
 
 
 
 
Week 17 Proverbs  
The elements of a Proverb: 
They are usually short, no-nonsense __________ 
Because they are _____________ they are easy to remember 
The wisdom they contain has wide appeal  
They are figurative language, which makes them more vivid and powerful.  
They are more _____________ than _____________ 
They are _____________ that God wants to use to shape our behavior and attitudes toward Him, 
our fellow human beings and to ourselves.  
 
Circle each person this book is written for and then to underline any clues as to why it was written: 
Proverbs 1:1-7 1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 
2 for gaining wisdom and instruction; 
    for understanding words of insight; 
3 for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, 
    doing what is right and just and fair; 
4 for giving prudence to those who are simple, 
    knowledge and discretion to the young— 
5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, 
    and let the discerning get guidance— 
6 for understanding proverbs and parables, 
    the sayings and riddles of the wise. 
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 
    but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
Solomon wrote 3,000 Proverbs and probably wrote chapters 1-29 of Proverbs.  
 
WISDOM 
Wisdom is directly related to the  _______________of  ________  _____________.  
 
The word Wisdom is present in  ________ of the  ________ chapters. 
 
The word wisdom is best defined as the skill of  ________________ in  ________________ with 
the principles of God's Word. 
 
Proverbs 2 tells us what the REWARDS are for seeking wisdom: 
Prov. 2:5-10 5 “Then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
7 He holds success in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 
8 for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 
9 Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path. 
10 For wisdom will enter your heart,  and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.” 
 
The FOOL 
Characteristics of A Fool by Bob Deffinbaugh  
It is much easier to identify a fool in terms of what he is not rather than in terms of what he is.  



1. The fool is __________________. The fool hates what is holy, righteous, and good, and he loves 
evil. Prov. 10:23 Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool; And so is wisdom to a man of 
understanding. Prov. 14:9  
2. The fool is _____________. In scripture wisdom is contrasted with folly. The fool does not 
possess wisdom, cannot obtain wisdom, and would not obtain it if he could. Prov. 14:6  
3. The fool is __________________. The fool fails to see things as they are. Reality is distorted by 
the fool’s distorted outlook on life. Prov. 17:16 & Prov. 17:24  
4. The fool is __________________. The fool looks upon self-control as a needless and useless 
denial of present pleasure. Because of this, every area of his life lacks discipline. 
Prov. 21:30; Prov. 29:11 & Prov. 15:2; cf. 18:2,7  
5. The fool is __________________. He is unreliable in his words. The words of the fool are 
always to be questioned. He is a liar, a deceiver, and a slanderer. Prov. 14:8 & Prov. 19:1  
6. The fool is __________________. Try as you like, attempting to teach a fool is frustrating. 
Whenever a fool is faced with wisdom and instruction, he will reject it. Prov. 1:7; Prov. 27:22; 
Prov. 26:11  
Prov. 12:23; Prov. 18:2  
7. The fool is unpleasant, un-liked, and __________________. The fool is a menace, a detriment 
to society. He is a pain to his parents, for he hates them (15:20) and causes them grief (10:1; 
17:21,25; 19:23). He is a disaster wherever he goes (10:14; 17:12). He hinders the understanding of 
others (14:7). His speech is slanderous (10:18). The fool is quarrelsome (20:3), and he stirs up 
dissension and anger. 
Prov. 18:6; Prov. 24:9  
 
How to Treat a Fool 
1. We should _____________ the fool if at all possible. While wisdom is not contagious to a fool, 
folly is to the wise; therefore, the wise man should avoid the fool. 
 
2. The fool should be _____________ out. In those cases where we cannot leave the fool, the fool 
may need to be sent away. 
Prov. 22:10 Drive out the scoffer, and contention will go out, Even strife and dishonor will cease. 
 
3. We should not waste our__________________ on fools. In the New Testament Jesus taught that 
we should not “cast our pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6). In Proverbs, we are told not to attempt to 
teach fools: 
Prov. 23:9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of your words. 
 
4. We should not allow the fool to ______________ us down to his level. The fool is exasperating; 
he is looking for trouble, and he often tempts us to oblige him.  
 
5. We should not dignify a fool by giving him undue honor, so that he will-be flattered and puffed 
up even further. The fool is pompous and proud, and he will take any positive strokes as a 
compliment. 
 
6. We should not make life __________ for the fool. While verbal rebuke is not effective with 
fools, we should not seek to cushion the painful effects of their folly. In other words let them live 
with the consequences of their folly.  
 
 
 


