
 

 

 
 

WEEK TWO 
 
DAY ONE 
 
READ Isaiah 6, “Holy, Holy, Holy!”  
 
STUDY. This is one of the Bible’s famous chapters. When preachers and profs teach on God’s holiness, 
they go here. But for the prophet Isaiah, it was intensely personal, for it was his divine call. There’s not a 
wasted word in this chapter, which falls into two parts: Isaiah’s vision, 1-7, and commission, 8-13.  

In 1-7, Isaiah’s vision of God changes his life and ministry: first he sees God for who He is 
(“holy, holy, holy”), 1-4; this causes him to see himself for who he is (“unclean…doomed”), 5-7.  
The chapter begins with a time stamp (“in the year that King Uzziah died”—about 740 B.C.) that can’t be 
accidental. It must be important, and it is: It means there’s a crisis. There’s heartache and hopelessness. 
Isaiah’s friend Uzziah, the one leader who could lead Israel wisely in the present crisis, was now gone. 
Uzziah had been the best king since Solomon 200 years before. For over 50 years he had led Israel to 
strength and safety, growth and prosperity. But now, with the great dragon Assyria looking to gobble 
them up, Uzziah’s stupid, ungodly worthless son Jotham and grandson Ahaz were next in line to rule. 
What could be done? The king was dead!  
 It’s at this point—which hope seems lost—that God reveals himself, and Isaiah cries “Mine eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of angel armies!” (6:5). In a vision, Isaiah saw the Lord’s majesty (“seated 
on a throne”), transcendence (“high and exalted…hem of his robe filled the temple…filled with smoke”), 
and holiness. Since “holy” means “set apart to God,” calling God “holy, holy, holy” as the angel seraphs  
(“fiery ones”) do, simply means that he is God—utterly “other” and distinct from his creation. But this 
means he is distinct from us in his moral character, too, being perfectly pure—and so Isaiah crumbles 
before him (“woe is me…I am unclean…doomed!”). In his hopelessness, God comes to him with the 
grace of forgiveness. And Isaiah is transformed, into a person of praise and service. 
 And here’s the point: God wants Israel—and us—to realize that when all seems hopeless, when 
we come to the end of ourselves and seeing his holiness confess our sin, he will show himself to us, 
coming in grace to forgive us and then send us into the world to proclaim his glory! 
 
MEDITATE. If like Isaiah you are in the midst of loss or heartache right now, in a crisis or hopeless 
situation, you are just where you need to be for God to come to you as he came to Isaiah. Put yourself in 
this scene, as Isaiah. See it, feel it, hear it with him. Repent with him. Receive forgiveness. Then rise with 
joy and praise to proclaim the glory of the King. 
 
PRAY. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty, early in the morning my song shall rise to thee; 
             Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY TWO 
 
READ Isaiah 7, “The Sign of Immanuel”  
 
STUDY. From now through ch. 39, the theme is “trust in God, instead of others.” Israel’s kings were 
always tempted to trust foreign nations over God, and made foolish alliances with pagan powers like 
Assyria and Egypt whose real goal was to gobble her up. Wise up, Isaiah says. Your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, is great and powerful and wise enough that he can be trusted to protect you. If you’ll get that 
through your thick skulls, there will be hope for you. If not, you’re toast. 
 In chapters 7-12, Uzziah’s grandson Ahaz is now king of Judah (it’s now about 735 B.C.). Ugh. 
Ahaz prefers to trust Assyria, his future enemy, to deliver him from present troubles with Israel and Syria, 
rather than to risk trusting the invisible God. In reply, Isaiah says two things. In 7:1-9 he tells Ahaz to 
stop shaking in fear before Syria and Israel because they are no threat—like burnt-out ends of sticks, they 
are all smoke and no fire. What they say (6) doesn’t matter; it only matters what the Sovereign Lord says, 
and the Lord says not to worry, that Israel (“Ephraim”) won’t even exist soon. The point is they should 
trust Him, and in a pun God says: “If you do not stand firm in faith (trust me), you won’t stand at all.” (9)  
 Second, Isaiah (speaking for God) offers Ahaz any proof (sign) he wants. It’s his last chance, but 
Ahaz throws it away. He disguises his unbelief in pious words (“I won’t test God”), and refuses the offer.  
God gives Ahaz a sign anyway, the sign of Immanuel—God with us (7:10-25). Whether Ahaz believes it 
or not, God is with Israel. That is not good news if Israel rejects him. So in 7:16ff. the prophet talks about 
the tragic consequences of trusting your worst enemy rather than the supreme, all-powerful God. 
If you are interested learning more the accuracy and fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy, 
I recommend https://crossexamined.org/is-isaiah-714-a-messianic-prophecy/ or https://carm.org/is-isaiah-
7-14-really-a-messianic-prophecy. 
 
