
Chronological Study 
 
Week 29 The Arrest & Trial of Jesus 
 
Preparation for the Passover  

Mark 14:12-16  
 
The Passover or the Last Supper   
The events in the upper room on the evening right before Jesus’ arrest: 
Disciples argue over who is the greatest (Luke 22:24-30) 
Jesus washes the disciples feet (Jn. 13:1-20) 
Jesus identifies the betrayer (Jn. 13:21-30) 
Judas leaves (Jn. 13:30) 
Jesus teaches (Jn. 13:31-35) 
Jesus predicts Peter’s denial (Jn. 13:36-38) 
Jesus teaches (Jn. 14:1-31 
They all sing a hymn and leave the upper room (Luke 14:26) 
 
Philippians 2 is called the ‘kenosis’ passage; “Kenosis” in Greek means emptying. Philippian 2:6-8  
 
 
The Four Cups of wine used in the Passover Seder primarily symbolize the four distinct 
redemptions promised by God to the Hebrews as told in Exodus 6:6-7.  
Cup 1 "I will  __________ you  _________"  
Cup 2 "I will  ____________ you" 
Cup 3 "I will  _________________ you" 
Cup 4 "I will take you as a nation" (Cup of  __________________ or Cup of consummation) 
 
The Hallel - Ps 118: 19- 29  
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter. 
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success. 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    From the house of the LORD we bless you. 
27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light shine upon us. 
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up[ to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give you thanks; you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
 
Matthew 26:26-29  
 
Sonic Light "When Jesus arose from the upper room to go to Gethsemane, Ps. 118 was upon his 
lips. It provided an appropriate description of how God would guide his Messiah through 
distress and suffering to glory." 
Ps. 118:5-7 5 In my anguish I cried to the LORD, and he answered by setting me free. 
6 The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? 7 The LORD is with me; he is my 
helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies.” 



The Arrest 
John 18:1-11 
Three things stand out in this arrest:  
First, Jesus had not slept that night, but even though He was fatigued He never losses  
__________________.  
Second, He responds willingly, He doesn’t  _____________________.  
Third, we see His  ___________________, both for the disciples and for His enemies. 
 
The Trial’s  
John 18:12-14  
Chuck Swindoll “Jesus is railroaded through the most fallacious, unfair, disorderly, illegal series 
of trials in the history of jurisprudence. No man was ever more innocent. No trials were ever 
more unjust.” 
 
In all, there are six trials – three Jewish and three Roman. The charge in the Jewish trial is 
blasphemy and the charge in the Roman trials is treason.  
The Jews took their legal instruction from the Mosaic Law as interpreted for them in the Talmud. 
Here is what their law said about trying someone: 
1. Arrest for a capital crime must be made in broad daylight, not at night. 
2. Arrest for a capital crime may not be made based on information by the offender’s follower – 
for if the accused were a criminal so were his followers.  
3. No Jewish trail may be held at night; that is between 6pm and 6 am. A trial is never to be held 
before only one person. (Two of Jesus’ three trials occur sometime between 2 and 6pm; and are 
done before single individuals). 
4. Members of the Jewish court, after hearing the testimony regarding the one accused of a 
capital crime, are not permitted to render an immediate verdict but are required instead to return 
to their homes for two days and nights, eating only light food, light wine and sleeping well. Then 
they are to return and hear again the testimony against the accused and cast their vote.  
5. The Sanhedrin must vote one at a time, the younger men first, so as not to be influenced by the 
older men on the council. (In the third trial, they all voted simultaneously). 
 
Hebrew Trials: 
 

1) The Jewish Trial Before Annas:   
John 18:19-24  - This trial was illegal. Which of their laws did it break? 
 
 

2) The Jewish Trial Before Caiaphas:  
Mark 14:53-65   - This trial was illegal. Which of their laws did it break? 

 
 
3) The Trial Before the Sanhedrin 

Mark 15:1 & Luke 22:66-71  -  This trial was illegal. Which of their laws did it break? 
 
 
Peter’s Denial 
John 18:15-18, 25-27  
There are several characteristics about Peter that we need to see in these verses: 
First, In Peter’s defense we can say that besides John he was the only disciple that did follow 
Jesus when all the others had abandoned Him.  



Second, Peter loved Jesus and it was out of love that he followed Jesus into the courtyard.  
Third, Peter had tried to defend Jesus in the Garden by using his dagger and cutting off 
Malchus’ ear.  
 
Roman Trials: 

1) Before Pilate 
  Step one - the accusation:  John 18:28-32  
 
  Step two the interrogation: John 18: 33-35  
 
  Step three the defense: John 18:36-38a   
 
  Step four the verdict: John 18:38 b  
 

2) Before Herod 
Luke 23: 5-12  
 

3) Before Pilate 
 Luke 23:13- 25  
 
Jesus, the obedient one, knew from eternity past what His obedience to the will of the Father 
would cost him. And He steadfastly kept to that obedience for the sake of the disobedient, you 
and me!  
 
 
 


