
Chronological Study 

Week 30 The Ascension & the Birth of the Church 

THE GREAT COMMISSION  
We see a four-fold mission here in Jesus’ words: 
“Go” 
“Make disciples” 
“Baptizing them” 
“Teaching them” 
 
 THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST  
This forty-day period of time accomplished three major things:  
1. It convinced the disciples of the fact that Jesus had been  _______________, and bodily 
______________________ from the dead. 
2. It gave the disciples  ________________ when Jesus commands them to not leave Jerusalem.  
3. The forty days enabled the risen Lord Jesus to  _______________ and  _______________ certain 
misconceptions held by the disciples. 
 
 
 THE ADVENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Acts 2:1-8  
The Greek word “pneuma” means either “spirit” or “wind”.  
The Doctrine of Pneumatology (pneuma, spirit) is the study of the Person and work of God the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Sonic Light: At least three distinct things were accomplished on the Day of Pentecost concerning 
the relationship of the Holy Spirit with men: 
1. The Spirit made His advent into the world here to abide throughout this dispensation (the church 
age). . . (Spirit indwelling). 
 2. Pentecost marked the beginning of the formation of a new body, or organism, which, in its 
relation to Christ, is called 'the church which is the body of Christ.' . . . (Spirit baptism) 
3. At Pentecost the lives that were prepared were filled with the Spirit, the Spirit came upon them 
for power as promised." (Spirit filling) 
 
Acts 2:14-15, Acts 2:22-24, Acts 2:36-41  
 
 THE EXPANSION OF THE CHURCH 
 
The rest of early Church history is complex and hard to understand. A great sight if you want to read more about the 
early church and the Great Schism of 1054AD is: http://www.christianfaith.com.au/resources/the-great-schism-of-1054-ad 
 
Simple chronology of the early church adapted from Bruce Shelley's Church History in Plain 
Language:  
(30-70 AD) The Time of Jesus and the Apostles 

The death and resurrection of Christ. 
The Christian faith is birthed and the gospel of grace is preached. 
Paul begins his missionary journeys 46 AD 
Paul executed in Rome 62 AD 
Emperor Nero persecutes followers of Jesus 64 AD 

(70-312) The Age of Catholic Christianity 



The spread of the Christian faith; martyrdom of the early believers. 
Early heresies sprouted; first church councils and the canonizing of scripture. 
Roman commander Titus destroys the Temple in Jerusalem 70 AD 
Persecution of believers intensified 161-260 AD 

(312-590) The Age of the Christian Empire 
Constantine declares Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire 325 AD 
Age of great councils. 
Christianity became a faith for the masses; start of Monasticism. 

(590-1517) The Middle Ages 
The fall of Rome and the Byzantine Empire 1453 AD 
Benedictine monks deployed as missionaries; the pope becomes the "ruler" of the church. 
The crusades: The church gains the world but loses its soul. 

(1517-1648) The Age of Reformation 
Martin Luther and the protestant movement. 
The start of denominationalism - Examples: Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist and Anglican. 
The papacy loses its power and influence. 

(1648-1789) The Age of Reason and Revival 
Secularism -- The mind becomes god; people begin to ask, "Who needs God?" 
Revivals such as Pietism, Methodism and the Great Awakening seek to restore God to public life. 

(1789-1914) The Age of Progress 
The message of Christ is carried to distant lands through missions. 
Faith continues to leave public life. 
Pluralistic and totalitarian societies see no relevance for Christianity. 

(1912-current) The Age of Ideologies… 
 
http://www.worldhopperministry.com/why.html 
On average, around the world, 178,000 people convert to Christianity every day.  

• Daily, 35,000 conversions occur in Latin America. There were 50,000 believers reported in 
Latin America in 1900. By 1980 there were more than 20 million and the number is now 
over 480 million.  

• Daily, 28,000 conversions occur in China. When China became closed to missionaries in 
1950, there were reportedly a million Christians in China. Today's estimates are nearing 100 
million. 

• In Indonesia, the largest Islamic country in the world, at least a million people convert to 
Christianity each year.  

• India has more than 85 million believers. Two hundred teams travel the nation with an 
Indian version of the Jesus film, entitled "The Man of Peace", and report 100,000 
conversions monthly.  

• In 1900, Korea was deemed impossible to penetrate with the gospel. Today, South Korea is 
reported to be more than 40 % Christian, with more than 7000 Christian churches in Seoul 
alone.  

• More people have come to know the Lord in Iran in the past ten years than in the previous 
thousand years combined! Thriving churches are found in almost every Iranian city and 
village.  

• Daily, 20,000 conversions occur in Africa. 40 % of Africa is said to be "Christian" now.  
• Christianity is the fastest-growing religion in the world, with a 6.9 % growth rate, compared 

to 2.7 % for Muslims, 2.2 % for Hindus and 1.7 % for Buddhists. *All stats were found in the 
book Serving with Eyes Wide Open: Doing Short Time Missions with Cultural Intelligence by David A 
Livermore 

Colossians 1:6 “…ALL OVER THE WORLD THIS GOSPEL IS  
BEARING FRUIT AND GROWING.”  

 



 
 