MEDITATE. What does it mean to you that “God is with us”? This is one of the most profound truths of 
Scripture—that the Creator who stands outside of his universe, whose thoughts and ways are as much 
higher than ours as the heavens are higher than the earth, looks each of us in the face who have believed 
in his Son and says, “I am Immanuel. I am with you always. I will never leave you nor forsake you, but I 
live within you and walk beside you. Trust Me.”  
 
PRAY. Lord, you are my shepherd, and I am your sheep. 
 And when I walk through the dark valley, I will not fear, for you are with me. 
 For you are Immanuel, God with us. So I never walk alone. 
 And you are the one I trust. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY THREE 
 
READ Isaiah 8, “Who D’ya Trust?”  
 
STUDY. You can trust the One who predicts the future. That’s the point of having Isaiah post on a sign 
(wooden or metal) his child’s name (Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz) even before he is conceived, perhaps even 
before Isaiah marries the boy’s mother. Pagan gods can’t predict. Only the God of Israel can do this. 
Furthermore, this boy is the first fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy (7:14); the virgin Mary’s baby boy 
was the ultimate fulfillment, of course (Matthew 1:23). 
 Let’s go deep with v. 6-8. In a lovely figure of speech Isaiah compares the help of God to a slow-
moving little stream, while the help of the great nations of the world seems like the Euphrates River. 
The waters of Shiloah were the waters of the Gihon Spring which King Hezekiah would, just a few years 
later, bring inside the walls of Jerusalem by building Hezekiah’s Tunnel: a weak, insignificant stream, in 
comparison to the Euphrates. The Euphrates was the river of Assyria, the nation Ahaz is trusting (and 
bribing) to deliver him from Syria and Israel. But this was foolish, for an alliance with Assyria was like 
an alliance with Nazi Germany, which was simply waiting for the day when it could gobble you up, as 
France and Russia learned to their sorrow. Same with Assyria: the mighty Euphrates was famous for 
overflowing its banks and drowning people in its swift floods. Ahaz had let loose the torrent of their 
blitzkrieg, and did he think it would meekly subside when it came to their national boundary? Isaiah 
expresses it brilliantly: You are rejecting the “gently flowing waters of Shiloah” (the Lord) in favor of 
“The River” (Assyria). So the Lord will give you what you ask for. He will bring The River to you, but it 
will devastate you. It will overflow its banks and flood you up to your neck. Only the fact that “God is 
with us” (10) will He stop it before it drowns you completely. 
 
MEDITATE. Looks can be deceiving, right? That Rolex watch you bought on the street disintegrated. 
Your favorite actress looks like a dream, now you learn she’s a nightmare. Your candidate of choice 
talked cream, but ever since he got into office he’s been skim milk. And now think about the Lord. 
Doesn’t he-- and Christianity--seem no more than a gently-moving stream, in contrast to the mighty rivers 
that sweep our world along? I mean really, how can our gentle, quiet God compare to the great rushing 
rivers of professional sports and music and art and movies and internet and fine dining and travel and 
higher education and military might and politics and world leaders? Beware. Appearances are deceptive. 
In the end, God’s weakness will destroy man’s might. The gently-moving stream will crush The River. 
 
