
 
 

WEEK NINE 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 40, “Comfort Time”  
 
STUDY. And now, we come to a section of Scripture like no other. Many biblical writers talk about the 
future, but nowhere else in the Bible does the writer talk to people in the future! But that’s exactly what is 
happening in Isa. 40-66. Isaiah the prophet is talking to his fellow-Israelites who live 150 years in the 
future, exiles in Babylon. How can Isaiah do that? Is he clairvoyant? Nope, just inspired by God’s Spirit.   

As Assyria fell on northern Israel in 722 B.C., the Spirit of the God of the present and future gave 
Isaiah a message that would embrace Israel’s entire experience of exile and return from 722-516 B.C.  
The message for his fickle fellow countrymen in the 8th century was: Trust God alone! He can save you 
from Assyria. Quit trusting other nations (Egypt, etc.) to deliver you—they’ll fail you (ch. 7-39). 

In ch. 40-66, the message for the future generation of discouraged captives in Babylon is: Take 
comfort—you’ve forsaken God, but God has not forsaken or forgotten you. In the near future (539 B.C.), 
he will redeem you from Babylonian captivity (40-48); in the distant future (30 A.D.), by his Suffering 
Servant he will redeem you from the greater problem of your sins (49-55); and in the remote future, he 
will redeem you forever by coming to you in glory and establishing a Golden Age on earth (56-66).    
  In ch. 40-48, Isaiah gives the exiles a promise from God: Cyrus the Persian will free you from 
captivity to Babylon (45:1; 48:20)! And you can count on this promise, because God is sovereign over 
history, the proof being that he is the only God who can predict the future. In this first chapter, the Lord 
encourages the captives by assuring them that he will come to deliver them, and no enemy can stop him. 
He first orders his heralds to comfort his people because the time of their affliction is over (1-2), for he 
will come in glory, as a conqueror over his enemies and a shepherd to his people (3-11). Arguing that the 
Lord is incomparably greater than any force who might try to stop him—nations (12-17), idols (18-20), 
rulers (21-24), and other deities (25-26)—Isaiah urges Israel to lay hold of the Lord’s unfailing strength 
by waiting for him (27-31). 
 
MEDITATE. Isaiah 40 seems written for us. It speaks to a people who are weary and sick at heart. 
They’d been sure that their nation was strong, that God was on their side, that they would stand. But now 
the world was dark, and the future held no hope. Underline the “hope and promise” verses in 40:1-11. 
Then circle the “Nothing’s impossible with God!” verses in 40:12-26. Then re-read 40:28-31. Wow. 
  
PRAY 40:28-31: Lord, you are the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth. You never grow weak or 
weary. Your understanding is limitless. You give power to the weak and strength to the powerless. I am 
weak and tired, I fall exhausted; but today I will trust in you, my Lord, and find new strength. I will soar 
high like an eagle. I will run and not grow weary. I will walk and not faint. Thank you, in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 41, “Put Up or Shut Up” 
 
STUDY. In 41:1-42:9, the LORD proves that He, not the idols/gods of other nations, controls history. 
How? By putting them on trial to predict the future—either the near future or the distant future (21-24)—
like he does. In fact, he not only predicts history but makes it happen! 
 In v. 1, the Lord summons the nations to a trial to decide Who is God, and immediately argues his 
own case, producing a “near prophecy”—presenting his liberator, Cyrus, and claiming credit for his 
conquests (2-4). The Lord interrupts his argument to mock the feverish activity of the nations to protect 
themselves by sweating to construct idols (5-7). Then he gives a distant prophecy: he announces that one 
day his people, privileged by his choice of them (8-9), will destroy their enemies--for he will transform 
them into conquerors (10-16). True, they are weary now, but one day he will refresh them (17-20).  

“Your turn,” he says to the idols. “Submit your prophecies.” They can’t, and in disgust the Lord 
calls them worthless and their worshipers detestable (21-24). But for the Lord of history, prophecy is 
easy, so he again delivers both an immediate and a distant prophecy: he calls attention to Cyrus (25-29), 
then announces that his Servant will bring justice and deliverance to the whole earth (42:1-9)!  

If you ask God to introduce himself, he will answer with an I AM statement: “I am the LORD, 
the first and the last—I am He” (4). If anyone tells you that Jesus never claimed to be God, point out that 
Jesus calmly applied that very phrase “I am he” to himself, and check the responses (John 8:58; 18:5). 

 
MEDITATE. Isaiah hangs his claim that of all those who are called gods, Yahweh alone qualifies 
because he alone can predict the future. And 160 years ahead of time, God predicts that a conqueror will 
set Israel free from Babylon, even naming the future conqueror: Cyrus. Astounding! The response by 
unbelievers is to snort, “no way could God have inspired Isaiah to predict the future so specifically. This 
must have been written after the fact, and then credited to Isaiah.” (No time to explain how full of holes 
that view is!) But here’s what’s crazy. Our world dismisses Isaiah’s prophecy, but drools over the wacko 
prognosticators in magazines and on talk shows, especially at the start of every new year, ignoring last 
year’s strikeouts. For example, 2018’s ballyhooed prophecies were: The U.S. will go to war with China 
over oil; Mt. Vesuvius will erupt again, killing 6000; a comet will strike the earth, bringing catastrophe; 
WW3 will start in France; JLo will marry ARod. Fail, fail, fail. Every year the false prophets strike out, 
but lose no followers, even among the intellectual mockers of God’s prophecies which always come true. 
 If fear is an issue for you right now, memorize one of the great no-fear verses in the Bible, 41:10. 
God’s answer to fear today is the same as it was then: “You are not alone. I am with you.” (Ps. 23:4). 
 
