
Chronological Study 
 
Week 24 Job 
The themes of Job are:  

The ______________ of God, 
The character of ______________, 
And the problem with ______________. 

 
The structure of this book is important for us to see.  
* Chapters 1-2 are the prologue, which is written in the narrative style. 
* Chapters 3-31 are three cycles of dialogues between Job and Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar.  
* Chapters 32-37 another friend, Elihu gives a monologue. 
* Chapters 38-41 The Lord speaks. 
* Chapter 42 is the epilogue.  
 
The entire book can be organized into five sections: 
Job’s  ___________________  - Chapters 1-2 – God Centered 
Job’s  _________________with his friends – Chapter 3-26 – Human Centered 
Job’s & Elihu’s __________________________– Chapter 27-37 - Human Centered 
God’s  ____________________– Chapter 38-41 - God Centered 
Job’s  _____________________ – Chapter 42 - God Centered 
 
The themes represented in Job are, the character of God, the character of humanity and the problem 
with evil.  
 
The Prologue - Job 1:1-5   
What do we learn about Job from those 5 verses? 
 
 
 
 
The First Test - Job 1:6-12  
The name Satan means the “________________.”  
How does Satan fall?   
Ezekiel 28:12-17 
Isaiah 14:12-15 
 
I Peter 5:8-9  
Ray Steadman “I think the striking thing about this account is God that challenges Satan, not the other way around. God 
says, "Satan, where have you been?" "Oh," says Satan, "I've been here and there, looking over the earth, trying to find 
somebody." And God says, "Have you taken a look at Job? There's a man that I'm proud of!" God's own assessment of 
Job is that there is none like him in all the earth. Job is blameless and upright, i.e., he is complete and balanced, and he 
turns from evil as soon as he recognizes it. So God asks Satan, "Have you tried Job?" Satan says, "Well, I certainly have 
tried. I've looked that man over very carefully, and examined how to get at him, but I can't get near. You've got him 
hedged in, surrounded by protection. I've tried every way I can to get at Job, but you've got him so protected there's no 
way I can get through." 
“God has set the boundaries to Satan's activities. But the impressive thing is that although Satan is a rebel, and he would 
break the rules if he could, there is no suggestion that he even attempts to break forth from this limitation. There is no 
possible way by which even Satan can violate God's restriction. He has no power to do it and so he abides by the rules. 
God is totally in control.” 
 



The Results 
Job 1:13-19 
 
 
 
The Reaction 
Job 1:20-22    
C. S. Lewis, "Why should the righteous suffer?" "Why not?" he replied; "they're the only ones that 
can handle it." 

 
 
 
The Second Test 
Job 2:1-3  & Job 2:4-6   
Ray Steadman “It is really a very sobering thing to realize that the tests that come into our life are aimed at getting us to 

curse God to his face, to tell him that he is wrong, that he does not keep his promises, that he is not the kind of a God 
that we have been told he is. If you take note of your own life you will recognize that, when under pressure, the thing 

you want more than anything else is to cry out in protest to God that he is not keeping his promises. That is where Satan 
always aims. He has the same philosophy and the same objective today: he wants us to curse God, as he wanted Job to 

curse God.” 
 

Job 2:7-9  
How does Job answer her? Job 2:10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from 
God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 
 
 
The Three Friends 
Job 2:11-13  
What Job does not understand is that his innocence does not depend on God's  
_________________.  
What his friends do not understand is that God's innocence does not depend on Job's  
________________.  
 
Chuck Swindoll: “Job is a perfect example of someone who not only lived with injustice but wrestled with it. Though 
godly in heart and righteous in life, Job became the object of Satan’s cruelty. Satan played havoc with the man, leaving 
him impoverished, bereaved, and hurting. But the presence of pain was not the hardest part of Job’s trial; instead, it was 

the silence of God. It was as if God had turned his back on His faithful friend, refusing to look as Job suffered. 
Although God is just, He is just in His own time. And in between the ticks of His pocket watch are gaps of silence, 

sometimes-inexplicable silence. 
God’s time is infinitely immeasurable. And because He transcends time itself, His time is absolutely 

intangible. We see his story as a sequence of still frames, viewed one after another as in a motion picture reel. But God 
sees the entire move at once. That is why He can remain silent in act 1 of the drama of our lives – because He knows 
how the final act will turn out. As author of this epic drama called life, He knows that ultimately justice will win out, 

that good will triumph over evil, and that all the loose ends will be tied up in His grand drama.” 
 

Philip Yancey in Disappointment with God says, “No matter how we rationalize, God will sometimes seem 
unfair from the perspective of a person trapped in time. Only at the end of time, after we have attained God’s level of 
viewing, after every evil has been punished or forgiven, every illness healed, and the entire universe restored – only 

then will fairness reign. Then we will understand what role is played by evil, and by the fall, and by natural law, in an 
“unfair” event like the death of a child. Until then, we will not know, and can only trust in a God who does know. We 
remain ignorant of many details, not because God enjoys keeping us in the dark, but because we have not the faculties 
to absorb so much light. At a single glance God knows what the world is about and how history will end. But we time-
bound creatures have only the most primitive manner of understanding; we can let time pass. Not until his story has run 
its course will we understand how “all things work together for good.” Faith means believing in advance what will only 

make sense in reverse.” 
 



God's "Reply" 
Ray Steadman: “God does not offer answers. He does not enter the debate. Instead, he appears as the defendant in Job's 
suit, ready to cross-examine the plaintiff. He grants Job his day in court. God begins by cross-examining Job concerning 
knowledge and wisdom and begins this with creation.  

What are the blueprints of creation? Surely Job must "know". Who provides a home and food for the animals? Job must 
surely "understand" these things. God asks questions like "Is it by your "wisdom" that the Hawk soars?" or “Where 
were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?” ‘Surely you know for you were already born!’ 

 “Once God vividly portrays the meagerness of man's knowledge and wisdom, the futility of challenging God in court 
becomes glaringly apparent. How can Job dare to think he could contend with God when he clearly does not have all the 
facts? No good lawyer would dare to proceed if he does not have all the facts. Job's case comes to a screeching halt. All 
Job can do now is place his hand over his mouth.” 
 
Job 40:1-5  & Job 40:6-14 
 
Job's Response  
Job 42:1-6 Then Job replied to the LORD: 
2 “I know that you can do all things; 
    no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ 
    Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 
    things too wonderful for me to know. 
4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 
    I will question you, 
    and you shall answer me.’ 
5 My ears had heard of you 
    but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore I despise myself 
    and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
The Epilogue 
Job 42:7-9 
Sonic Light: Their error was limiting God’s sovereignty. By asserting that God always punishes the wicked and rewards 
the righteous in this life, they were limiting God and committing a sin that required a sacrifice for atonement.  
 
 
Job’s Restoration 
Job 42:12-17 
Item   Before  After  Total 
Sheep   7,000  7,000  14,000 
Camels   3,000  3,000  6,000 
Oxen     500    500  1,000 
Donkeys    500    500  1,000 
Sons       7       7      14 
Daughters      3       3        6 
Age in Years    70   140     210  
 
Matthew 4:1 & Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
Matthew 4: 8-10 “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, 
and angels came and attended him.” 
1 Corinthians 15:56-57  “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 
 
 