PRAY. Lord, today help me to trust in the your gently flowing stream, 
 rather than in the raging rivers that roar all around me.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY FOUR 
 
READ Isaiah 9, “Unto Us a Child is Born”  
 
STUDY. In the judgment oracles of ch. 1-12, God keeps inserting bright promises of the future. And so 
here. In this chapter, God warns Israel that judgment is about to fall on them for their sins of arrogance 
(9:8-12), adoration of great men (9:13-17), lack of brother love (9:18-21), and social injustice (10:1-4). 
 But in vv. 1-7, we have the famous promise of a god-child who will become the perfect Ruler. 
This is the 3rd time in 3 chapters that the birth of a child is a game changer. In 7:14 it was the birth of 
Immanuel, in 8:3 the birth of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, and now the birth of a “golden child” who will 
bring light into Israel’s darkness (1), joy into their gloom (2), freedom from their captivity (3), and victory 
out of defeat (4). The repetition of birth and close links in the signs argue that all three are expressions of 
Immanuel—Maher. the immediate fulfillment of the sign, and this child being the ultimate fulfillment. 
 But who is this child? The titles (“Mighty God,” etc.) prove that this is no human, but a divine 
Messiah, who will have a virgin birth (7:14) and ultimately reign over God’s people with a kind of justice 
that no human king has ever achieved. Furthermore, his government and peace will be eternal (9:7). 
 
MEDITATE. God’s grace blows your mind. This book, and this chapter, is making it clear that if God 
humbles you because of your sin, his aim is not to destroy you, but to restore you. If your sin takes you 
into the dark, eventually he’ll shine his light on you (1). If your sin makes you sad, his promise is joy (2). 
If you’re in bondage, his promise is freedom (3). If you’re living in defeat, his promise is victory (4). 
That’s what God wants for you. That’s what God wants for all people (25:6-9), in the Christ child (9:6-7). 
 
PRAY. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining, 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us; set us free by the truth you now bring us; 
Shine on me, shine on me,  
Wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY FIVE 
 
READ Isaiah 10, “Bullies, Oppressors, and Tyrants”  
 
STUDY. In ch. 10, God swears he will punish anyone—whether a follower or an enemy—who is an 
oppressor, bully, or tyrant. In 10:1-4, he pledges to punish his own followers who are guilty of social 
injustice. This is the 4th and final sin within Israel that God is going to judge: arrogance (9:8-12), 
adoration of great men (9:13-17), lack of brother love (9:18-21), and social injustice (10:1-4). 
 In 10:5-19, God turns to the world’s #1 oppressor, the Nazi Germany of the 8th century, Assyria. 
They were the “rod” God was using to punish his own rebellious people. How unfair this felt to Israel: 
Assyria was more godless and evil than they were! But the reality was, the Israelites knew better; they 
were God’s people and had been given his covenant, and deliberately turned their back on their savior. 
The greater the privilege, the greater the guilt. Fact: God may use his enemies (Hitler, Stalin, Castro, ISIS, 
you name it) to discipline his people. But never think that because God employs someone to accomplish 
His Plan, and they temporarily sit on top of the political/religious/economic world, God must approve of 
them. He clears that up right now. Assyria, his tool but a proud oppressor, will be the next to be crushed. 
 As usual, God promises a bright morning after a dark night. A remnant of Israel will survive  
(20-23), for the Lord will protect his people (24-34). 
 
MEDITATE. (1) On success: don’t evaluate people/churches/businesses/nations based on their success. 
God’s tool chest is worldwide, and he uses many seriously flawed tools to accomplish his good Plan. 
(2) On social injustice: one problem we face when thinking about injustice is that we aren’t directly 
involved in such practices. We’re not foreclosing on the mortgage of a widow; we’re not forcing an 
orphan to work for us with little pay; we aren’t taking payoffs from a crook, or making court rulings in 
favor of our bigwig friends. So how do we learn from 10:1-4? First, we need to be ask if we’re involved 
in any bullying or oppression at all of those weaker than we. If I’m in high school, do I go along with the 
ridicule of another student? If I’m a teacher, do I permit myself to put down a student who bugs me? 
What about help at home? Do I gouge those who clean or babysit for me? Or am I generous? What about 
the people I supervise in the office? Do I take advantage of them? Second, we need to ask what we can do 
to address social injustice wherever we can, in our community and elsewhere. God will be pleased. 
 
PRAY. Lord, please keep me from being a bully, oppressor, or tyrant. Or from being even a pushy person 
or control freak! Show me how to be the opposite, to take the side of the weak and helpless, to love the 
widow and the orphan, like You do. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 