PRAY. Oh Lord, When I walk through deep waters, I know that You will be with me. 
                             When I'm standing in the fire, I will not be overcome. 
                             Through the valley of the shadow, I will not fear; 
                             I am not alone, I am not alone; 
                             You will go before me, You will never leave me. Thank you, Lord, in Jesus’ name. 

Pray along with singer Kari Jobe at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ow4OfW4DP9s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 42, “He’s Coming!” 

 
STUDY. The court case to determine “Who is God?” has come to a climax. Arguing his own case, God 
has said that he is the One and Only God because he controls history. As evidence, he predicts the future, 
and mocks the gods/idols of earth who can do no such thing. In the first 1/3 of ch. 40-66, God predicts the 
“near future” 150 years away—the coming of Cyrus to defeat Babylon and set his people free (ch. 40-48). 
In the second 1/3 (ch. 49-57), God predicts the distant future 700 years away—the coming of his 
“Suffering Servant” Messiah to set sinners free by his death. In the final 1/3 (ch. 58-66), God predicts the 
remote future—the return of the King to establish the Golden Age upon earth. 
 In 42:1-9, as his courtroom “closing statement,” God inserts a prophecy that we’d expect to find 
in the 2nd or 3rd section of ch. 40-66, a prediction of his special Servant who will come to earth in the 
distant future (30 A.D.) without pomp and power (2-3), and again in the remote future to bring God’s 
perfect order (“justice”) to all the earth (1,4). 
 This is so amazing, that Yahweh (and Isaiah) call on the whole earth to “Sing!” (10-17) and on 
Israel to “Listen!” (18-25). Everyone on earth is exhorted to praise the Lord because his period of silence 
is over (14), and he is about to arise to destroy his arrogant enemies (10-17). Israel, the Lord’s spiritually 
deaf and blind servant, is exhorted to listen in order to understand why they are in captivity (18-25, “sin”). 
 
MEDITATE…on 42:1-9, the first of the four Servant Songs. What an “inside scoop” of Jesus’ ministry! 
Three things to ponder: (1) Three times it says Jesus will restore God’s order (that’s what “justice” 
means) to the world. So the cross is about forgiveness of sins and eternal life, yes. But it’s about more 
than that. It’s about renovating society—educating and healing and stopping sex trafficking. That’s why 
we should not only evangelize, but build schools and churches and hospitals. (2) “Jesus ministry” is quiet, 
humble ministry, without bluster and power (2-3). And (3) “Jesus ministry” cares about more than just 
our town and our country; it cares about people in other countries. It’s a worldwide ministry (1,4,6). 
 
PRAY. Dear Lord, I don’t know about tomorrow--I just live from day to day-- 

I’m always hoping for the sunshine, but I know the skies may turn to gray. 
Many things about the future, I can’t even understand, 
But I know You hold the future, and I know You hold my hand.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 43, “Free Grace” 

 
STUDY. Talk about a sudden about-face! Ch. 42 ends sadly--with Isaiah telling the future exiles in 
Babylon that they’ve been spiritually deaf and blind, and that God handed them over to defeat, plunder, 
and captivity in his anger at their sin. And still they don’t get it (42:25)! So what now? Ch. 43 stuns us 
with the answer: What God will do now is…free grace! No condition, no requirement to become godly, 
simply the command in 43:1-7 not to fear, because God will deliver them from captivity! The God who 
created them, delivered them from Egypt, and called them by name in the past (1) will deliver them in the 
future, for they are more precious to him than the rest of mankind (1-4); and he will bring them back to 
the land from all over the earth for the establishment of his kingdom (5-7). Why? “I created (them) for my 
glory.” Underline v. 7: it’s the answer to the question “why did God create me?” and “why am I here?” 
 How do saved people respond? They witness! “You are my witnesses,” God says to the blind 
people he’s redeemed (see 42:18ff.), bringing them forth to testify that he is the one and only God (8-13). 
The Lord promises his witnesses that he will deliver them out of Babylon and bring them safely home 
(14-22). I’ll destroy Babylon, God promises (14). You know from the “first Exodus” that I can make a 
“desert path” through the (Red) sea (16-17), God says. Forget that exodus (18)! In this “second Exodus,” 
I’ll make a water path for you through the desert (19-20)! And you will praise me (21). 
 In case they missed the end of ch. 42, he repeats the point: “You don’t deserve this—your only 
contribution has been your sin. No, I’m forgiving you for my own sake, out of free grace” (22-28).” 
 
MEDITATE. God’s grace comes first, and it comes free. That’s Rule #1 in the human-God relationship. 
“Not true!” hisses the serpent. “Nothing comes for free. You’ve gotta bring something to the table!” 
But from start to finish, the Bible says that God’s grace comes first and free to the unbeliever: “while we 
were sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). And God’s grace comes first and free to his sinfully “blind” 
believers, like Israel, as 43:1-7 shows. He names and condemns our sin, of course--and calls us to listen 
and believe his deliverance promises. But he makes the promises while we are still blind. They’re free! 
  
PRAY. God in heaven, I didn’t deserve for you to reach down from the cross to save me when I was lost. 
And now as your child, I don’t deserve for you to reach down again and forgive me for my disobedience.  
But mercy there is great, and grace is free. Pardon there is multiplied to me. There my burdened soul finds 
liberty, at Calvary. Thank you that your grace comes first, and it comes free. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 


