
   2/3, DAY 3 
   

JESUS’ BAPTISM: JOHN THE BAPTIST  
                   
BIBLE STORY: John 1:29-34; Matthew 3:1-17; Easter Story 
 
TODAY’S THEME: God sent Jesus to save us. 
 
THEME VERSE: 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV) 
God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly 
life. 
 
TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 5: 22,23 (CSB) 
But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

 
 

MORNING SMALL GROUP SESSION: 
 

1. Bible Story Review: Review of Baptism 
 
Our belief at Topeka Bible Church about water baptism: 

• Is for new believers (Acts 2:41, 8:12; 16:30-34) 

• Does not prevent us from sinning (1 Cor. 1:14-17) 

• Does not cleanse us from sin (1 Cor. 1:14-17) 

• Does not convey special grace (1 Cor. 1:14-17) 

• Is a physical symbol that shows the spiritual truth of the 
unbeliever’s death, burial, and resurrection with Christ            
(Jn 6:52-58, Romans 6:3-5, Galatians 3:27, Colossians 3:1-3) 

• Is a public identification with Jesus  

• Is a confession of faith in Jesus 

• Is expected of every believer  

• Christ commands it (Matt 28:19) 

• The early Church practiced it (Acts 8:38) 

• Is not required to be part of a local church  (1 Cor 12:13) 

• Is the first step on the path of Christian discipleship as a new 
believer (Acts 8:12, 36; 16:31-33;  Matt 28:19) 

• It should be celebrated with joy  (Acts 8:39) 



2.  Bible Story Review: Level Up  
 

What You Need: “Level Up Cards” (Activity Page), Bible, white 
board, dry erase marker 
 
What You Do: 

• Read John 3:16 aloud to your group. Then use the white board to 
review the four points from John 3:16: 

 
o Draw a heart on the board. God LOVED: God loves you not 

because of who you are or what you can or cannot do but 
because He IS love. 
 

o Draw a cross. God GAVE: [TODAY’S THEME] God sent 
Jesus to save us. Our sin separates us from a perfect God. 
God wants a relationship with each one of us, so He sent 
Jesus to die on the cross and come back to life to rescue us 
from our sin. 
 

o Draw a chair. We BELIEVE: Whoever trusts in Jesus (like 
you would trust a chair to hold you up) and what He did for us 
can be rescued from their sin. 
 

o Draw a gift. We RECEIVE: When we trust Jesus as our 
Savior or Rescuer we receive life—a relationship with God 
both now on earth and one day forever in heaven. 

 

• After you’ve reviewed these four points and talked through what it 
means to trust Jesus as Savior, pass out the “Level Up Cards.” 

• Explain that when it comes to trusting Jesus as Savior and 
following Him, we may all be at different levels.  

• Just like you have to go through different levels in a video game to 
move from one to the next, there is a progression to our faith 
journey.  

• Read the page aloud, explaining each of the levels as you go. 

• Encourage the kids to write their name at the top of the card and 
then look at the levels and circle or underline the one they’re on. 
Remind them that no one else will see their card. 



• Reminder –Encourage your students that learning more about 
God and Growing in Christ is a life-long process. We don’t want 
the children to think that after level 5 (baptism) they are done. 

 
What You Say: 
Everyone in this group is on a different level in their faith journey, and 
that is okay! That’s part of why you’re here this week—to learn about 
God and how to take the next step in your relationship with Him. 
Some of you have heard about Jesus before, and maybe some of you 
are hearing about Him for the very first time. But here’s what I want to 
make sure EVERYONE knows today: God loved you so much that 
He gave his Son Jesus to die on the cross for you and rescue you 
from sin—the stuff we do that’s wrong. We ALL sin and we ALL need 
to be saved or rescued from that sin. When we believe in Jesus and 
what He’s done for us, we receive the gift of a relationship with God 
now and forever. [TODAY’S THEME] God sent Jesus to save us. 

 
TEACHER – Briefly tell how you came to believe that Jesus is 
God’s Son, how you asked Him to forgive your sins, and how 
you chose to follow Him. Tell how following Jesus has made a 
difference in your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SMALL GROUP AFTERNOON SESSION: 

 
Today’s memory verse is: But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Galatians 5: 22,23 (CSB) 
 
Scripture Memory Activity 
What You Need: 3 sets of cards with the words of Galatians 5:22, 23 
on each set. (These will be used again on day 5) 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide the students into three groups. 

• Give each group of students a set of cards with the words of 
Galatians 5:22, 23 on them. 

• Have the students in each group work together to get Galatians 
5:22,23 in order and be the first to finish.  

 

What You Say: 
These cards are full of God’s words to us. Let’s say it together. (Say 
the verse together.) I’m so thankful for God’s Word and for Jesus, 
whom God sent to earth for one very important reason!  
[TODAY’S THEME] God sent Jesus to save us. 
 

Theme Verse Review: God’s power has given us everything we 
need to lead a godly life.  2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Prayer Time: 
 

What You Need: “Level Up Cards” from previous activity, “Question 
Boxes 

 

What You Do:  

• Let the kids pray individually, asking God to help them 
understand where they are on their faith journey and to help 
them take the next step when they’re ready. 

• Instruct the kids to fold up their “Level Up Cards” and place 
them inside their “Question Boxes.” 

 
PRAYER TIME: THANKSGIVING (what should we be thankful to 
God for)  

• Have a piece of paper or a white board and ask the kids to say 
some things that we need to ask thank God for! 
o Examples: Thank God for His: love, Son, Grace, etc. For 

your family, friends, food, pets, etc. 
o Pray and include the things the children have 

contributed to the list. 
 

Teacher:  Please close the prayer time, and include any prayer 
requests.  

 
What You Say: 
Let’s pray as we remember that [TODAY’S THEME] God sent 
Jesus to save us. God, we love You. Thank You for loving us SO 
much that You sent Jesus, Your only Son, to save us. Help each one 
of us take the next step in our faith so we can know and follow You 
more. Help us to trust You and believe in what Jesus did for each one 
of us. You are an awesome God. In Jesus’ name, AMEN. 
 

CLOSING: 
 

Have children pick up their stuff and get ready to go to the Check Out in 
the Warehouse. 
 



Encourage the kids to work on their memory verses and take a God Time 
Card home. 
 


