
 
 
Week 11 The Era of the Judges 
The average age of most world civilizations is duration of about 200 years. Almost without exception, each 
civilization passed through a similar sequence of events: 
From bondage to spiritual faith 
From spiritual faith to great courage 
From great courage to liberty 
From liberty to abundance 
From abundance to leisure 
From leisure to selfishness 
From selfishness to complacency 
From complacency to apathy 
From apathy to dependency 
From dependency to weakness 
From weakness to Back to Bondage.  
 
7 Apostasy’s - that means 7 times of turning away from God 
7 Servitudes 
7 Idolatress and cruel nations 
7 Deliverances 
 
 
Here is the cycle we will see in this book time after time Judges 2:8-23: 
First part of the Cycle begins with ________________.  
Second part of the Cycle was ______________________.  
Third part of the Cycle was ____________________.  
Fourth part of the Cycle was _________________.  
Fifth part of the Cycle was ______________________ and ____________.  
Sixth part of the Cycle was __________________.  
 
 
God helped Israel by giving them _______________.  
God helps us by giving us His _____________ ____________ and His written _____________.  
 
We find three primary functions of the Judges:  
1. A judge it is a _______________ leader over the people of Israel. This person is called to 
give leadership to the nation. 
2. A judge is a _________________ deliver. The judge stands up and helps fight against the 
oppressive forces of other nations who fight against Israel. 
3. A Judge is an _______________ of God's power.  
 
 
The Judges of Israel 
Othniel Judges 3:7-11 Othniel lead campaigns against the Arameans, he was the brother of Caleb, the Spirit 
of the Lord was on him 
Ehud Judges 3:12-30 Ehud led the Benjamites against the Moabites who were raiding across the Jordan from 
the east. He was left-handed and he killed Eglon, king of Moab, by trickery. 
Shamgar Judges 3:31 Shamgar fought against the Philistines. 
Deborah Judges 4-5 Deborah was a Prophetess, a Judge and a military leader. She campaigned against Sisera, 
the Canaanite general under Jabin, the King of Hazor. Barak was the military leader under Deborah.  



 Gideon Judges 6-8 Gideon came from a family of Baal worshippers. Gideon had trouble-trusting God. He 
ended up worshipping Baal.  
Abimelech Judges 9 not a judge, Abimelech attempted to make himself king but failed. 
Minor Judges: Tola and Jair Judges 10:1-5 
Jephthah Judges 10:6-12:7 illegitimate child and an outcast who fought against the Ammonites. He made a 
rash vow that led to the sacrifice of his only child. 
Minor Judges: Ibzan, Elon, Abdon Judges 12:8-15 
Samson Judges 13-16 Samson was born to a barren woman by promise from God. He was a Nazarite, but 
broke his vows. He was a womanizer and a drunk. God helped him bring relief from the Philistines. His fatal 
attraction to Delilah. 
 
Deborah - Judges 4-5: 
Judges 4:1-9 How does the Bible describe Deborah?  
 
 
Gideon - Judges 6-8: 
Judges 6:1-2, 11-12; Judges 6:13-16  
 
 
God gives Gideon an assignment with some profound spiritual implications. 
1. Baal must go _____________ Midian can go 
2. God’s altar cannot be built _____________Baal’s altar is _______________.  
3. The place we must start is in our own ________________________.  
 
 
 
Four things that God used to prepare Gideon: 
Gideon met the ______________________ _____________ 
He __________________ himself to _________________ Yahweh 
He ___________________ the Lord by taking a   _______________ stand for God 
The Holy Spirit gave him _________________________   _______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


