHkZOU1_o 
 
 


